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A Father's Search for a Little Son
He Has Never Seen

Little Boy Lost

By MARGHANITA LASKI

tAutbor of *Toasied Engilih”)

BYNOPSIS: Is Jean, or ls he

+ motl, the son of Hilary Walnwright?
Hilary, whose wife was killed by
the Gestapo during the war, has
come to France to find his litle
lost son, The search has taken
him through the bywsys of Parls
and now to a Catholic erphanage
in a provinelal town, Plerre, his
French friend, has been of much
help In the search, but Hilary
has come on along (o see the
small boy who may o¢ may nol
be the child he is seeking. Now
g0 an’ with the story—

CHAPTER 16

At last it was after five o'clock
ind ne was walking up the hill to
the orphanige.

Agnin Sister Therese opened the
door, Behind her he could see the
white face of a lttle boy, the big
eyes gleaming with rndlant exclle-
ment, “Ab, monsteur,” he erled, and
ran forward,

Hilary sajd cheerfully, *Well, what
5 to to be today?”

Jean breathed rather than sald,
“The tralnsl"

They sel off down the hill, the
little fmy chattering without ceas-
ing. This evening they saw not
only the goods-train but two shunt-
ing engines and the longed-for pas-
senger traln,

“oh, monsleur," Jean Supeﬂ oes-
tatic, His hand reached out con-
vulsively and clutched Hilary's rain-
cont and held on to it tight,

Later the boy followed Hilary to
the cafe walking without healintlon
to the bench he had occupled ihe
previous evening.

Hilnry sald, “Jean,
present for you."

Jean sald incredulonsly, “A pres-
enl? For me? Is it my birthday?”

Hilsry was reminded of his mis-
ion. He sald with a forced Inuai:
*¥ou should know when your birth-

is better than I do*

he boy lopked sadly st Hilary,
T haven't got a birthday, Do You
think, monsieur, that Lthat's why no
one has ever glven me a present?’’

Hilary sald quickly, “No, of course
it isn'l He meant hix volce to
souind reassuring, but It came out
chioked with mEer.

The child looked Irightened, but
whilspered doggedly, "The other boys
have birthdays, and they get pres-
ents,”

Hilary schooled his volce to galety,
“You're getting a present now,
Would you lke Lo see whal 1t | 82"
He brought the parcel up from un-

I've gol a

der the table and held It oul to
the boy.
Very, very slowly Jean's foce

ereased Into n wondering amile. Sud-
denly he put out hix hand and
shatehed the parcel, holding It ¢lose
w his bronst,

The boy's smile was of Ineffable,
inaredulous joy, Genlly, irmluully,
atill clasping. it cloae to his brenst,
e plucked the pnﬁcr from the par-
cel, and al lnst the gloves fell out
and lay in his lap.

He Jooked down al them dreamily
as if ho fearsd to hreak this mo-
ment and awnke, Hilary found he
was biting his Up until 1t hurt.. He
made himsel! relax and sald gently,
“Wouldn't you llke to try them on?
Let me help you"

With unensthels mounting into
Ennln he tried to pull the red rib-

ing over the red flsls, The gloves
were too smalll

The boy lcoked at the glove. He
rluuked It off, took a glove In each
innd, held one flercely crushed in
ench fist, Then he burst into tears,

Hilary hugged the child to him,
glrw.inf in angulsh, "Don't ery,

enn, pieasa don't, Don't think about
those nllly old gloven any more”

Through his sobs. the boy ahout-
ed, “Ihey're not allly old gloves,"
and Hilary pressad him closer and
multered, "Don't ery, Jean, plenss
atop erying."

Ciradunlly  the boy's aganived
weoping died down. Hilary heard
him  stammer between  convulalve
anllls, “IL wig my prunnt—lhey‘re
not silly old gloves™

“Loak, Jean Hilary
“Couldn't we pretend that  they
were your present for vour Inst
hirthday? You've just grown out of
them and your real preasnt far this
birthday 15 coming tomorrow!" ¢

Jenn opened fiis fists nnd gazed
sadly. at the crumpled gloven, He
nsked, “Could T keep thom If we
wretended thHat?”

“Why, of eourse you could Hi-
Inry reassured lhim,

The boy sald doubtfully, “When
I grow too big for my clothes, Sis-
ter Clothilde glves them to Louls"

Hilary sald, "'l see thal they're
not given away” He pulled out his
handkerehiel, “Blow,” he satd, and

whispered

Jean  obedlently blew, and  then
amiled a watery siere
He watched the boy furtively

slide the gloves from off the tabie,
enuh them up into a lttle bunidle
hat hHe held  tghtly In his left
hnnd, Then he began to drink his
syrup oand Hilary sipped his  beer
in sllence.

T ought to start questionting him
heo wox tolling himself, but what
el 1 aak him? If he s my aon
then we met once at the moment
of hix Birth and have had nothing
in eommon ever since. He might
tell me whit toys he playsd wllﬁ
but T Have nover seen them. If he
remembered belng kissed on this
particular spot, belng put to bed
with that partleular  formuln, 1
would sull not know I those were
the things that happened botween

*  Students

Lisa and my son. I don't oven know
the little pet names they would
have for each other,

But this gayve him an ides. “Jean,”
he sald. “I know your name, but
I don't belleve you know my name,
It's Hilary. Have you ever heard
it before?”

He could deteot not flloker of
awarencss in the boy's Ince as he
answered, “No/' and bent to hix
syrup agaln.

“My favorite girl's nume is Lisa)"
sald ‘Hilary,

Jean smiled and sald, *That’s n
pretty name."

Hilary demanded urgently, “Have
you ever heard it before?”

Jean shivered, shot a quick glance
at Hilary, and whispered, “No, mon-
sler”

0Oh, God, sald Hilary, now I've
frightened him again, He smiled
when 1 sald Lisa. Did that mean
anything or nothing? It is a preity
name—but mightn's he have smiled
if I'd sald Joyee instead?

1 ean't go on questioning him, he
sald in despalr, 1t's agony for both
of us and It gets us nowhere,
Hesides, he thought (but didn't
say this even 1o himself) i T go on
questioning him I might find out
that he was irrevocably not my son.

Il just go on seeing him, he de-
elded, talk to him naturally, try to
muake friends with him, Surely if 1
do that, I shall eventually know.

“Pinish up, Jean,” he sald, “it's
time we were gelting back"

L] Ll -

“Here he 15" Hllary sald to Sls-
ter Therrse, “safe nand sound.”
“And thot's o good thing," anid
Slster Therese, In her rough grum-
bling volce. "Monaleur, the [front
door’s alwaya ngmn. No need for
you to ring the bell each time you
come, I you're coming, Jenn will
be waiting for you in the hall; if
you're golng, you can juat leave him
ere and be off. And now," she
turned to the child, “you run
straight up to bed."

But Jean did not lel go of Hilary's
hand, only clutched {t tightly, des-

ralely, My present,  monaleur.
ou sald you'd ask her”
“Of course,” amld Hllury. "Ma

soeur, T have Jusk glven the boy a
pair of gloves, Unfortunately fhese
are too small for him, But he Ukes
them so mueh that he nasks if he
may keep them for himsell just the
same,*

“Let's see them," sald the nun
Reluctantly Jean undid his tight
fist and dellvered the gloves into
the blg outstretched hand
"They're good materinl,” she sald
grudgingly, Other children could be
warm In them."

“Nevertheless," sald Hilary, "I ia
for thig child that T hove bought
them and I must request you to
allow him to keep them."

“And where snid the nun, "ls he
to keep them?"

Hilary suggested. "Well, where

doeas he keep his toyn and things?"
“Toys!" the nun laughed. "We
have any money Lo spend on
toys, monsleur.”
Before Hilary's eyes danoed the
pititul plie of possesslons spread out
nocusing on the bed, He said firm-
v, "T will keep the gloves for the
oy myself, Gnﬁdh{b. Jean, U1 bring
your gloves when 1 comp tomorrow,”
He wenl out fllled with nn inner
panle that he had committed hime
sell to something, he wasn't sure
what,

(To Be Continued)
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Board Decides
Grades Location

Woodburn—Al a recent meot-
Ing af the Woodburn public
achool board it was decided lo
make the Lincoln school build-
Ing on the wesl side a primary
school for the first two grades,
beginning next fall pnd to house
the upper six grades at old
high school building

The action veas tnken by the
board to place the fivst and see-
onil grade pupils from all parls
of the distriet in the Lingoln
bullding In line with the returns
from o questionnpire sent to
parents of grade school ehils
dren. The returng favored the
primary plan 170 10 51 over
dividing students between
Lincoln and the old high school
building on the basis of resid-
once either west or cast of the
rallrond iracks

I the enrollment of the fiest
and second gradders at the  be-
pinning of school in the fall is
nat sufficient to il the Lincoln
building It I8 possible that one
section of third geaders  from
the area west of the railroad

tracks. may be localed at Lin-
coln. The board also plans 1o
run a bus from the old high

school bullding norning
alternoon to transport prim
children from the east side area.
No bus will be run at noon

s from the third
|through the eighth grades from
1

all parts of the disteiet will go
|ta the old high school,

| - -

|
Monaco Birthday Feted

Willamina—Mrs. Jim Monaco
{was honored on her birthdny,
when a group of Iriends gath-
|ered al the home of Mrs, Bob
“]null . Enjoyving the refresh.
|I'lll‘r s and the vikit, were Mys,

Gordon Mendenhall, Mrs. Roy
MeNamar, Mrs. Glenn Tucker,
Georgla  Brackenbraugh, the

guest of honor and the hostess,
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Fall Fractures Leg

Daylon — Jane Reeder, 13,
daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Har-
mon Reeder, had the misfortune
to fall while playing on the ga-
rage roof at her home Monday,
sustaining a fracture in two
places in her leg. She was taken
|to. the McMinnville hospital
where a cast wns put on her
leg., She is expected to return
home in & fow dayvs.

g
Bean Harvest Bogina

Unionvale — Bean picking'

starled Wednesday morning on
the 5 acre field at the George
Strawn farm in the Unionvale
district. Four more acres of a
later planting will soon be ready
for picking.
i —=us =

Radio Jackpot

Falrylew — Miss Helen Maur- ‘

er of Falrview has received a
dlamond ring as a prize from the
radio show "Win a Diamond"".
sponsored by a Portlind jeweler ‘
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YOU SUGGESTED I INVENT A
HAND FAN TO BE SOLD ON HOT Bavs
AT BALL GAMES, BUT IT MUST BE

MORE THAN JUST A FAN FOR
STIRRING AIR IN MOTION ==+

COLD AIR «« v H A
HAND FAN COVERED WITH
THICK FROST OR ICE
MIGHT BE THE SOLLMION/
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