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‘NORMAL" BUSINESS

How are things going to be in Oregon for 19527 This
question, referring to business activity and employment,
brings & calm answer from Dr. Wesley C. Ballaine, pro-
fessor of business administration at the University of
Oregon, He says in the latest issue of the Oregon Business
Review that 1952 will be about the same in the state as in
1951.

According to him, “This means a continued high output
which will remain comparatively stable during the course
of the year.” The only "if"” he adds concerns a general
war. If such a war develops, then predictions would have
to be revised. .

Dr, Ballaine approves this iden of things developing as
they are. He helieves it is well that national defense
orders have done little to distort the Oregon economy
from what it would have been under peace-time condi-
tions characterized by an active level of business over the
entire country. Then he notes, “the shock of cessation
of defense orders should be less in Oregon than in many
other states.”

Instead of worrying about what might happen when
the defense hoom eases, there should be more thought
given to bringing new business and industry to the state
and the Salem area in particular,

The defense program is no ghort-term project.

For many, many months, armament will restrict use of
steel and heavy construction materials to defense work,
That means that business activity in the state will have
to mark time as far as real expansion is concerned, Mean-
while, defense worlk in California and the state of Wash-
ington will demand more &nd more manpower—and will
call for expansion. The relative business position of
Oregon on the Pacific coast will suffer as & result.

There was & lot of talk that those who came to Oregon
for war work in World War II would pack up and go home
after the surrender papers were signed, But the pop-
ulation of the state continued to grow. There is no rea-
pon to believe war work in Oregon now would bring any
different results in the future,

The attitude of leave business as it is is not in the best
interests of the economic welfare of the state, Sure,
business activity will roll along, but normal business
doesn't offer enough new johs to bring a healthy growth
to the state. The Chamber of Commerce of Salem and
the other cities of Oregon ought to recognize that fact.

Furthermore, the state ought to make as great a contri-
bution as posgible, as one of the 48 states, to the national
rearming.

UNIFORM STATE TRUCK FEES NEEDED

Governor Len Jordsn of Idsho has called a special ses-
sion of the legisluture on January 16 with a request that
a law be enacted enabling Idaho to make reciprocity
agreements with neighboring states on truck licenses.

It is common practice for the various states to recog-
nize the licenses issued by the individual states on trucks,
even though such rates are not uniform,

The 1951 Idaho legislature failed to enact any law per-
mitting officials of the department of motor vehicles to
enter into the customary reciproeily agreements with
Oregon and Washington,

Willinm Healy, assistant secretary of state for Oregon,
has attended numerous conferences with Idaho and Wash-
ington state officials in an effort to bring about an agree-
ment. Such efforts failed.

As a result, officials of both Oregon and Washington
posted guards at the ldaho border on January 1, warning
any Idaho truck owners they would be barred from en-
tering the two states unless the motor truck fees of the
two states were paid by such truckers,

In the face of this barrier, Governor Jordan acted, de-
elaring that “1 don't want any border warfare and there
is bad feeling by other states.”

The Tdaho situation is nnother evidence that the great-
est need in connection with highway use is uniform fees
for all trucks operating from all states in the union.

At present, through a referendum filed by the big
truck operators, new truck fee schedules enacted by the
Oregon 19561 legislature are held up until next Novem-
ber's general election with a resullant loss to the state
highway department of approximately $2 million dur-
ing 1952, Truckers maintain large lobbies in the legisla-
tors of every state with but one purpose in mind, to
escape paying its just share as highway users and de-
stroyers,

SHIP SUBSIDY WASTE

Tha house executive spending subcommitliee signals
the opening of the congressional sezsion by assailing, as
a result of prolonged investigations, the maritime board
for “dragging its feet for over two years in cutling mil-
lions from exrcessive subsidies” for passenger liners.

Chairman Porter Hardy, dr. (D, Va.), gave the hoard
80 dayvs to reach a decision on subsidies for the American
Export Lines, Inc., and the United States Lines Co., or
face renewed hearings,

The eommittee said 26 months ago that at least $25
million for six ships were “excessive” and ordered the
board to readjust its figures. The subsidies were blamed
on irregular procedures, bad arithmetic and over inter-
pretation of the law.

Three of the ships, the $70,000,000 superliner “United
States” and the $28,400,000 liners “Independence” and
“Constitution,” already have been launched, The latter
two have heen delivered to the Export Line on condition
that the price may be readjusted. Thers have bean re-
ports that the board's own staff has found the subsidies
were too high and has recommended cutting them by
millions. Tha board has heen mum on the question. It
may end up In the passenger liner busineas itself if the
shipownera balk at reduced subsidies, as an alternative of
finding another purchaser,

The original subsidies wers set by the old maritime
eommission which was replaced by the maritime board
after the subcommittee made its report. The old com-
mission agreed to chip in $11,458,000, nearly half the cost,
on hoth the "Independence” and the “Constitution.” It

d—

agreed to contribute $42,000,000 for the “United States.” id
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POOR MAN'S PHILOSOPHER

Persons Moving to Suburbs
Are Daniel Boones of Today

By HAL BOYLE

New York (#) — The Daniel
Boone of today s the suburban-
ite. He inhabits America’'s last
frontier—the suburbs. And it is
the only frontier in our coun-
try's history that is increasing
instend of dwindling.

A suburb is one of those
vague populated places you get
lost in when you drive out of a
big city,

They usually bear such quaint
names as Quagmire Heights or
Swampville on the Rappahan-
nock,

- - -

There seems to be no particu-
lar reason why they spring up
in any one place. There is a re-
port that once a railroad train
pulling out of a city paused
courteously to let a cow cross
the track. Before the train start-
ed up some enterprising real es-
tate dealer wandered by, stuck
up a sign saying "Bovine Mead-
ows," and started selling lots to
the passengers,

Suburbs vary, but they usual-
Iy have these things in com-
mon: An antique store, two li-
quor stores, four real estate of-
fices, one taxi you can never
get when you need it, and a rail-
road station that closes on cold
nights whenever the ticket sell-
er sees a lone wayfarer who
wants to come in and get warm,

- - -

The average suburbanite be-
comes one because he feels “the
city is no place to raise chil-
dren.” So he buys a brightly
painted home in the suburbs too
big for a doll-house and too
small to shelter a St, Bernard
dog,

Here he and ‘his  happy
swarming brood live in the same
kind of intimacy and harmony
visible in a wrestling ring.

He becomes a pllgrim between
his home in the hinterland and
his desk in the ecity, and he is
a prisoner of the rallroad that
links them.

There are two big evenis in
his year—the days when they
change the timetables and pro-
vide him with new reading mat-
ter,

The suburbanite has all the
pains of a farmer and a few of
the joys of the urban dweller,
In summer he comes to work
bee-stung and overborne with
poison ivy, complaining, “A new
bug ruined my garden last
night. 1 fed DDT to the bugs
and they just eried for more.”

Winter strikes him with a pe-
culiar virulence. He finds that
the only thing free in the sub-
urbs is air, and sometimes there
iz too much of it after October.
But when he stagegers into work
on January mornings, pinching
his frost bitten nose and ears,
he only mutters manfully:

"My the fresh air was like
wine today out where I live"
Frozen winel

-

Bad weather snows him in,
debt snows him under.,

He thought taxes would be
low when he moved to the sub-
urbs, but that was before the
cily council decided to pave the
streets and build a new high
school,

He got out of the city because
the traffic drove him erazy, and
finds that it is as hard to park
a ear in n suburb shopping dis-
trict as it is Times Sguare,

He yearned for neighborli-
ness, and the guy who moves
in next door buys a dog to bite

his children.
- L

The suburbanite gamely
sticks it out, however, until the
mortgage is paid and the kids
reared. Then he sells his house
to a new frontiersman, and tells
his wife:

“Come on, honey, let's move
back to the clly—and start liv-
ing again"

No Trouble to Walk on Ice

Oklahoma City ("'—Police Judge Mike Foster didn't have
any (rouble walking on the ice which coated Oklahoma re-

cently.

A pitchlork was his solution. Just use It like a cane and

dig into the lce, he expinined.

WAY TO INFLUENCE GOP

Truman Could Relieve lke

Of Command

to Beat Taft

By LYLE C. WILSON

Washinglton UR—Gen. Dwight
D. Bisenhower's public bow as n
republican is & reminder that
President Truman could take a
big hand in nomination of the
1052 GOP presidentinl candi-
date if he desired to do so.

He could do that by relieving
Fisenhower of his European as-
signment, 1L is definite now
that the general will not ask to
be relieved to join in his own
pre-convention campaign.

Eisenhower put It this way:

"Under no circumstances will
1 ask for relief from this as-
signment in order to seek nomi-
natlon for political office and 1
shall not participate in the pre-
convention aclivities of others
who may have such an intention
with respect to me"

- . .

The eonsensus here In that Mr,
Truman will seek re-election
this year, paired with Vice Pres-
Ident Alben W. Barkley. But
the administration has had some
hard knocks.

Some more hard knocks might
persuade Mr, Truman not ie
run, or, even that the demo-
eratic party had been so badly
hurt it could not elect a pres-
Ident this year under any eir-
cumstances,

Mr. Truman's political judg-
ment would sense any such seri-
oun trouble for his party and its
eandidates. That would give
him & lvelier-than-ever inter-
est in the identity of the repub-
lican presidential nominee.
Especially his foreign policy

ean,

No seerel around the White
House is the fact thal the pres-
ident is confident right now that
he could lick Sen. Robert A,
Taft, (R, 0.), not that he would
relish the job., He'd like 1o beat
Taft worse than FDR beal Alf
M. Landon which, in terms of
states earried, was 46-10-2.

Next to licking Taft, himself,
Mr. Truman would like some-
one else 1o lick the Ohioan. That
s where Tke might shine.

Politics is tricky business.

A few months from now the
Taft pre-convention campaign
may have steamed up a pace
seeming to call for Tke's person-
al, smiling appearance on home
grounds to stay in the contest.

If such a situation developed
and democratic prospects looked
tour, the relief of Elsenhower
would explode on the domestie
seene big, like a bomb. There
wouldn't be much for ke to do
except come home.

. - -

And as for not participating
In the pre-convention campaign
~—that ix ensy. The general could
nccept speaking engagements be-
fore non-political groups. Ae-
cept as many as he liked.

Back there in 1840, FDR won
A third term election without
campaigning at all, Hardly. Hia
travels around the country were
sirictly inspection tours of the
great national defense  effort.
Same thing in 1044,

FDR couldn’t help it i some
volers saw him or overheard his
non-political speeches, Tke would
not ba able to prevent that,
elther,

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

Truman Not to Run Again?
That Is His Latest Hint

By DREW_PEARSON

Washinglon — At a private
Christmas holiday party at In-
dependence, Mo., President Tru-
man let drop the most definite
hint &0 far as to whether he
will Tun for a third term.

“Grover Cleveland's greatest
mistake," he said, "was fo run
again. He would have been a
great president but for that”

Meanwhile close friends have
found the president so tired, so
waorried and so upset over those
in his administration who “have
let him down,"” that they haven't
had the heart to tell him how
low his stock has dropped
throughout the country.

Those gathered with him at
a family party in Tedependence,
however, found the president
relaxed for the first time in
weeks: He joked, gossiped and
enjoyed himself — though tens-
ing when somebody mentioned
the press,

Mrs, Truman, who was loak-
Ing better than ever, dropped a
necklace., It had become un-
fastened from around her neck.

“When I don't put her tpgeth-
er, she comes apart,” remarked
her husband, stopping to pick
it up.

“I envied you those furlle
steaks In Florida," suggested a
friend.

“¥You can have all the turtles,
sharks and snake meat,” the
president shot back. “Just give

me an old-fashioned Xansas
City steak."
When someone asked him

about Life's article on his loud
shirts and Florida wardrobe,
Truman replied that the maga-
zine was trying to belittle him.
“A few years ago they called
me the best-dressed man in the
United States,” he said.

“What do you think of the
Kansas City Star?" someone
asked.

“Don't answer that one,” Mrs.,
Truman cautioned quickly,
doubtless remembering what
her husband had said on pre-
vious oceaslons regarding his
old friend, Roy Roberls, the
Star's publisher.

Margaret looked especially
well at the party. She has lost
about ten pounds and benefited
from the Parlsian gowns picked

. - -

NORBLAD'S JACKET

Buying negligee for the wife
is an awkward job for most
men, doubly so when a member
of congress has his credit chal-
lenged,

Congressman Waller Norblad
of Oregon found he didn't have
enough cash In his pocket after
purchasing some nightwear for
his missus at an Arlington, Va,,
shop, so wrote out a congres-
sional check, payable from his
salary account with the house
sergeant-al-arms.

“I'm sorry, but you'll have to
show us some identification,”
said a girl cashier,

Confidently the Oregon con-
gressman produced a card bear-
ing his pholo and signature,
plus the official seal of the
United Stales. Bul the young
lady remained skeptical. She
noted that the customer was
wearing an old air force jacket
and had an advanced case of
“tive-o'clock-shadow — unlike
the clean-shaven features of his
photograph.

Giving Norbland a fishy eye,
she called over another girl em-
ployee for eonsultation. Togeth-
er they studied the card, and
eyed the congressman,

“T tell you, I'm a member of

congress,”  pleaded  Norblad.
“Thal card is my Iidentifica-
tion."

Finally, the second young

lady pointed to the Oregonian's
wealher-bralen jacket.

“I guess he's all right,” she
said, “He's in the army."

Norblad picked up his pack-
age and fled in confusion.
. L]

HIGHHANDEDNESS

Though it was no time for
milk - toast diplomacy, our
charge d'affaires almost apolo-
gized to the Hungarians for the
heat which the American pub-
lic was putting on the state de-
partment over the incident of
the four imprisoned fliers.

The state department has dis-
eretely kept this part of its ne-
gotiations secret, However, this
column is able to report the first
meek moves by our embassy in
Budapest to free the four air-
men.

Our protest was entrusted to
George Abbott, American
charge d'affaires, who hiked
over to the Hungarian foreign
office to deliver it. What he got
was the diplomatic run around.
He couldn't even find anyone
to protest to. Result was that
he ended up far down the Hun-
garian diplomatic ladder talk-
ing to Endre Sik, an adviser on
political affairs.

The Hungarian seemed amus-
ed at Abbott’s frantic efforts to
deliver his protest.

“Have you no patience?" Sik
shrugged.

“Yes, 1 have patience, but the
American people and the press
are aroused over this case,” re-
plied Abbott.

Then he pointed out that Sik
had once served in Washington
and ought to know the effect
of public opinion on U. 8. pol-
icy.

"I should have no need to lec-
ture you on the effect of an
aroused American press and
public on the policy-making
machinery,"” Abbott explained.

The public knows the rest of
the story — how the communist
government held the four
American airmen for $120,000
blackmail. Since then, the com-
munists are whispering around
Europe that the United States
can’t even protect its own citi-
zens, let alone European na-
tionals,

. . L]
MORE TAXES

Political advisers are frying
to talk him out of it, but the
president has made up his mind
to ask congress for more taxes
in 1852.

Pressure to increase has come
from two chief sources: 1, The
joint chiefs of staff, who want
more ships, tanks and planes;

The couneil of economic ad-
visers, who want higher taxes
to curb inflation.

Loudest voice against hiking
taxes is White House counsel,
Charlie Murphy. He argues
that the government can raise
all the money it needs by clos-
ing tax loopholes for high
bracket taxpayers, spreading
the military budget over five
years and curtailing govern-
ment waste. Murphy fears vot-
ers will rebel alt another {ax
boost in an election year; rec-
ommerids holding the 1852 bud-
get to the estimated 1952 in-
come — about $70 million.

HST has offered to “compro-
mise" by asking for another tax
inerease, but not a “major” one.
He explained to his advisers
that he wanted fo give the air
force its 143 groups, though it
would cost more in faxes. At
any rate, Truman has passed
down the word to include a tax
request in his message to con-
Eress,

Note — Though the joint
chiefs asked for 860 billion for
defense alone, this has plready
been rejected by the White
House which is holding out for
§$50 billion . . , the budget bu-
reayu goes further, is trying to
trim the military down to $45
blllion,
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SALEM FEDERAL SAVINGS
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WITHDRAWAL
OPEN SAVINGS ACCOUNTS
C(ONVENIENT LOCATION

Five important facts
which make Saving at
Salem Federal worth-
while.

Easy and
Convenlent

560 State Street

' RATE 214 Current Earnings

SAFE" Insured to $10,000.00

WITHDRAWALS

Salem Federal Savings
Accounis may be with-

drawn without penalty or loss of earnings.

SALEM FEDERAL SAVINGS axn LOAN
840 Siate Birset.s Sglom, Qregon + temesons 2:4139
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OPEN FORUM

Baby-Sitters Recall O. Henry i

To the Editor; We are baby-
sitters while our daughler and
her husband spend a few days
at the beach with some friends,

We must be geiting old or
something, for our reactions to
the confusion and noise are
similar to the effect on the two
thugs who kidnaped the big
shot's five-year-old boy in O.
Henry's "The Ransom of Red
Chief.”

You recall that the boy had
& wonderful time at the hide-
out where they took him, They
sent a demand to the big shot
for a couple of thousand dollars
for the relurn of the boy, but
day after day went by end no
reply.

The thugs soon were sore In
mind and body for they each
took turns in watching for the
ransom money while the other
took care of and amused the boy.

How each one dreaded the
day he had to be baby-sitter!

Often he had to be riding
horse for cowhoy Red Chief and
often he was the paleface to be
scalped by Red Chief, Each
soon had black and blue spots
from head to toe, goose eggs
on his head and skinned knees
and knuckles,

They were getling desperate,
they couldn't stand it much
longer, when glory be, an an-
swer came. Here it is: Do you
guys think I'm crazy? Now here
is my best offer. Take It or
leave it. Bring $500 in cash
and the boy in good shape and
I'll take him, otherwise wyou
keep him.”

It sounded like a wonderful
bargain to them so they pooled
their cash and took the boy and
headed for the rendezvous.

J. N. PEABODY,
Stayton, Ore,

Protests New License Tax Bill

To the Editor: The proposed
new MHeense tax bill assesses a
$25 fee for second-hand dealers,
Also, it is my understanding
that a store which takes used
merchandise in trade may sell
this merchandise without a sec-
ond-hand dealer's license.

What is fair about that?

¥our furniture store ecan sell
used furniture, your jeweler
may sell the watch he took in
trade without paying a license,
while the small fry like myself
is taxed because I buy for cash,

As a taxpayer in Salem for
35 wyears, I was both disturb
and surprised at the spendin
extravagance of our city fathers
during the past five years. It
certainly proves that it is high
time our business men and
property taxpayers drew back
on the reins.

Here is for more men like
Dave O'Hara on our city coun-
cil.

WOLF COHEN
Square Deal Second Hand
Store

No Tanks, Say Citizens

Philadelphia WR—A 3Y-ton

Sherman fank, borrowed by

University of Psnnsylvania ROTC students to advertise their
annual dance; got all the intended publicity—and then some.
Children fied and mothers screamed as the huge tank began
moving as passersby looked at it yesterday—its 80-millimeter
turret gun swinging menacingly.
Police who found the vehicle not far from its parking place
took into custody and later relensed #-vn university students
"

discovered in the turret “cond
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PACIFIC

Take sdvantage of Union Pacific's comfortable
trains and dependable all-weather schadules
when traveling to and from the East. You cam
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