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BRIDGES AND FIRE ENGINES

Thia editorial eovers the last two charter amendments
on the city ballot to he voted on Friday in the primary
election, The other amendments have been reviewed
previously hy the Capital Journal,

The bridge bonds amendment, numbers 120 and 121 on
the ballot, would permit the issuing of $85,000 in honds
to build two new bridges across Mill Creek and to con-
struct several fonl bridges. Also several small bridges

and culverts would be replaced.
-

- - - . L

Two years ago n survey of the 18 bridges within the
eity was mnde to determine what spans needed replace-
ment and when. Most of the bridges are of wood frame
eonstruction and are on wood piling. The twn bridges re-
placed since 1950 are the Church street span over Mill
Creek and the South 23rd streel bridge.

The next two most needing sttention, according to the
survey, are the North 14th street span over Mill Creek
and the Chemeketa sireet span also over the same ereek.

A new foob hridge is needed for South Capitel street
over the Shelton diteh. The old wagon bridge there was
torn down in 1951,

At Olingor field the fool hridge there must be replaced
or removed this summer, If another foob bridge isn't
built, the students will have o use the railroad trestle
there, which would be tragic. Also proposed in this char-
ter amendment is some minor bridge and culvert work.

Ta follow out the bridge replacement program outlined
twn years ngo, Lhe city volers should approve this charter

amendment. and volte 120 "YES,"
- Ll

. L] . L

The last amendment on the ballot concerns the replace-
ment of the lire engine now at the Liberty and Linecoln
street fire siation,

The fire truck iz n 1928 Seagraves T00-gallon fire pump
with two-wheel mechanical brakes, During the past year
this plece of equipment has heen “out-sf-service” for a
total of 144 hoties for vepuirs at the city shops, Fortu-
nately, there has been no need for Lhis equipment at a
large fire durine the hours It was detained for repairs.

The fire eng e, however, can’'t be expected to perform
any hetter than a piece of equipment 24 years old can do.
Since many parts are now obsolete, due to the age of the
equipment, replacement parts have been improvised and
substituted in many instances. Motor part failures can
be expected to Increase as time goes on, Therefore, re-
placement of this particular fire engine is necessary at
this time for the proper operation of the city's efficient
fire department and the safety of Salem itself,

The Capital Journal recommends vote 122 “YES."

ALDERMEN DESERVE RE-ELECTION

Severnl of our veteran aldermen who have served in
the eily eouncil faithfully in what seemed to them and
their conatituenis honestly and faithfully for the hest
intercsts of Salem as it has been given them to see it,
are facing active opposition in their efforts for re-election.
Most of the opposition candidates are competent to fill
the office but the incumbents deserve support for their
fuithful performances of their duoties,

In the first ward Alderman James H, Nicholson is op-
posed by E. W, Aklin, who formerly served on the coun-
cil, The apposition to Nicholson is based on his loyal sup-
port of the Baldock traffic plan which is the only prac-
tical solution of automobile congestion through one-way
gtrects. The Baldock plan is still in its initinl stages and
ita completion must be gwaited for final judgment, though
its benefits are alveady apparent,  Nicholson courageoua-
Iy supported the plan for long visioned benefits of the
city ns agninst the shortsighted opposition of his neigh-
bors, He has earned re-election.

In ward three, there nre two eandidates opposing Al-
derman Clid Jorgenson, who has served several terms,
They are Clayton Jones, South Commercial street mer-

chanl, n vigorous opponent of the Baldock plan,  The
other enndidate is Kenneth V., Lottick, professor of edu-
cition at Willamelte university who is a newcomer in

munieipnl politics.  The Capital Journal recommends the
re-clection of Jorgenson who has been s progressive mem-

ber af the council though not a wind-jammer,
Inoward five, Alderman Dave O'Harn, who hag ably
served on Lhe eouncil for 28 years, is apposed by Wallace

H. Bonesteele, Jr., a neweomer in citv affnirs, and Ken-
neth W, Hutching, n body snd fender shop operator.
O'Hara has an enviable reeord for honesty, efficiency,
ecanomy and independence, and looking after the interest
of North Salem. He knows more about Iocal municipal
affairs than any one in the eity, and has been instru-
mental in saving the eity large sums and in sponsoring
vital development mensures. He pichly merita re-election
and deserves a record vote,

In ward seven, Robert ¥, White, seed merchant, incum-
hent, is opposed by Alvin N, Whitelaw, South 12th atreet
merchant.  White hns made an excellont record in the
counel]l and merits re-election ns one of the moat valuable
of aur aldevmen,

Comedy of Spelling Errors

Los Angeles (I'—School superintendent Alexander J, Btod-
dard has decided what should be done with 500,000 report
cards thal eame baek from the printer with misapellings,

He recommended to the hoard of edueation Monday that
pome be used as office duplicates In secondary schools and
the rest, corrected by hand, be lssued to elementary schoal
sludents,

When the cards came out severnl weeks ago, the “U"
and “A" in language’ were (ra d and the d “8"
was missing from “aemester.” Seems the school system's
prool reader hadn’t notleed the errors.

Coneluding his report to the school board, Stoddard sald:
“There are two words, ‘language’ and ‘semester,’ that we
hope no one of our generation will ever mispell again.'”

Stoddard apparently didn't proof-read his copy, It's “mis-
spell,’ not “mispell,”

POOR MAN'S PHILOSOPHER

Coming Back to Home, a Man

Finds Change

Hard to Take

By HAL BOYLE

Kansas City, (—I\ is a long
roatl back to childhood, It is
hard to find the way.

Coming back to the home of
his boyhood, a man linds it
hard to forgive the changes. He
has a vague resentment Lhat
things don’t stay just as he left
them . . . Just as he holds them
in memory

He misses the neighbors who
have died or moved away. Who
eut down thal tree in the hack
yard he elimbed os a kid? The
palch of blue sky lodks bare
and new, And the elm tree in
the front yard. How did It
ever gel that lall?

Somehow he feels a stranger
in the old house, lonesome be-
cause [l has changed as much
as he has,

He has lost some hair and
goi & new false tonlh.

And It has been shingled,
papered, and modernized with
a new sink, another bathroom
and a line gas [yrnace,

- - L]

I always have (his lost feel-
ing momenlarlly when [ re-
turn to our family home here.
It is old enough tn be getling
hardening of the rallers

But instead it is getting dis-
grocefully younger and younger
looking ns 1 get more and more
middle-aged. Why should a man
age and a house grow young?
What kind of a world s that?

The nlcest thing In our old
home right now Is my R.year-
old niece, Kathy, the pretliest
cowhoy in the block.

Kathy Is at an age when she
is loslng her bellet In the
Easter bunny but still has a
firm falth in the Angels,

“1 prayed you would come
back—and you did,” she told
me, “I used to pray when you
were away al the war or some-
where, and you came back then,
too."

- - -

Although Kathy Is glad to sce
me, the thing she really likes
best aboul my visits Is that I
sleep In her bed and she gets {o
aleep with her grandma, which
is a great privilege

We had a big family reunion
dinner the other evening. Every-
one ate heartlly, and after we

Felt Sorry for State

all went lo bed the house began
to vibrate from the snoring, a
Boyle family trail. Finally
mother joined the chorus,

Little Kathy immediately be-
gan to shake her.

“Girandma, Grandma, wake
up!" she eried. “You sound llke
a lion!"

- - -

There is nothing like chil-
dren to keep a house from
growing old, and 1 guess Il Is
Kathy whn keeps our house
vital and young,

She has as her own room
now the room in which dad and
mother slepl when they [first
moved Lhere with five children
more than 30 years ago.

One morning | awoke early
and went downstairs, Tae sleps
still ereaked betrayingly, just
as they had years before when
any of the boys tried to creep
silently up them after coming
home late.

Sitting nlone in the silent
living room, a room full of old
family memories of quarrels
and kindness, tears and warm-
th, 1 had the feellng of being
a prisoner hetween two worlds
—the restless present and the
lost, unchangeable past.

o @

1 walked to the big, old-fash-
loned front door and looked out.
Up the streel came two young
boys delivering the Sunday pa-
pers, They looked like brothers,
and they were Jostling each
other and laughing.

- - -

Thirty years ago my brother,
Fdward, and I had walked
through the dawn streets this
same way, laughing, jostling
and arguing as we threw the
marning papers — kerplunk! —
on the front porches,

I stepped oul on the porch
and picked up our paper. The
two boys looked al me curious-
Iv, then walked on. 1 watched
them go, and it was as M I
stoodd on a little platform in
time—watching mysell and my
brother live together again a
lost morning part of our lives,

Somehow I gave me Llhe
thing every one comese back lo
find. and when 1 wenl inside
the door I fell home at last,
and ol peace with the past,

Lansing, Mich, iim—Mike Krackovich of Cleveland, Ohlo,
was deeply touched when Michigan's auditor general, John
B. Martin, Jr,, announced that the state treasury was dry,

Krackovich malled Martin one penny,

OPEN FORUM

1Editor’s nole: Sinee the standard time law has nol heen

{ampered with by the Salem el

ty council, the Capital Journal

will not print any more letters on the daylight time contro-
versy, Letlers from L. E. Glven of Mil City and H. M,
Stryker and Mrs. Frod Ross of Salem have not been printed
on the subject because of lack of space previously, but are

hereby aeknowledged,)

‘Life’s Hourglass Runs Gold-Dust’

To the Editor: The friends at
First Congregational church are
observing thelr centennial festi-
val this week, Inasmuch as 1
spent five years with the institu-
tion and had the joy and respon-
sibility of leading the congregs-
tion in its great adventure when
it moved from the congested
corner at Conter and Liberty to
its preseni location 1 mm rejoie-
ing with them.

It seema fitling that those who
are no longer part of the physi-
cal scene should be remembered
with affection and gratitude
Old-timers will be glad to be
reminded of some who played
important roles in the church's
rebirth, George Brown, veteran
recretary of the state land board,
Professor W. 1, Staley, William
MceGilehrist, Sr.. the Frys, Bay-
nvs, Kantners, Hoovers, Hen-
dricks, Miss Cosper, Miss Julia
Webster, Mre Fake and a host
of others who demonsirated
their interest in a practical man-
ner.

And outside the membership
of the congregation there were
many who wore a source of
strength and Inspiration, Bishop

Baxter, Earl Snell, Don Upjohn,
Dr. George Quigley. And the
Tist must include that fine erafts-
mun whose skills and wisdom
guided us in planning and erect-
ing the new edifice, the Inte A.
A. Siewert

No institution or people can
hope to have a great future who
are unmindful of the past. And
it would be unfortunate if grati-
tude should become a forgotien
Rrace

Looking back 1o the busy
yvears | spent in Salemy and re-
calling the loyalty and devotion
of the good people with whom
I was associated [ appreciate the
poet’s observation: “Life's hour-
glass runs gold.dust.”™ Hence my
ecagerness o share in the rejoic-
ing at First Congregational
church, And 1 express the hope
that the next century will see
the fulfillment of the pravers
of the those whose lives have
been enriched by its ministry in
days gone by,

ROBT A. HUTCHINSON

(Editor's note: Rev Robert A
Hutchison is now pastor of
Riverside Community church at
Hood River,)

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

Solon Has Unique Reason for
Putting His Wife on Payroll

By DREW PEARSON
Washington — Congressme n companies were locking out the

who put their wives on the gov-
ernment payroll have dreamt up
various excuses for this type of
nepotism, but the excuse of con-
gressman Ernest Bramblett, Cal-
ifornia republican, {akes the
prize over all.

He claims it's necessary 1o have
his wife around to make sure
communists don’t sneak into his
office and steal his secrels.

In a letter to his constiluents,
Brambleil warns ominously:

“We know that communist
egents are everywhere around
ug, Theyre in every sirategle
place in the nation, partictularly
so in California.

“They are thriving on the
alarming number of security
leaks caused by highly recom-
mended but lonely or lmllnesick
government secretaries talking
to unsuspected ‘friends’ in Wash-
inglon.

“In fact, it has reached the
point that you don’t know who
can be entrusted with confiden-
tial data and who can't.”

However, Bramblet! is sure his
wife lsn't a communist, sp he
confides: "I had to resort to tak-
ing Mrs. Brambleit out of our
home, away from the children,
enlisting her help to handle mat-
ters of a confidentisl nature, to
escape this problem on my staff.”

The suspicious congressman
neglects to explain what secrets
he has In his possession thal the
Kremlin is plotting to steal. As a
member of the house agriculture
commitiee, he has access io noth-
ing more top secrel than the
latest cure for chicken lice. Even
these farm secreis will be safe
with Bramblett, however.

“l thank goodness," he ex-
plains, “that I married an ex-
tremely capable secretary 30
vears ago, because since her ad-
dition to our office, there are no
worries aboul information leaks
to the Kremlin coming from our
personnel.”

Presidential Peeve

The sleel companies had no
inkling of It, but President Tru-
man came close to putting them
under the command of an army
general al the height of the steel
crisis. What aroused the presi-
dent was a dispalch he read on
the news ticker that several sieel

returning steel workers.

In a rage, Truman summoned
an emergency meeting of his
steel advisers. Though it was al-
ready after dusk, Secretary of
Defense  Lovett, Secretary of
Commerce Sawyer, Acting Al-
torney-General Perlman and
Acting Mobilizer Steelman drop-
ped everything and rushed to the
White House, i

The president read them the
news [lash and announced firm-
Iy that he didn't intend to let the
steel companies get away with a
lockout. Perlman promptly sug-
gested that “we get an army gen-
eral o run the steel mills for the
governmenl."

Truman was irate enough to
#pprove of the idea, but Secre-
laries Lovetl and Sawyer warn-
cd agninst it. They argued that
I{ was too drastic a step and that,
pnyway, an army general might
rot know how to run the mills.

Perlman then suggested bring-
ing an injunction against the
stee! operators, foreing them to
admit the workers back on their
jobs. Meanwhile, more details
came over the news ticker, and
it turned out that the steel com-
panles were not defying the gov-
ernment bul expressing a worry
aboul shutting the steel furnaces
off and on. So President Truman
cooled down.

Belore the emergency meeting
broke up, however, Secretary of
Defense Loveit expressed the
hope that Secretary of Commerce
Sawyer would take part in the
week-end negotintions with CIO
Chief Phil Murray and U.S. Sieel
President Ben Fairless. But
Steelman broke in sharply.

*“This type of matter is In my
hands," he declared.

Actually the labor dispute
should come under the secretary
of labar. However, Steelman has
s0 monopolized labor prohlems
that Secretary of Labor Tobin
has considered leaving the cah-
Inet.

NOTE—Only other flare-up
was belween Sawyer and Perl-
man. The secretary of commerce
was peeved at the way Perlman
had been making statements
aboul the sleel crisis, Since Saw-
yer Is running the steel mills for
the government, he lold Perl-
man bluntly: “Don’t commil me
to any action without first clear-
ing with me."

The acling attorney-general
pEreed.
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BY CARL ANDERSON
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Portland-Built Schooner
Dares Davey Jones' Locker

San Pedro, Callf. WR—The
auditor for Davy Jones who
checks off the names of old
dead ships can revise hiz books.

Opposite the name Dairy
Gray he now probably has the
notation “dead.”” He ean change
thal to read “resurrected as the
Dortea."

The Dalsy Gray came into
San Pedro harbor in November,
1950, on whal appeared to he
the last leg of her Journey 1o
the ship graveyard, She was
the last of the wooden lumber
schooners, She lay In port for
15 months, gathering barnacles
and rotting at the seams.

The faithfu] old lady is ready
to drag her ancient pine hull to
sea again and the happiest man
to hear about it ls Capt, Aksel
Backman of San Pedro, who
skippered the Dalsy Gray for
almost 27 years.

- - -

The Daisy Gray was bullt in
1823 at Portland, Ore. The
225-foot schooner cost $225,000
and she made history as a 10-
vear-old when she became the
first ocean-going cargo ship to
navigate the man-made channel
to Stockton, Calif,

Alter thal she was one ol the
busiest lumber schooners of all
time, docking here 284 times.

Capt, Blackman took his ﬁm
inte just about every port on
the west coast and she never
mel with an accident. She car-
tied 1,350,000 board feet of
lumber.

She wan't be careving lumber
when she relurns lo sen, She
will have steel and olther cargo
destined for Munzanilla, Mex.

Her new owner, E, B, Lough-
ran of Seattle, Wash,, plans to

operate her under a  Pana-
manian  flag hauling freight
belween  porls  from  South

America to the Pacifie north-
west,

She will have the new name,
Dortea,

With her eclanking engines
and eighl-kno) speed, the ship
is a throwback tn the era of the
steam schooner, which stretch-
ed roughly from 1890 to 1940,
Steam schooners reached their
zenith In the Iale 1020's, when
1687 were llsted as engnged In
wesl coast trade,

Steel hulls began  replacing
wooden ones afler World War
I, although they never became
really popular among steam
schooner owners,

Old-time seamen clalmed the
steel sehooners had no resillency
when unloaded and lost their
rivets to the wind and water.

{, These modern containers have im-

proved public health by providing
a varied and nutritious dist.

4, These containem have incressed
purchasing power and stimulated
economic development.

This American Revelution took place
without muskets, without riot, without
bloodshed. But it was one of the most im-
portant in history,..a “revolution’ stem-
ming from the developmentof thecontainer

Only In America—whers a free, competitive sconomy
encourages and stimulates enterprise—could such a
wonderful “revolution” have occurred.

American Can Company

CONTAINERS . «ufo help people live better @

Made in Canco's Oregon Plant ot Portland

2., They have provided moreand bet~
ter jobs in processing, manufac-
turing and distribution.

5, They have turned wasteland into
fertile acres, thereby increasing
the property value of {arm land.

Ever hear of this American Revolution?

known as the tin ean, Consider how the
can-making and eanning industries have
bettered our economy through mnzs
production and utilization of modern
containers for mare than 1500 producta:

7. These containers helped strengths
en the nation by providing ample
food reserves for our armed forces,

3, They bave increased and atahls
lized farm income by lifting sen- >
sonal limitations on mnrketing.

&, They have made availahle bettor
producta packaged more conven-
iently and economically,
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