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Pathway to the Stars

By HARNETT T. KANE

{Author of "Loulaiana Harride" and “Bride of Fortune.”)

THE BTORY 50 FAR: Salling lo~

ward New Orleans in 1804, sohn

McDonough worries about his car-

o, and Margaret Koy, back in

timore, who has mancuvercd
him inte a virlunl engagement.

Aboard ship he meels a charm-

ing Creole lady, Madame de Bois-

blanc. Anxious to reach port
ahead of & rival ship, John travels

& shorter land route on horse-

back through mud and rain. He

disposes of his firm's cargo al a
handsome profit, and four months
Iater s handling $100,000 in busi-

ness. Already the continent's cen-

tral place of exchange, John be-
lieves in a still greater future for

New Orleans, Now go on with the
slory—

CHAFTER 3

“Make your money work for you,"
his father had once sald. He wos
buying whatever seemed good, ut
whatever terms he could get; Mr.
Taylor was beginuing to compalin
that his money wis returning too
slowly, that John's deals were on
too long-range A bials. There was o
certain potentlal risk in this, John
admitied. Yei wosn't there a risk
in everything? And the very aur
here had something that stirred his
trading instineis.

A tap sounded, and the serving
girl entered with an esay amile, a
cup of black colfee, and a message;
“M'sieur Jean, a gentleman down-
stalrs.”

John frowned. Nervously he re-
membered Margaret Roy and the
letters he somehow hod not had
time to wrile her ...

Descending the stairs, he halted
in astonlshment, Belore him sat
the decorous Senor Bernardo Go-
mez, his sallow face bland and un-
wrinkled. At the sight of John the
senlor member of the Gomes firm

Tose.

“Senor, It s good to see you"

John's handshake was wary, "Sit
down, won't you?"

Senor Gomez maode an Cosy ges-
ture, “Our companies have had'—
he paused dellentely — “misunder-
standings, Still, there s no resson
to contfnue A pointless hostility, s
there? I've walched you for some
time, my dear MeDough, I admire
our kind of ability whencver L see
L' Even In an American, he ap-
peared to be saylng. The next words
came swiltly: “And so—1'd like you
to take & plnce with our firm.” He
held up hi=z hand, “Whatever ar-
rangement Senor Taylor has mode,
it will be bettered."

John stared, For a moment he
Zvru delighted; the Gomes offlce way
he oldest in the eity. Yet he could
not aecepl It; the Taylors had done

much for him. “I'm grateful for
the thought" he replied, “but 1
have other obligations.”

If Senor Gomer was surprised, he
was not disconcerted, “I'm sorry.
There's another matier, however.”
The halt was almost Imperceptible.
*¥ou know, there's besn a problem
about the ‘trash’ thal gels Into cot-
ton shipments.”

“Quite.” The word “problem™ was
an understatement; Mr, Taylor had
been Iumlng about It.  Scheming
growers or shippers from up country
slipped everything from wood to
hunks of metal Into the bales. The
extra welght brought higher re-
turns, and the fraud was hard to
trace,

Senor Gomes dropped the long
white ash from his clgar. “The sit-
uation is the fault of none of us
here, Yet—we might enlorce a—
uniformity, Let the cotton people
understand that we will allow a cer-
taln maximum amount of trash."
The dark eyes had a glimmer of
further meaning.

John rose. A vein twilched in
his temple. “I wouldn'l want any-

E to do with a flihy scheme
liks that—and if T ean do anything
to stop It, 1 willl™

The Spaniard got up slowly, his
aves flery, his manner no less ur-
bane. “I see. Senor, you will ex-
cuse me." A flicker of scorn showed
on his face. Then he turned hix
back and walked oul of the room.

A moment Inter John, still fum-
Ing, strode down the strest In the
opposile diregtion. Gomez  would
be a powerful enemy.

The day wis Sunduy, but n Sun-
day such ns Baltimore never know.
Men surged nlong as on  parsde,
shouting, laughing, gestlcuinting.
Oarringes rocked by, and friends
learned ont to cry preetlngs, A
band played; in New Orleans a band
alwnys played . . . It wos more like
the Fourth of July!

At the next cormer he had to
pause, beoause radns had made It o
morass, Just ahead, two well-dressed
men were jumping gingerly noross
the roadway from cne high spot to
the next, John heard n splash and
the words: "You did that on pur-
pose!™

Surely the second man  would
explain, He did nothing of the sort
John mpproached. "1 saw thiy, and
nobody Intended—" he began

To hix astontshment the second
Individual stopped hilm. “Sir, this W
no matler for anvone excepl
Tl thank you , . .* He foced awny.
Well, it they wanted it thal way,
John started off; then he heard o
slup and turnid to see o red moark
across the lnst spenker's face, My

representatives will enll . , . The
words were muttered. What fools
they were,

Disturbed, by the sights nnd sounds
of the city, John returned to ihe
boardinghouse, At the door walted o
white-halred mulatto,

“Michle MeDonogh?" he nsked In
gombo, the Negro dialect, part

French, part African, He gave John
a note,

“A matter in your interest . .
Could you accompany Guillaume to
the house?" John's heartbeat quick-
ened at the signature—Desiree de
Bolsblane, He had thought of her
more than ence since his arrival; by
now he knew that the family held
high place in fashionable Royal
Street. He had hesitated about ap:
roaching her, but with this note
ﬁe realized how curious he had
really been about the Boishlancs.

Guillnume showed him the way to
a fine house of wood and plaster,
A paneled door opened, and another
seryant ndmitted him to a hall dom-
inated by » many-tiered chande-
ler.

Then Deslree stood beslde him.
“Msleur?” As she extended her
hand, footsteps sounded, and they
turned, “You remember by son,
Francols?" i th o

The young man bowed, then shool
Imil(l.',;}lln.ss time John thought he
saw, instead of the earller hostll-
Ity, n reflection of ihe mother's
Interest,

“About my message to you . . .7
Desires began, and then she wis
talking to him simply and directly.
»I lke you, and I think you should
know that Francols Just heard peo-
ple talking about you. Apparently
you've had & — difficulty with the
Giomezes. We don't mean to intrude
ourselves, but we've heard thal they
are going to use their Influence
against you."

John bent forward, ‘How? 1
haven't broken any law.”

Desiree shrugged. “How do you
know, with the Spaniards?” Her
fnce was anxious, “Recently they
sent @ cousin of mine lo all on
some Lrumped-up charge,

John swallowed, A preity pros-
pect, after his months of struggling
and seraping,

I“rnm:nlfr. interrupted his thoughta:
“The Gomezes nren't quite as pow-
erful as before. II the governors
office hand n remson for lgnoring
what they wanted .. . There I8 one
wny oub that severpl of my friends
have used, They became, lke nll
ol us, Bpanish subjects."

John's. fnee chunged, AL leasl o
dozeni Americans had recently taken
that course, The Spanish authori-
ties welcomed Ib as s sign of thelr
ncceptance in Loulslana. 1t was
ihe last thing that John wanted Lo
do. but he saw It now mnoL as a
slgn of thelr accetpance In. Louisi-
ang. It was the last thing that
Johin wanted to do, but be saw It
now nok ns a question of honor but
one of slmple survival, Then he
henrd Francols ngain: “The maln
thing is to declare your Intention of
becoming & Spaniard. You could do
It todny.”

John's eye swere grave. “I will,
right ofl."

Desire ralsed her hand happlly.
“you won't go this minute, wull
you? Here's Guillnume with coffes

Over the colffee cups they talked
easunlly. John told of the street-
crossing incldent and the | !
duels.

His listeners snt sllent. John grew
awnre thal Desiree had bowed her
head, “It would have been useless
to intervene. My older was killed
that wny Inst yenr. The inscription”
—ler mouth twisted—"refers to him
as ‘vietime de'honneur.’”

Francols patted his mother’s arm,
“A mon must defend himsell.” Then
he faced John, new interest in his
eyes, “Who were the two today?"

*I heard that one was a Jean
Delacrolx, The other a Maxent, Yes,
Paul Maxent.”

At his lnst words Deslree’s lips
fell open, and her son made an in-
voluntary motlon. “It's my cousin,”

Desiree's hands worked In her lap,|.

nnd tenrs were very close.

John gobt up, ‘Im very sorry. If
rd known . . "

Francols jumped to his feet, "No,
we're thankful you brought the news
40 soon, Maybe I ean lead them
off. He suddenly seemed older,
more sure of himsell, “Maman, T
ride right over. Let me seg your up-
stndrs."

‘T manage, Francois. And now,
pgood day, M'sleur McDonogh , . "
John took her hand and watched as
ahe slowly nscended the curved
stalrs, Prancols had already ordered
a earringe, and ns it rolled into the
flugstone pssage the Creole ahook
hands warmly. John ealled out aft-
er him: “Godspeed!™

Later that day there wns good
nows, for John lenrned that Pran-
eoly dé Bolsblane had been fortun-
pte enough to stop the other duel
That had taken n cerinln akill; the
more he saw of the young Creole,
the greater respect he had for him
It wns a curions plnee, this New
Orlenna,

('To Be Continued)
ignth e leothaul:

[Two Gasoline Thieves
'Sent to Penitentiary

Albany—Two of the three
men Involved in the thelt of gas-
oline, pgrease and o grense gun
were taken o the state penlten-
tinry Mondav by Sheriff Mike
Southurd after belng sentenced
to a year each In eirenit court,
The third was delivered to the

state parole board by the sher-;

iff for parole.

Confined al the prison are|

Paul Eugene Bennett and Rob-

rert E. Harrison, Harold Sharp

involved with the other two, was

| BIven a one-year Sll.‘l\(‘“(!(‘d sen-

tenee.  Sharp's parole was made
conditional upon his making res-
titution for the theft.
i
Albany Marriage Licenses
Albany — Marringe llcenses
hive been  dssued by County
Clerk R. M. Russell to Robert
| Soto, 40, Albany, RDF, and Soc-
coro Edward, 33, Albany, and
to Bob T. Walker, 22, and Pa-

Sweel Home,
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Hostess Training for
Girl Scouts Offered

Liberty—Door bells will be-
gin ringing this week as the
Brownie and Girl Scout troop
begin taking orders for the
cookie sale which will begin
March 1 to 12. Orders may be
;)ken anytime after February
Miss Joanne Lustoff enler-

“ltained the Girl Scoul Troop 51

Saturday afternoon at her home
on Liberty road.

The {roop Is working on the
hostess badge, and Mrs. William
Lustoff gave the group instrue-
tions on “What Makes a Good
Hostess," setting tables for dif-
ferent occaslons, and serving,

Guest at the meeting was
Karen Huichinson, and Mrs.
Lustoff served the refreshments,
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