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SYNOPSIS: The war Is over. It
It to now 1945. Hilary Watnwrifht
haa come to France to look for his
little lost son John. His Pollih-bor- n

wife, Lisa, whom he left be-

hind In France In 1940. wu klUad
.. by the Gestapo. Now in Parts, Hil

ary joins nis iriena item, an
erstwhile member of the under-
ground. Pierre has found a child
who might be little John. He Is
telling Hilary how he came to

- find the boy. Now go on with the
story

CHAPTER 5
"Do you remember my telling you

' about Jeanne's concierge who told
me, mat morning, mat the boy
might have been taken to the Cure
on uie corner o: the rue flu Vals
seau?" began Pierre.

Hilary nodded.
Pierre went on, "She was obvious-

ly frightened to death, that she'd
said that much. But when I started
looking for the boy, she was, of
course, one of the first people I
went after.

"Now that the war was over, she
was perfectly willing to talk. She
was a goodhearted woman I knew
.that already Jeanne had often said
so. The trouble was that she didn't
know very much. Apparently the
Cure in question had once or twice
been to see Jeanne at the apart- -'
ment. and once, when he came out.
some crony had seen him and told

' her that he was working with the
underground, concealing Jewish
children from the Gestapo. And
when she saw Jeanne take the child
out, It came into her mind that
he was being taken to this Cure to
be hidden."

Hilary said thoughtfully. "I won'
der If this Idea she had about the
Cure and the Jewish children, was
because my boy was dark. He wasn't
Jewish, of course, or even partly
Jewish. She wouldn't have been so
likely to have had it, do you think,
If she saw Jeanne with a flaxen
child with blue eyes?"

' "It's possible," agreed Pierre.
' For the first time Hilary began

consciously to try to Imagine the
face of his unknown son, but he
could see nothing but a blank oval
under one of those grey felt hats

; that English boys wear on the beach.
"I suppose you went to the Cure
after that," he said.

"The Cure was dead," Pierre said
flatly, "He had died about three
weeks after Jeanne was arrested.
He was a very old man and he died
quite peacefully in his sleep one
night of sheer old age. It was ap--

i palllngly difficult to find out any- -
' thing about him," said Pierre. "No-
where did there seem to be any evl--
denee to connect him with the story
that he had sheltered children from
the Gestapo."

Hilary asked, "What did you do
next?"

Pierre said, "I hung around the
rue du Vaisseau quite a bit, talking
to anyone the postman, the sta-

tioner, the man afr the cafe who
might be able to tell me something
about the old man's contacts. On
the face of it. he hadn't got any.
There was nothing at all to con- -
nect him with the story Jeanne's
concierge had told me. And yet
It was Just that fact that made me

' persist, that convinced me, without
any logic that he was not only do-

ing underground work, but was be-

ing extremely efficient at It.
"One day. In the cafe opposite

the priest's house, the wife of the
patron came up to me and said
that Madam Thfllot, who owned the

' ffreenffrocer'a shoD next door.
thought she knew something that
might-interes- me. ji course, xu
told everybody I spoke to what I
was after. I didn't want them sus
picious or hostile. As you'd expect,
they became extremely sympathetic
and anxious to help." '

This was distasteful to Hilary. He
could not contemplate his esoteric
agony becoming the object of vul-

gar commiseration. Pierre noticed
some sliiht withdrawal and went on
quietly, "We've got a lot to thank
Madam Tniiiot ior. one was tne
nnlv nersnn who made a construc
tive suggestion. She told me to go
ana ask Madam fatuiueooeui in uie
Impasse de la pompe."

"And who was she?" asked Hilary
"Madame Oullleboeuf is the lady

I am taking you to see. I don't want
to tell you about her. I want you to
approach her story without preju-
dice of any .kind. She's expecting
us. When you've iinisnea your tea,
we'll go."

"I'm readv." said Hilary. He want
ed desperately to drain the whole
story from Pierre, to have It fil-

tered for him through Pierre's un-

derstanding. He dreaded this ir- -:

' revocable progress that Pierre had
'

planned towards the moment when
at last a decision must be taken
by himself,

.

Outside Rumpelmayer's, Hilary
alrl. "T It too far to walk?"

"Not if you don't mind walking,"
aid Pierre doubtfully, and Hilary

replied. "On the contrary. You for- -
I've been shut up in an office

?et the nast five years while you
chaps have been tramping all over
the world. Besides." he added on an
impulse, "I'm really a countryman."

"No, really?" said Pierre. "Were
you brought up in the country?"

"Actually I wasn't," Hilary ad-

mitted, "but mv uncle my father's
brother farmed nine hundred acres
in Gloucestershire, and whenever
they could persuade my mother to
lor. m. un. T went to stav with them
there. MY uncle died when I left'
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tills literary editorship I've Just
utr.eu up. wnere uie pay is insig-- i
nif leant. But Lisa and I had alwaysmeant to go and live on the farm
in uie end."

"Ah." said Pierre, an if with turf.
den understanding. "I see it now."

wnatr" unary auea.
"I read a book of vnunt in Cairn "

said Pierre, striding along the pave-
ment.

Hilary asked, as an author alwavs
must,, one?

"It was called "The Orient Pearl,'
Pierre replied. "Mind, I am not a
literary man like you. but at all.
I never read French poetry, let
alone English. But I saw this book
In a shop, and knowing that one
day I would have to come and visit
you, I was curious. And I tell you
truthfully, Hilary, it was the first
mooern poetry I nave ever liked."

"wnvY" asxed Hiiarv aoruDtiv.
"It was so happy," said Pierre. "I

can imagine nothing pleasanter
than to eniov the EneUsh countrv-- l
side with the woman one loves. You
made modern love seem an Arca-
dian idyll Instead of the metropoli-tan business it usually is."

"I wrote that book in the spring
of 1939," said Hilary savagely. "II
was very young then." He reflect-
ed with bitter wonder on the imagi
nation of this younger man who had
managed to fuse the love he was
then enjoying with the countryside
tnat naa never yet reany Been nis.
lUAn mv Intra nnafrv Via .ViMifrtir.
was founded on an illusion rather
than on the reality of the life Lisa
ana i were having together.

Sunnose the bov is reallv found.
he said to himself In panic. Mayn't
mar, stui give me an opportunityfor happiness?

They had crossed the river and
Pierre said, "The first poem in the
book was very different, wasn't it?
Of course, it was the onlv one that
was about France, so perhaps that
was why I thought so. Where were
you thinking of when you wrote
itv

"Cassis." said Hllarv. He explain
ed, "That was where I first met
Lisa." and they relapsed into si-

lence, walking steadily along the
Boulevard St. Germain. But Pier-
re's reference to the only poem in
his book that was founded totally on
experience had shooed Hilary back
Into recollection. I know it is not
recollection but anticipation that I
snouia endure now, he tola nimseu,
but again he said. no. not today.
I'll think about the other things
later, some time later. For the
moment I must still have my drug
of remembered happiness, and he
let his mind sun oack to tne spring
at Cassis when he had first met
Lisa.

(To Be Continued)

$35,000 Bond

Sole for Sewers
Independence At a special

meeting in the city hall on last
Monday evening, the city coun
cil accepted the bid of the First
National bank of Independence,
made in conjunction with the
First National bank of Portland,
for the purchase of $33,000
worth of sewer bonds.

Together with $28,000 already
in the city treasury, these bonds
will finance the Independence
share of construction costs for
the sewer disposal plant to be
built this summer.

The bonds, in $1000 denom- -

inations will mature at the rate
of $2000 in each of the years
1951 to 1960 and $3000 In each
of the years 1961 to 1985. Sewer
service charges are pledged to
the payment of the bonds.

The bid of the local bank and
its associates offered $98 on the
$100 par value bonds at interest
rates of lhi percent on those
bonds maturing before 1961 and
2 percent on the remainder of
the issue. Though the other bid
ders offered premiums on the
purchase price, the low interest
rates on the accepted bid made
it the most favorable from the
city's standpoint.

Blythe & Company made
bid of $100.44 on the bonds at
2 Vt percent interest, and Charles
N. Tripp & Company and as
sociates bid $100.31 at 2Vt per
cent interest.

New School Directors
Turner Recent selections

for. school district 79 directors
were:

1 year term, John Mickey ;

2 year term, Ivan Royce; 8 year
term Wallace Riches.

By Gene Ahem
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