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CHAPTER 18
Jobnny's eyes had been on Nan-
ey's fnee as the man made the
remark, The woman had sat down
them and idly

in np chiir near

Lbl.cklfll up one of the books that|ly

do¢ Maortin had been examining
in his hopeless quest for the miss-
ing manuseript, Expression of her
eves sald that her thoughts had
drawn up sharply for an instant;
she wns not looking at the book
at all, bul was abaorhed In Nick
Wiilker's statement. The look that
swent brielly through her eyes puz-
zled Johnny Saxon,

He sald, "Excuse me for a few
moments.” He motloned toward
the terrace, “I7T0 talk to her

Nick Walker pleked up his pipe
and started toward the hallway,
“Meanwnlle, T fix some drinki.
This Is the butler's night off. What
we need are some Bingapore Slings."

“Not a bad den”" sald Johnny,
"Anythlng with lguor in it will
be suitable.

Chuckiing loudly, the bhig man
disappenred.

“Mr., Saxon ., ., M Nancy wns
standing up, Her features looked
Ivory-white In the subdued light
of the room,

Johnny paused a moment.

“There’s s=omething 1
ought to tell you"

Y o 9

feel 1

8he went on, “You'll probably
hear some (hings about Martin . . .
Irene’s husband.”

His eyehrows raised slightly
& question,

“I mean, you'll hear that he wans
o s o well, not thoughtful of Irene
v+ o that he was living a lfe that
she did not suspect,  Someone’s
bound to lell you these things"

He remembered Kays remarks
this alternoon. He wondered what
this woman was trying to tell him.
“An Investigntor  hears lots  of
things. 1f T belloved everything
T heard .. "

“Don't balleve whnt vou hear
about Martin.' Her viloe had raliod
slightly, There wos somothing un-
naturnl about her eyes. “He was n
fine man, I don't care what they
say. He did everything In the
world for his family."

Her ovos wenbl  past

in

him  and

sought out the mante]l nbove o
huge open fireplnge. ““That's his
pleturs . ., the one al the left”

Johnny walked over to the fire-
place. Within a silver frame was

Jehnny's partner.  He came over
and shoved his big head ageinst
the Investigntors leg and walled
for his enrs to be scratched.

YAualeep?” asked Johnny quict-

T dunno, You lalk to her and
she sits with her eyes closed and
doesn's say anything, It's like she
wis In n trance.”

“Its n form of shock,” sald John-

ny
"Well, It we can't find out any-
thing, how're we gonnm get any
place? We'll goy taken off the cane
and then whereldl we be? Broke
BEpin!"™

"Stop worrying," Johnny quiet-
Iy told his friend. “I've mlready
found out something"

"You mean . . ." he started

T found out why Naney never
murried Nick Walker™

Intere: i In Moo's eyes. “The
trouble you. Johnny, s that|

you never take anything seriousiy.|
After all. Kay says it wat only
ek vou didn't get shot out there

on the harbor tonight . .,
"I took that serlously. I might
have drowned.”
“Look" whispered Moe Martin,
disturbed, "It funny Nick Walker
ve around that shore rond just

[ the time the shooting Hap-
pened . . 7

“Whnt kind of a cir does he
own,

“A station wagon."
polnted toward the opposite end
of the terrace, “It's parked out
there in the driveway.”

"Stay  here" Johnny direcled.
“T'N be right baok."”

The wide front senl was of Lin-
eolored leatherold, There wina a
flaghlight, n plpe and a box of
matehes in the middle of the seat,

Johnny pleked up the lght, back-
ed oyt of the car and opened the
door to the roeomy rear eompnrt-
ment. Snoapping on the light, he
saw that the statlon wapon wns
npparently used for hanline farm
supplles. There was the amell of
oals and hayv. Particles of grain
were scattered on Lhe [looring.

Two small, square, yellow-colored
boxes enught Johnny's eve. Each
contalned l4-gauge shotgun shells,
One box wrs half empty. There was
no gun in the car.

Moe Martin

e

In the doys of Cleopatrs, wom-
en stained their nails with hen-
na,

n pleture of a hand: Inoking
man  with sensitive, sharpiy de-
fined features, 1L was Martin
Bmith, the murdered man, Johmmy
had oftentimes seen the milllon-
nire's pleture In the newspapers,
but he hadn't renlized the mun
wns 50 young-looking.

Johnny merely glanced al the
pieture, then turned abruptly to
Naney, who had come behind him,
Perhinps she hod expected him to
study the pholograph for n mo-
ment longer. Anyway, she setmed
unpreparcd for his move,

She, too, had been looking up
ft the photograph. He was amnzed
by the expression thal had come
over her fuee,

Appprently she lhad been smil-
fug up al the pholograph.  Bul
whot Johnhy saw was somewhat
awesome,  Hall of ithe woman's

& smiles, The other hnlf of
fuee wis o parbinlly  twisted
grimnee: T4 was sort of n fright-
(il combination that gave Johnny
Saxan o distinet shock — untll he
reilized whnl wns wrong,

The left side of Naney Engluned’s
fentures. were affected by partinl
puralyaln

And she know he hind observed

this
Nancy  turned  away  quickly,
murmured  something inaudible

nnd hurrled toward the center hall-
way. She moved with a tense man-
ner that was visible In the straight-
ness of her slim shoulders,

Johnny Saxon stood Lthere o
maoment, again looking up at the
man's photograph in  the sllver
frame. He hnd made an astound-
Ing discovery.

Johnny eclosed the sereen door
aquielly and let his eves grow udc-
oustomed to the sudden darkne
onislde. Moo Martin's stocky IHiure

appeared out of the night and he
whinpered, "She's over there,” He
made a mobtlon Indieating the far
end of the tereace-veramda.
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