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'Cowboy twice save me, he whis-
pered. "Now me save him." When
Bucky was free, Lonesome Boy said
"Follow me!"

They ducked under the back of
the tent and crawled on hands and
knees past the tents and wigwams.
All the time the whooping and
drum beating were growing wilder
and Bucky guessed the Jindians
were just about ready to finish
him oli

Lonesome Boy led him Into the
corral where the Jindians kept their
horses. Bucky hoped if Lonesome
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that smothered his cries for help.
Although he wiggled and fought
and kicked, he couldn't escape the
ropes that bound him.

The Jindians galloped for hours.
It wasn't very pleasant for Bucky
to be bouncing up and down on
a horse's back with a blanket over
his head and not knowing what
awful thing was going to happento him.

"If only Santa knew about this,"
he thought. "He would think of
fiomeway to help me."

He knew he would never have
won the two contests with Lone-
some Boy If Santa had not made
him the wonderful cherry sticK
horse and the silver tipped arrow.
"But there's nothing Santa can do
lor me now," he told himself.

The Jindians took him to the
Jindian camp which was in a forest
miles and miles from Santa Land.
They stood him on the ground and
took the blanket off his head.
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For a moment the Jindian never
moved. Then he said, "Me friend.
Me go."

He climbed up behind Bucky and
Dasher sprang straightway into the
sky.
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n the lire stood the Jindians. There
was Chief Hurricane, and behind
iim was Lonesome Boy, solemn an
iver but looking sad at what was
jhappenlng to the boy who hnd
aved his life.
"I don't understand," said Bucky

in a shaky voice. "Why have you
brought me here?"

"You shame us," thundered Chief
Hurricane. "You win riding contest.
You win shooting contest."

Before Bucky could speak Chief
Hurricane threw up his hands as
a signal. Immediately the Jindians

tor ted whooping and danciiiR
around the fire, beating drums and
stamping their feet.

Two Jindians seized Bucky and
took him away to an empty tent
and tied him up. The war dance
grew wilder and Bucky wished that
he had never left his home at all.
But then he thought, "Why, if I
hadn't come, maybe there wouldn't
be any Santa Land left.''

Then right away he remembered
about Dasher beinc lost and with
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Santa could not bring Christmas
to the world. So nothing has been
saved at all.

"But Dasher Is probably right
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mere m mis campr tnougnt Buckyout loud. "Oh, if only I had some
help!"

Bight at this moment a soft voice
said. "Me help!" There was Lone-
some Boy crawling Into the tent!
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