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The Case of the
Negligent Nymph

A Perry Mason Story
By ERLE STANLEY GARDNER

(Bet Known Mystary Writer in the Worid)

SYNOPSIS: Maybe Pele Cadiz
will be the witness to save Daoro-
thy Fenner, charged wilh Lhe
murder of limrgr Alder.
picked up the bottle containing
the letter charging Alder with the
miurder of his half sister and co-
inheritor, Corrine Lansing, Dere-
thy stole the Ietter trom Alder's
Inland home, and later (Incon-
venlently) was In that same house
al the hour of Alder's murder.

Perry. Mason is not only defend -
Ing Miss Fenner, but Is suspected |

ol being an accomplice Lo aene
or both of the crimes. Now go on
with the story—

CHAPTER 10

The crowded courtroom  Was

charged with an atmosphers of ex-|

citement

Claud Gloster, apprecinting to the
full dramatic poasibllities of the
moment, arose As s00n As  court
had ‘convened and sald, "Your
Honaor, we have an witness under
subpoena, a Ronald Dixon."

Ronald Dixon, tall, studious
sifghtly stooped, came loward the
wilness stand and Masan, catching
a fulck glimpss of the man's pro-
file s he walked by, whispered to
Della Strest, “I'va seen that man
‘pefore.”

He turned to his left and sald to
Darothy Fenner, “Do you know this
man?"

“Night clerk at
ishe sald.

Mason grinned. “Here's where they
prove Alder’s visit"

“You're acqualnited with the de-
fendant  Dorothy Fenner?" Glos-
ter naked ., . "You have stated that
yail nre one of the night clerks
‘at the Monandnock Hotel Apart-
ments? . . . What are your hours?"

“From four in the afternoom untll
twelve o'clock midnight,”

“On the third of August of this
year were you a0 employed and
working those hours?”

"¥es, sic."

“Now, Mr, Dixon, directing your
‘atlention to the late afternoon of
ithe third, will you tell us what hap-
Jpened of your own knowledge with
ireference to Miss Fenner's apart-
fment?"

t "Well, she came In about five-
(thirty. Then about an Mour later
A gentleman came In and sald he
(wanted to see her. He told me she
»was expecting him so thers was
ino need to announce him. Well,
“that's ngainat the rules of the place,
‘bitt he looked like the sort of man
JYoul could trust—rescrved, a gentle-
yman, Well, Tosort of hesitated, and
ywhen he handed me a flve-dollar
bill. T le} him go on up!

¢ “Now, Hid you get a good look
‘at that man? Would you know
‘him it you saw him sgain?—Did
Im agaln?"

| . slr, Lying on a Alab At the
‘undertaker's"

“In  other worda, this man was
George 8, Alder?”

“1 was informed that was hls

the spartment”

“1- show you s photograph, Mr,

‘Dixon, and nak you if you recogs
nize this photograph.”
Y “That's & photograph of the man
who came to see Doralthy Fenner
that nfternoon and gave me the
five dbllars®

“How long was this man
there, do you know?"

Mnzon sald, "He doesn't know that
the mnn ever went to the defend-
ants apartment, All he knows le
that the man gave him five dol-
lars and sald that he wanted (o
sen the defendant, That conversa-
tlon Wn't binding on the defend-
ant. Unless vou connect It up in
wome way, Il move to atrike It all
ant."

*Well" Dixon observed, grinning
elightly, “if the man didn’t go to
see Dorothy Fenner, he wasted
five-dollar investment.™

The courtroom broke Inta laugh-

up

F,

Judge Garey, pounded with his
gavel, sald, “That will do. The wit-
ness will not volunteer any com-
mernts."”

“Go ahead” Gloster sald, a wide
amils en his fage. "Tell us exactly
what the man did that you saw.”

“Well he got in the elevator and
went vp, and about forty minutes
Jater the man came down and sald
*Thank you' to me and walked out’

Mason tilted back in the swivel
chalr and smiled good naturedly
Now that his case had collapaed In

maas of legal wreckage, he waa
trying tn mensure the atrength of
is antagonist to find some way of
csoape.  However, his manner was
1hat of one who la completely cer-
tain of himsell, confident of the
outcome,  Suddenly hix  slomach
Hghtened as he heard Closter ahoot
in the next question.

“Now, (hen, did you see the de-
feridant leaving the apartment house
later on during the evening?"

“Yea, air. 1'd Just stepped out
of the little offies there for & mo-
ament. and ws T retirned T saw Lhe
figure of a woman walking rather
nulekly acroes the lobby and to-
ward the street door. THal woman
wits Dorolhy Fenner”

And what time was t
About seven-thirty
fiine
Now, did vou have otcaslon te
pee the defendant again on that
evening?”

“Yea slr. When she came back.

“What do vou mean by that?"

“Well there are some doors we
keep loeked  We lock the oulside

the eve-

door to the lobby at night it any
nf the tenants ean open that door

Pole |

opens {t. The baggage room lu the
The key to any of the mparimenta

aame way, It opens on the alley,
It's kept lotked but any tenant
can use his key o get in.. But

when thal door gets opened an elec-
tric signul teils us at the desk. A
ouzzer and a it red Iashlight
come on at intervals. In that way|
we know when anyone's come in
from the outside through the trink
room."

“Very well, what happened?” .

“This buzzer and the lignt I'm
telling you KboUt came on  about
eleven-thirty, 1 thought I'd better|

n

investigate. I left the desk and)|
atarted  toward the stalrs to the
trunk room. While 1 was dolng

that, 1 heard the elevator coming
down the shaf:, Someone Had sig-|
|naled for it. 1 ran down the stairs,
lopened the door a crack, and saw

ithe defendunt standing there wilt-|
Ing for the elevator. She had on
|a white sweater, some sort of b:uri

|dungaress that sno usually wears for
yachting, and a pair of tennis shoes"

“Now, bad you any means .of
knowing whether or not the de-
fendant was In her apartment be-
tween the hours of seven o'clock
in the evening and ten o'clock in
the svening of that day?—Expialn
plense.””

“Well, T have to mpke an in-
ventory every three months of things
in the npartments the tenants had
to slgn for. I'd been wanting to
geb up to the defendant'’s apart-
ment, so when I saw her go oul
I rang the night housekeeper and
snld now was the time to check
on the apartment, 1 told her Miss
Fenner wns out. 1'd alrendy told
Mlss Fenner we'd check her apagt-
ment, sometime when she wasn't
there so it wouldn't disturb her, She
sald thal was okay, to go shead, So
T told the hopsekeeper to go on up.”

“Do rou know whether the howse-
keeper did or not? . . . Well, never

mind. We'll prove that by the
houwsekeeper,” Gloster sald. “Now,
there Is one more question. How

was the defendant dressed when
she went out?”

“8he wore & lght pluld akirt with
Jacket to mateh. 1 don't know what
color blouse she had on. But 1 do
know she'd changed her clothes
while ahe was out. She went out
wearing n skirt and returned In &
sweater and dungarees”

"Waould you recognize
she was wearing f
agnin?"

"I would, ves, sir."

“Now, then" Gloster sald tri-
umphantly, “I refer you o the Peo-
ple’s Exhibit D, the skirt and jacket
which the sherlf! has testifled were
found on poard the yacht owned by
the defendant, the Kathy-Kay, and
nsk vou if you have ever seen these
garmenta before

“Yea, sir, those are the things
that Dorothy ¥enner, the defondant,
wore when she left the apartment.”

“When she came back she whsn't
wearlng those things?”

“No, sir, she was wearing a whnite
turtle-necked swenter and yachilng
alncks and tennis shoes'

“Now, did vyou nollee anything
about whether she was carry n
purse when she left the apartment?™

“Yes sir. she wns carrying her
purse with her when she left the
apartment house that night, 1 dis-
tinctly remember seeing the purse
in her right hand®

“And did =he carry & purse when
she returned and had the elevator
brought down to the trunk room?™

“No, sir. she dld not™

ITo Be Continued)
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Neason After Seasan—Versatility
s the important theme of thix jack-|
et-cdresa version! You'll wear it ev-
erywhere . In colion now, Iater
in sheer woul or faille

No. 2088 Is cut In sizes 10, 12, 14,
16, 18. 20, 36, 38, 40, Size 16, for dress
and bolero, 84 yds 35-In

Send Be for PATTERN with
Name, Addresa and Siyle Number
Slale Size deslred

|
Address Caplial Journal 214 Mis-
alon 8. San Franecisco 5 Calif |

Patterns reaoy to [l orders Im ]
|mediately. For special handling of |
jorder via [flest elass mall include |
"nn extra B0 per pallern |
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ROPING SOMEONE WOLRD
NOTICE ‘THAT THE INITIAL EETTERS
SPELLED “HELPZ-SHE DIDNT

GUM INTO HIS FACE ALLTME

TIME HE WAS TALKIN'S

THEY SAY THET, AS TH'
GOOMBO IN TH' alR
INCREASES, TH' SKY
GITS BLUERS™ waL—
TH' S<Y 1S MIGHTY
BLUE, NOW—
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Willamina Organizes
Civilian Defense Plan

Willamina — A speclal meet-

civilian defense group in Willa-
mina. Attending were Couneil-
men George King, Otto Hirn and

lon., An advisory commlitiee wan
set up, to consist of heads of
each clvie organization in town,
who must reside within the city
limits,

A meeting of the entire group
will be held soon, when instruc-
tlons &re recelved from Louis
Starr, director of the Oregon
State civil defense agency. Then
the advisory group and the
counei]l will choose a director to
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