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THE STORY SO FAR: Seeking-th- e

murderer of his pal, Jimmy
, Weston, Line Bradway comes to

South Pass, Wyoming. He fightswith Emery, the gambler, wounds
his right hand man, McKeever,
and confiscates his derringer.Then he teams up with Vince,
another cowpoke. By accident he
meeta Lucy Bandon, Jimmy's girl.
Lucy stirs him deeply and he finds
himself falling in love with her.
The girl warns him to watch out
for Emery and her Aunt Kit, the
Maverick Queen. Later in town,
the Texan, Colonel Lee, offers
Line a job, but he is not interest-
ed. Instead he contacts the local
doctor and arranges to have Jim-
my's body disinterred to check
the bullet that killed him against
McKeever's derringer. Now go on
with the story

CHAPTER 6
It was almost dark when Lincoln

ttepped Into the street, and went
to the Chinese restaurant for his
supper. Vlnce was there but he
appeared not to notice Lincoln.
Three other men sat singly at ta-

bles. Vlnce did not linger long aft-
er Lincoln entered, but as he passed
by he gave the Nebraskan a glance
which was enough to cause Line to
make haste with his own supper.

Line started down the street, sud-
denly to be startled by Vlnce ap-
pearing from behind a board fence.

( "Don't do that I" he said, his arm
rcituuiiB. a ihikmi nave plugged
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the first move. They figure you
eain't stay away from cyard games
while you've got money. An' it you
stay away Kit Bandon will lure you
back. Reckon they want yore money
first an' then yore life."

"Kit Bandon doesn't want me shot
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not right away, at least," mur-
mured Lincoln, thoughtfully. "Lucy
heard her quarreling with Emery
about that."

"Wal, mebbe the Queen has some
particular reason to want you alive
for a spell but don't trust thet dame,
pard. Anyway, you're slated to buck
the tiger again, an' a
from Atlantic, the other minin' town
is heah to beat you to a gun."

"Reckon my deal is to see them
first," muttered Lincoln.

"Wal, so long as you're goln'
ahead with yore deal, I want to be
there .when It comes off. You can
gamble on this, pard. There'll be
one or more of thet outfit hangln'
back somewhere, aimin' to plug you
from where It's safe."

"How'd you get this information?"
"Bill tipped me off first. Thet

hombre from Atlantic answers to the
handle Oun Haskel, double loaded

" with artillery, an' Bill said he was
' a feller who made

no bones of claimin' he was sent
1 to put some cowboy out of the way.
a Then I saw Haskel in the Gold Bar
T. hotel: I followed him in an' out
s of three other saloons. He was
j. drinkln' none or shootin' off his lip.
r I reckon he's a hard customer."
s "We've got the cards," Line said,
i. "Le's play. Keep ahead of me. Go
? in Emery's place and look around.

If you locate Haskel be in sight
When I step in."

? "I savvy, pard. It'll be my par-
's ticular job to bore any hombre who

acts queer behind youre back."
a Line slowly followed him to the
i, "Leave It" and as he stepped Into
i the bright, garish hall, Vince stalk-- i

ed back past him. Out of the cor- -
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"Why are you telling ma this,Miss Bandon?"
"Because, Line Bradway. I'vi met

many men in my time, but none
who ever before made me forgetmy own Men are
cheap out this way but they'llhave to kill me first hot-- , f.h.v
get at you."

Lincoln had nn rlrmht. f hrstatements. There was something
uuui ir, yet ne Knew Watthis time she was telling the truth.

ouu you can i stop it lor long.
1 coma 11 you'll so out fcr, mv

ranch with me. otherwise thai
gamblers and Haskel will fores a
meeting.

"What was your motive in drag-
ging me up here?"

"You're the oniv decent man I've
met out here, and I like you . . .
ine outer tning concerns those let
ters you got irom Jimmy Weston."

"I have Jimmv's letters." admit-- 1
ted Lincoln, warily.

"What did he he write about
me?" she whispered.

"Not much. He admired you but
most, ne seemea to say in nts let
ters was about a gin ne lutea."

was ner name Lucy7"
"Why, yes, ma'am. He said you

had ouerred him with her and he I

was going to get even."
Without warning, Kit Bandon

threw her white arms about his
neck. It was a gesture of abandon .

and relief. It was as though she
had been released from a fearful
strain. Was It possible that after
all Weston had never betrayed her?
"Line, It's all right now. I thought
weston naa made you nate me .
You don't, do you?"

"A man would find It mighty dif-

ficulthating you," he said.
"Then Kiss me," she whispered
It was as if fire had taken the

place of blood in his veins. Still he
released himself from her arms.
those enticing lips. "That'll be all

Kit," ne saia, noarseiy.
"But it was a great deal, wasn't

it?" she replied, softly. "Line, will
you come out to my ranch to get
away from this deal to put you out
of the way?"

"I can't do that, Kit. I'm not the
kind to run from anyone."

"Then meet Haskel, outside in the
street . . . He's a trigger-happ- y

lout," she went on, with contempt
In her tone. "But to meet you in
an even break he knows would be
suicide ... I dared Emery to meet
you like a man."

"Vnn did?"
"I'm a fickle woman." she said,

with her dazzling smile. "But I tell
you I never oeiore men a cowooy
like you, a reauy aangerous uiou
. . . that I could love I".

"Listen laov. I can save you
some time and trouble. I Just don't
rope easy, Kit."

"I've saved your life twice al-

ready. Usually I don't go out of
my way to 6ave the lives of strang-
ers. Cowboy, I'm spoiled. I've never
had tn nlead for anv man's favor I"
Aealn she threw herself upon him,
but Line took ner arms irom wmit
his neck, and stepped back.

"Don't make a fool of yourself or
of me. You've had your little scene,
as you must have many a time be-

fore. You've only seen me twice
only been with me once." .

"No man would dare . . ." Her
voice, a moment ago so warm, was
now cold with the anger of a
woman scorned. She had suffered
a repulse, something wholly unprec-
edented in her experience. Yet she
fought down her anger lor we
sake of her perhaps
even because she loved this man
who had resisted ail ner Dianaisn- -
mpnhs. I

"What are you going u aoi - sne
asked. . ...

First look up wis man iiasni"
"That suits me. Let me Ko down

with you. Even these dogs wouldn't
shoot you wnne youTe wiwi me.

He followed Kit Bandon down
and stalked toward the alcove where
there was not a movement among
the dozen or more men present, ex
cept the furtive glances of their
eyes, inere were nve u juuciy a

table, including a
individual, who sat

across from a vacant cnair.t
vince suddenly appeared stagger

ing throuKh the alcove, giving a
realistic performance as a drunken
cowboy.

"Whos eoin' on in here?" he asked.
and he lurched to a point behind j

Emery, where he backed against
the wall.

Amid a tense silence, Line point-
ed to the bewhiskered man. say
ing. "Emery, is this big clown your
man jiasxeiv- -

"Whore you?" snarled oun Has-
kel.

"I'm Line Bradway. You brag
ged in every saloon in town what
you had ridden In here to do to me.
Rvervbodv in South Pass knows it.
And now you're suddenly not so
keen for gunplay, uouia it oe you re
yellow?"

(To Be Continued)
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;y ner of his mouth he whispered:
I "Rustle back!"
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- ran to catch his arm. "Line Brad-- s
way Wait Don't go In there. Come
with mel" She drew her bare arm
under his. and pulling him close

. to her fragrant and bewildering
, person, almost dragged him up the
,' narrow stairway.
,' There was an open door leading
i Into a little parlor where a lamp
) under a colored shade gave a. sub- -

dued rosy light. Kit Bandon closed
i the door behind her. Then Line

turned to look at her. The white
gown augmented her lush beauty
and he caught a glint of diamonds.

' Only half conscious of these details,
j It was her face that transfixed him.
! He had never looked into such a
, passionate and alluring face as the
,' Maverick Queen's. But in the dark,
. soft beauty of her eyes he could

see both fear and courage reflected.
As she stood before him in that
little room, Line became aware that

i a red mark marred the whiteness
' of her forehead.

He pointed toward the ugly welt,
i "Who did that?"

"Emery. He knocked me down
on your account.

"Why?"
"I had spoiled his plans ... He

' accused me of falling in love
; with you ... I admitted laughed

in his face."
"What Dlans?"
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'. "He sent for Gun Haskel to
, meet you."
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