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Lopping Off Protection

The status of the dam projects in the Willamette valley
basin is uncertain at this time. Word has not been reeeived
from Washington, D.C., yet to indicate the specific projects
which are scheduled to receive money for next year.

At dtake during this uncertainty is proper development
of the Willamette valley itself.

The 1938 authorization for the valley projects called for
seven dams. Three have been constructed. Those are at
Fern Ridge, Cottage Grove and Dorvena, Two more are
being constructed, Those are at Detroit and Meridian,
The other two of the seven projects were ahandoned, The
abandoned projects were at Sweet Home and Quartz Creek.
In each case three dams on tributaries were substituted.

It is with those substitute projects that the uncertainty
lies, Major General Pick, chief of army engineers, indicat-
ed that present authority for the Willamette valley basin
was adequate to permit substitution of the projects. But
apparently the director of the budget and the chief engin-
eer don't agree. The director of the budget left out two of
the three substitute dams on the South Santiam river and
one of the three substitute dams on the McKenzie river.

Since the dams are built for flood protection purposes,
the number of dams obviously controls the amount of pro-
tection to be offered. But for President Truman's pro-
gram at this time, the benefits to cost of the individual
dams is what counts, That's why some were lopped off.
However, if it takes three dams to curb flood waters in the
South Santiam, for instance, then one dam won't be very
effective.

‘Pure Coincidence’

The political party war drums are beating, The faithful
of the parties are gathering for the coming May primary
election battles, And the "non-political” junkets are well
under way.

The demonerats—purely by chance—are going to bring
the great white father into Oregon to see if enough demo-
crats can be inspired to break the republican hold on the
state. President Truman is going to make another one of
those non-pulitical visits to the west.

Announcement of his coming was made at a political
rally in Klamath Falls by the national democratic commit-
teeman for Oregon, Monroe Sweetland, The coincidence
of the Truman visit so cloge to the primary and the an-
nouncement by Sweetland at a gathering of the faithful
had nothing to do with the presidential tour being strictly
& political show of strength. Oh, no—not that. And
strictly by chance, too, the democratie national committee-
man from the state of Washington revealed the same day
that Truman and Vice President Barkley would be in Spo-
kane for a dinner for democrats in the middle of May.

But let no one suggest that there was some plan tieing
the gimilar annuuncements by the two national committee-
men, And the fact that the notices were made at special
meetings of party followers was another bit of sheer co-
incidence.

Yes, it's spring. And the political sap s beginning Lo
run again.

Planes for British

Last October the military assistance program went in-
to effect, That was the program to give arms aid to sign-
ers of the North Atlantic pnet, Monday a new phase of
that program took form, The first batch of American
B-293 took off for Great Britain,

Behind this military assistance program is a determin-
etion to strengthen the collective defenses of the free na-
tions of Europe. When the United States senate voted to
accept the Atlantic pact, our nation then admitted there
no longer was any hope of staying clear of Europe’s prob-
lems.

The milifary assistance program was sassigned to
achieve three fundamentals of military prepareidness:
Manpower, muaterinls, and suitable positions from which
to employ them. The North Atlantic nations had plenty
of manpower reserves and strong defensive positions but
they lacked armaments. The treaty called for a pooling
of resources to make up for the lnck of srmaments,

The military assistance program is an essential part
of the country's foreign poliey, It likewise is an integral
part of the nation's defense program. How long it will
be necessary to supply arms is anybody’s guess.

So long ss Russin continues its avowed policy to rule
the world, however, the arms program will have to be kept
in force, along with the other points of an apgressive
United States foreign poliey.

Reunite Sisters After 32 Years

Chieago, March 21 (#—Two sisters who became separated
from thelr only brother as children In 1818 were reunited
Iast night and learned they had lived 10 blocks from him
for the last 15 years,

The reunion was in the home of Mrs. Rose Gamberdine,
35 She and her sister, Mrs. Pauline Rleck, 37, had not seen
their brother, Oriando P. Salerno, 31, since they were sepa-
rated during the 1918 influenza epidemle,

Salerno learned a few months age thal he had sisters
when he obtiained his birth certificate in a lovally checkup
at the naval ordnance plant where he Is a painter, After
further Investigation he located his sisters.

Round Trip With Death

Marlin, Tex., March 21 (#—Enrl Hancock, Jr., of Marlin
Reeently hitchhiked to Huntsville, 125 miles away, where he
I5 o student at Sam Houston State eollege,

His first ride was with Carl Allen, Marlin fombstone sales-
man. Then he was picked up by a salesman for a casket com-
pany. Nexi, an undertaker

Hitehhiking back, he caught a ride with three men enroute
to a tunernl. When they dropped him he was picked up by
& minister on his way to vislt a man in the state penitentiary’s
dedth row.

He told his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hancock. Sr., about
. They took him back to school—in the tamily ear.
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KRISS-KROSS

Everything Went Fine,
Except One Little Detail

By CHRIS KOWITZ, Jr.
Rehearsals had been completed the day beforz . . . this was it
. .. this was a coast-to-coast broadeast . . . throals got their final

clesring . . .

the technicinn's arm signailed the crucial moment

. + . the B4-voice Willametlte university a capella cholir was lo be

heard over a coast-lo-coast
The actlualp iz

broadeast
scheduled until
April 8 . . . but

In Waller hall
Saturday, .
Everyone
formed
best,
the
amount of tense-
ness. . . . After it was all over,
the singers all uttered a sigh of
cellef , , , one of the girl soloists
left then and there for a week's
trip.

But, after the hslf hour pro-
gram had been reeled off smooth-
ly and without a blemish, the
techniclan discovered one little
slip-up. . .. The tape had broken
during the first two minutes of
the broadeast, and the last 28
minutes had just gone through
a dend mike,

Members of the 8 capella
group didn't believe it when they
were first informed of the tape's
breaking . . . they thought it
was somebody's ldea of a joke,
+ v« When the vacationing solo-
Ist retirns a few days hence, and
the A4 songstiers are rounded up
to do a re-brondcast, maybe
they'll then be convinced that
the tape really broke,

- L -
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Chris Kowlis Jr

Here's another suggestion on
how to economically tear down
the old courthouse:

Workmen In Greenville, Miss,,
were to fall a large tree on the
courthouse lawn there. Traffic
was cleared to permit the {fall
Into the sireet, Workmen were

Mutuel broadeasting hookup.

somewhat embarrassed when
the tree took a different route,
smashing into the courthouse
building. Courthouse suffered
exiensive broken windows and
a smashed roof.

If it ean work in Greenviile
accidentally, it ought to work
in Salem with a bit of pre-
plinning. When time comes to
wreck the old courthouse, a
well-almed fall of the largest
tree on the lawn ought to do the
job quite effectively.

. .
Basketball tourney post-
seripts: Biggest applause during
nssembly honaring state champs
al Salem high school Monday
went to Dick Norton . . . it
was Dick who saved the day
for the Vikings in the quarter-
finals opposite Jefferson af
Portland when he shot the tle-
ing basket with only 2 seconds
remaining to play . .. Viks went
on to win In overtime , . ,
Coach Harold Hnuk compares
the lotirnament play of Jim
Rock to thal of Al McRae of the
1840 Salem stnle champs . . .
Rock and McRae were instru-
mental In winning the state
erowns with their sparkling
backboard work, says Hauk .
Captain Daryl Girod's most
memorable moment of the tour-
ney was nol accepling the
championship trophy or being
announced as a member of the
all-state team . . . when asked
to seak at Monday's assembly,
Girod sald he was still recuper-
ating  from the scrambled eggs
and peas . . . Salem team had
been fed that weird food com-
hination for lunch on the after-
noon of the champlonship game,

Flying Saucers Are Real to Him

Los Angeles, March 21 (Fi—Not only has §. K. Bennett
seen a flying snueer, bul he's also been (loored by one.

A stafe member of Angelus temple, Bennett was helping

set the stage there yesterday
“flying saucers and men from
A slage prop “saucer" got

wire ton fast and knocked Bennett down.

a gashed leg.

AILING INDUSTRY

for an illustrated sermon on
Mars."

out of control, slid down a
He was treated for

Coal Worries Producers,

Workers and

{Editor's nole
ket

ammission, how jone 1t will

vt Presn hns
alftiipie. Were: nre
dugpry?

Preadlent Triman saya Whe eoal Industrs 1a
conEress Lo asthorize o conl emmmbalon to study Ahe Induniey.
fa nn indioation sheiher eomersas will take
taXe to compleie (0w
s loeing markets to other furis There 1 less
Wisonased the aliuation with ingdustey,
the findings I8 three dispatches: (10
127 The fuels which nre taking awnr conl

Government

“aleh” MHe has
‘There
aiich mellon af, M I dors ereale
% ‘Thre industrs, mean-
for the mineta, The
Inhor and Eovernment
How aick s the in-
19} Conl'a fitire

markets

ana efforts belnk made Lo make |8 more profitable.)

By ROBERT E. LEE

United Press  Siaff Correspondent
Washington, March 21 WRA—How sick Is the coal industry?

Wwill

it lose evenn more markets to oll and natural gas when

customers feel the effects of price rises resulting from the new
wage and wellare benefits won by John L, Lewis?
Thosge are the guestions belng asked todsy by producers. by

government economists, and — °

quietly—by Lewis and his Unit-
ed Mine Workers.

Some soft conl operators an-
nounced price  increases last
week 1o cover @l least part of
the 23 cents a ton they estimale
the new cosl contract will cost
them.

Other producers — and re-
tallers—are expecled to follow
suit soon,

But they are moving caulious-
1v. Many will try to absorb as
muech of the added cost as pos-
sible to keep from driving more
consumers to other fuels

For conl. which powered the
world's industrial revolution and
until recently has been the only
fmportant source of industry's
encergy, Is losing ground rapidly
in the fuel market.

In some parts of the country,
it hax priced iiself oul already
because of rising production and
transporiation  costs combined
with the greater availability—
and comparatively lower price
trends—of oil and natural gas,

The econl producers’ answer
to this new competition is: Chop

1

production  costs
wiages In line.

They place most of the hlame
for the Industrv's position on
Lewls, beeause labor represents
60 per cent of their costs

But fthe miners’ immovahle
leader has his own problems,
generated by the same forces
which have the operators on the
spot.  Labor is the human fae-
tor in the picture.

In a contracting industry —
which only in war wyears has
provided better than an dverage
of 185 working davs annually—
Lewis is trying to maintain daily
wiges o compensate for reduced
demand for labor.

by holding

Next to labor. transportation
is the biggest factor in coal's
dollar troubles. Freight rates
and higher pay for the miners
have Joined to double the aver-
age price of coal delivered since
World War 11 began.

Producers insist the coal in-
dustry Isn't sick. One says:

“It only looks that way be-
cause of the pallor Lewis and
his labor monopoly have cast
on it

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

Czech Communists Qustedto Henry

Make Way for Russian Rule

By DREW PEARSON .
Washinglon—One day last December, an American newsman
walked up to a stocky, pipe-smoking diplomat in the delegates'
lounge at the United Nations—Vladimir Clementis, foreign min-

ister of Czechoslovakin,

“Mr. Minister," said the newsman, ‘'what's this T hear about

e purge In the
foreign office in
Prague?"

“Ridiculous!"

“A purge
which, they say,
might even
eliminate you."

“A bsolutely
ridiculous, Look
here, why don't
you fellows
print something
true about my
country? Why don't you tell the
story of our great advances in
agriculture and industry under
the communist regime, instead of
printing silly rumors asbout
purges!"

Clementis wouldn't call them
silly rumors today. He has now
been purged.

NOTE—Reason for the latest
Czech purge probably was to
pave the way for a complete
taking over of Czechoslovakia
by Russia. Hitherto the couniry
has been run by Czech commun-
Ists. Bul Poland is now under
the dictatorship of a Russian
general and this will probably
follow in other satellite coun-
tries as a erackdown on growing
unrest,

Drew Frarson

TAXATION HUMOR

High taxes brought a fusillade
of forensics from congressional
republicans last week.

“Suppose a young man decides
{o propose,” opined congressman
Bob Rich of Pennsylvania “He
has to pay 20 per cent tax on
the engegement ring, Then an-
other tax on the wedding ring.
And suppose in due time they
acquire an offspring.

“Then the taxes really start
—20 per cent on baby oll, baby
powder, baby lotion and baby
creams,"

Mom and Sis also had a de-
fender in representative Les
Arends of Illinols. “"And when
the tax gougers made up their
‘sucker' list.,” Arends said. “You
ladies were placed at the top
and you have been there ever
since,

“These are not
continued Arends, referring to
tollet articles and cosmetics.
“The American way of life has
made these articles as essential
1o you women as shaving to men-
folks. The truth is that the Wash-
ington tax-masters regard you
women as a ‘soft touch'*

Rep,. Edith Nourse Rogers of
Massachusetts. not to be out-
done, got in & plug for the men-
folks. “From the time they get
up in the morning men pay a
tax on everything," she said,
“their pajamas . . . their bath
soap and shaving lotion .. their
razor and hair tonic . . every-
thing they eat for hreakfast
+ . - and that all-lmpertant
smoke."

Democrats seemed to enjoy the
show as much a&s republicans
until GOP Rep. Hugh Scott of
Pennsylvania tearfully recited;

“No baby ofl for you, young
man,

Bareback babe, with cheecks
of tan.

By the rule of Uncle Sam

You're & luxury, little lamb:

The skin we loved to touch
with powder

We sadly pat while you yell
louder;

So now you know, my little
man,

Why mama votes republican.”

Tuxuries’,"

BYRD BATTLE

The senate hasn't seen the end
of the feud between Minnesota's
breezy, voung senator, Hubert
Humphrey and Virginia's apple-
cheeked senator Harry Byrd.
Humphrey is still trying to
sprinkle salt on Byrd's tail

The brash Minnesotan raided
Byrd's favorite nest, the senate
economy  committee, with a
charge that instend of saving
money it was wasting money, He
pointed out that the committee
hadn't even met for {wo years.

This brought the Byrd forces
to the senate floor in full array,
More republicans and Dixiecrats
tirned out to defend Byrd than
listened to the debate on the
Marshall plan and Atlantic pact.
One by one they lambasted
Humphrey, who couldn’t get a
word in edgewlise. When he fin-
ally gained the floor, the Byrd
forces drifted out, left him to
talk to a near-empiy chamber.

Bouncing Senator Ken Wherry
of Nebraska, the republican
lender, actually hustled among
the republicans urging them to
leave Humphrey stranded “This
Buy hais given us a rough time,"

OPEN FORUM

Wherry whispered “Now let's
give him a rough time."

So, many republicans joined
southern democrats In trailing
out of the senate chamber,

Stung by this insult Hum-
phrey Iashed back ot Byrd with
facts instead of oratory He also
offered 1o meet Byrd any time in
open debate, even sent several
radio interviewers to try to ar-
range it. So far, Byrd has not
accepted the challenge,

NOTE—What also bured up
Humphrey was the way admin-
istratlon democrats left him to
battle Byrd's friends single-
handed, Afterward, Humphrey
called the White House and
complained bitterly: “Every time
I have been to the White House,
Presgident Truman has spent part
of the time telling me what a
menace Byrd is to liberal gov-
ernment. But where where my
democratic friends when 1 took
an Byrd?”

- L -

POWER LOBBY PICKS

The potent oil lobby and the
electric power interesis are now
planning their politics several
years ahead. When a senator op-
poses them, they begin groom-
ing opposition for him and in
one case—North Dakotla—have
already picked a candidate

He is North Dakota's Gow.
Fred Aandahl, who will run
against Sen. Bill Langer in 1952,

The oil erowd is sore at Langer
because of his outspoken opposi-
tion to state ownership of tide-
Innds oil. Langer even hired a
lawyer to fight the oil companies
sent a letter to President Truman
praising him for vetoing the tide-
lands oll bill.

Governor Aandahl, on the
other hand, came out in favor of
giving tidelands cil to the states
which in the past have leased it
chiefly to the big oil companies.

Langer and Aandahl are also
on opposile sides of the fence on
the power issue, Aandahl going
along with the power companies
against public power and the
Missouri valley authority.

(Copyright 1848)

MacKENZIE'S COLUMN
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POOR MAN'’S PHILOSOPHER

Why Is a Thing Funny?
Why Do Folks Yuk at Keokuk?

By HAL BOYLE

New York (M—When a man

writes 12,500 jokes a year, he

feels he ought to know why a thing is funny or not,

“But there are some things

you juslt can't explain,” said

Walter Kiernan, a radlo humorist who figures he has turned
out some 75,000 gage in the last six years.

“Take the "K"
sound for ex-
ample For some
reason it is the
funniest sound
In the language.
No one knows
why. But all
you have o do
is say Brooklyn: %
or Hoboken or

Kalamazoo or gy
Keokuk — and

people starlt o
laughing.

“The first laugh Jack Benny

British and Dutch Prepare
Dominion Status in Islands

By DeWITT

MacKENZIE

(P Forelgn Affsirs Analrst)

One of the most dramatic political developments of our day is
proceeding among both the British and the Dutch Colonial pos-

sessions in the great Caribbean a

rea bul with such lltile fanfare

that thus far it has attracted small attention.

What is happening ls that each
of territory and
the mother
countries &are
discussing the
creation of do-
minions. These
dominions
would have sov
ereignty
would remain a
part of their
respective com-
monwealths.
The fundamen-
Impulse behind these projects
ls similar in both cases, and Is
siecinetly summarized by &n au-
theritative British source in
dealing with its own project:

“During the past 20 years it
has been recognized more and
more that & group of neighbor-
ing colonies can gain economle
and soeial advantages by co-
operating and by sharing their
resources; and In some areas the
results of administrative cen-
tralization, particularly in the
technicnl fields have been very
encouraging. One of the arcas
that stands to gain from eentral-
ization is the British West In-
dies. where many of the col-
onles are small and poor in nat-
ural resources.”

- L] -

How s

Mavkeoue

I you will look at your maps
of the Caribbean area you will
see the vast significance of these
developments. Take the British
area first:

The British possessions reach
from British Guiana, on the At.
lantic const of South America,
clear across the Caribbean to
British Honduras. That area al-
so includes Barbados, Jamalca,
Trinidad, Tobago and the Brit-
ish islands in the leeward and
windward groups,

In total figures this means an
area of 99,062 square mlles with
a poepulation of 2,868,000,

Time-Saving Daylight

To the Editor:

A tribute of gratitude is due, In a measure,

to our savers of daylight, acknowledging s much greater praise
i in using saving.daylight, a most logical manner is used by al-
lowing our clocks to continue in trath. And applving a prudent
exercisp of our will in a benefitting manner
If we arise at the present time at six o'clock, set the alarm diasl

at five o'clock. Of whatever time you arise, arise one hour
earlier and look up to the elock in truth,

MRS, MAE A. HOVENDEN

Box 247, RL 1, Hubbard

of these widely distributed blocs

The British are proceeding to
the goal of dominion status
along somewhat different lines
from the Dutch. The British
propose to esiablish a federa-
tion first, and from this launch
dominion status, The Duteh
plan to proceed direct to the
creation of two dominlons.

The suggested capital of the
British federation is Trinidad.
That big Island is strategically
located and has & magnificent
harbor capable of accommodat-
ing the entire navy of a major
power at one time.

Territorially British Guiana Is
the biggest unit in this sprawl-
ing group, having an area of
83.000 square miles. This colony
i5 a potential treasure house, for
It reaches far back inte an un-
developed jungle area which is
known o possess great riches
in gold and other minerals, ns
weil as valuable woods. There
Blso Is much rich soil, eapable
of great agricultural develop-
ment. Bauxite, from which al-
uminum is made, I8 mined In
the coastal area.

Perhaps it Is because she sl-
ready s doing well, and ex-
pecis one day to be rolling in
riches, that British Gulana has
been making reservations about
entering any federation. She
hasn't decided to join, and may
not.

L - -

The Duich group is,, of course,
far smaller. Its chief unit is the
big state of Dutch Guiana (Su-
rinam), with its population of
212.000, on the Atlantic const
of South America. Then there
are the Netherlands West [n-
dies — the Dutch possessions
among the leeward islands and
the group comprising Aruba,
Curacao and Bonalfre, They have
8 population of 148,000.

Surinam and the West Indies
form two distinet units Actually
Surinam has a brand new con-
stitution which gives it com-
plete autonomy in Its internal
affairs. This iz intended to be an
interim affair, leading to the
commonwealth project A simi-
lar interim constitution has been
offered the West Indies but it
hasn't been accepted due it fs
sald, to jealousies among the
islands.

Dutch Giuana, like British
Guiana, has vast potential
wealth in its  undeveloped

jungles. Already its exporis run
to §7.000,000 annually Its main
export is bauxite and most of
this goes to the United States.

ever got on the stage eame when
he stepped out and said, 'My
name is Benny Kubelsky'—
which s his real name. But
the audience died laughing.”

L] - -

Unforiunately a jokesmith can
not just keep saying “Keokuk,
Keokuk, Keckuk," like a flatten-
ed trainwheel, He has to go on
to other things to earn his yuks.

“Another standby in the trade
fs. known as the rule-of-three
Joke,"" said Klernan. “For in-
stance, if you say ‘she is not only
pretty . . . she Is not only
wealthy—but she is also stupld
—well, a certain percentage of
people will think that remark is
mildly funny. The sequence
builds up to an anti-climax."

Always popular also is the
“rule of opposites” or “'upside-
down joke.” Example: Instead of
saying, "drink is the curse of
the working man," you turn (t
around: “"Work is the curse of
the drinking man."

There are dozens of similar
tricks, but Kiernan doesn't be-
lieve anybody can become a suc-
cessful humorist merely by fol- -
lowing formulas,

“It can't really be taught at
all," he said. "It's just an atti-
tude of mind I doubt is some
of the best gagwrilers even ean
read. It lsn't essential, certainly.”

- - .

Kiernan, s pleasant, easy-go-
Ing man of 48, shows little of
the sirain that afflicls many
laughter merchants. He doesn't
have an ulcer, one hallmark of
success in this clan, nor does he
support r staff of psychiatrists.

This may be because he speci-
alizes In what ls called "Thro-
away humor" casual pleasan-
tries aimed al stirring chuckles
instead of the explosive yuks
which are the goal of high-pres-
sure boff artists, such as Milton
Berle.

During a 70-minute morning
broadeast, interspersed with
phonograph records, Waller gen-
erates a minimum of 30 low-
pressure wisecracks on news of
the day, and tosses them off spon-
taneously, But it takes him an
hour-and-a-half of hard writ-
ing to develop and whip into
pattern the 20 gags he packs in-
to a five-minute ABC network
Program.

“You can't write them by a
formula,” he said. "But after a
few years you find you can write
them by reflex One joke sets
the stage for the next one

"I mumble out loud as I write,
because the material has to
sound right as well as read
right.”

Unlike many comedians, Ker-
nan doesn’t keep a card file of
jokes.

“When yvou've used a joke, it's
better to throw it away * he zaid.
“You ean't keep yourself alive
long trying to keep old jokes
alive™

- - -

He avoids dislect jokes atom
bomb jokes (“it's too serious to
joke about"), or deformity
voords—such 85 blind drunk,
blind date, cock-eyed or cross-
eved.

"Anyone who has a deformity
doesn't think It's funny," sald
Kiernan,

What is his funniest joke? He
doesn't know but the one copled
most often by other humorists
was his story of how he made
an eleciric blanket by using
some wiring from an old toaster
but had te give it up “because
it started popping me out of bed
buttered on both sides "

“Everybody seemed to pick
that one up,” sald Kiernan wry-
ly. "They were all being thrown
out of bed covered with marmar-"J§
lade or toasted on both legs."”




