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Ang permits me Lo scream louder

16—Capital Journal, Salem, Oregon, Friday, March 17, 1950

The Ptomaine Canary

AF Newpleatures

By HELEN TRAUBEL

THE PTOMAINE CANARY

Chapter 5

(BSYNOPSIS: BEFL‘N!!ILDE WAG-

ER, the great Met soprano, and
her husband - manager, BILL
WAGNER, are enteriaining (he
natlon's top detective story wril-
ers al their apartment, Met con-
ductor OTTO FURST, whom
Bunhilde dislikes, and his former
wile, LILY, are also guesty, Brun-
hilde, a great mystery-story fan-
confesses to the wrilers thal she
tan has written u thriller, Then
she shows off her pet canary's
trick, leaving a bird-seed on the
lip of each guest, Otlo, on recely-
Ing hls, becomen violently ill and
staggers from the room, Wilh-
in n fow minutes Brunhilde has
escorted each writer quletly to
an aparim:nt on the floor above,
where one by one they pass out
and collapse on the [loor. Afler
she returns to the.apartment, Bill
takes the poodle, Zita, for & walk
—and hears Brunhllde's record-
breaking seream—F above high C
—wheon she [finds Ofito's dead
body, He races back to the apart-
ment.)

“Pollee!" It was n deathleas gasp
¥Musy we call the police?"

"Of course," sald Bill,

There was a mule appeal in her
eyes, “Couldn't we—well Just sorl
of get rid of him%"

“Nonsense, He wouldn't Il down

the Incinerntor anyway. Besides,
he'd be missed, Otto's & [amous
man."

"He'd be lwice as ‘mmous lomors
row," Brunhilde murmured Irrev-
ently and [Irrelevantly. A sudden
thought brought her hand up to her
mouth and she spoke between her
fingers. "“Blll, they'll suspect me.
We've been having such terrible
fights"

“I know." His face wns grim. "But
you didn't kill him, so we have
nothing to worry aboul,” His voice
Incked conviction, "Come away from
here, darling. He's not a very pret-
ty sight.”

“He didn't look any betier lo me

H

“That's right," Bill sald,

“He drank the same ligquor and
ate seed out of the same box?"

“Yes, sir."”

“He was & close friend of yours?"

“Of my husband's,” Brunhilde
sald. “I didn't like him."

“You didn't?" Hls eyebrows were

up,
“Not . bit."
“Why?!

¥y

She shrugged. "Artistic tempera-
menti™

He chased the scent but was un-
able to pin her down, pausing when
ong of the lab men came over.

“No trace of cyanide, Lisutenant,”

“¥ou checked everything, the
glasses, the liquor, the food plates,
the hirdseed?”

"Yes, sir.”

"Okny. Call the meodical examiner
and tell him I want an sutopsy
tonight. It they're open—"

He stopped as Detective Rollo
came back in high state of exclte-
ment, gesturing wildly,

“Listen, Lieutenant—" Rollo was
overcome,

“Go nhead, spill it."

“Those authors, none of them,
noLHn I.q'lngle one ever got home."

WHuh "

"'E:Iml':\ right, sir. They're misx-
ing,

The lieutenant catapuited to his
{eel, "Holy smoke! Maybe they all
droppoed  dead on the strest. Call
headguariers, Call Lthe commission-
er, Call the sanitation department.”
He slumped back Into his chair.
Bill Wagner stood motionless, his
mouth open. Brunhllde gave him
n sickly smile, She was aboul to
speak when there was a sudden com-
motion and Lily Purst eame salling
Into the apartment,

“1 was told to come right over,
duarling, What happened? Who are
all these men?"

Bill clenred his throat and gave
it straight. “Otta died.”

"Yen, that's—" Buddenly she
looked ™ stunned, “What did you
say@e

“"Otlo 1s dead. He was polsoned.

when he wns alive."

“That's not the point” He led
her toward the bedroom, heading
If;;r the telephone on the night ta-

e,

Detective-Lioutonant Sam Quen-
tin of homoeelde was & tall, purpose-
ful man with penctrating biue eyes;
& resolute mouth, and a challeng-

S

Lieutenant, this ls Mrs, Furst”
Quentin discarded the amenitles,
“How come you lelt here and went
home without your husband, Mrs.
Furst 2t

“The ex-Mrs, Purst," she informed
lim, "We were divorced last week."
"Oh!" He seemed disnppointed at
the evaporation of n possible mo-
tve, “On what grounds?™
“The usunal. Infldelity."”
“Ah, then he must have
Inddy friend."”

“He did, at least twenty of them.
Hero worship, I suppose.”
“Lisutenant,” broke in Detective
Rollo's nglinted volge, He hoad just
come through the door with a uni-
formed bullding attendant In tlow.
“Got m lond of this, Lisutenant.
Here's the elevator operator. Broth-
er, we renlly got a case here that—"
“All right, all right."

Rolln gulped. “He says he never
took any of those nuthors down,
and he never saw any of them leave
the bullding"

This extraordinary intelligence
eaught the Lieutenant tolally un-
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Bays author Helen Traubel: “I
have found my early vocal train-

than any one else when 1 find
bodies here and there.”

ing Jnw, somewhnt like (he prow
of a battleship. His manner, how-
ever, wios mild, and his volce sur-
prisingly saft.

His fhst step, upon arrlval, ne-
compnnied by a battery of elty em-
ployees, was (o view the corpse ol
eclose  quariers, He sniffed and
atraightened and made his [rst de-
duetion.

“Smells lke bitter almonds,” he
sald. “Must be cyanide”

After that he put hix henchmon
to work, dusting with fingerprint
powder, exploding fashbulbs, mak-
ng chalk murks and chemieal anal-|
yees of Lhe varfous edibles and 1i-
quids stlll remadning,

While a1l this wos thking place
he gol the facts of the party om
Bill Wagner. His oyes wenb up, ap-
pealing to the heavens

“Mystory  writers, vel, S0 many
af them, Guyas who spend their 1ives
cooking up murder brews nobody

cotld solve but a genfus” He called
to u plainclothesmon. “Rollo, take
tivse Bames”

When the roll of guests had been
cilled and Inseribed In the detec-
tive's nolebook he was told to work
on the phone and get them all back
to the apartment al once,

Lisutenant Quentin went over to
inspect the canary. Galll-Curel sang

| [Toeked nt

J Ipeople

| thicker,

prepared. His chin hung on his tie-
knot. He shodk his head llke n boxer
who hns Just had one bounce off
his ear.

“Riddenlous,” he explotled. “A gan,
of famous men can’'t vanlsh, Jus
go up in thin air." He looked at the
aperator. “Were you on duty all
evening?”

"Ever since len o'clock, sir® .

“Could they have left while you
were in the car between f{lpors?’

“No, slr, T keep he front door
night and open IL only
to 1ot people In or out.”

"Hold " BIll Wagner growled.
“Somebody's Iving, T saw  those
leave this apariment with
my own eyes, and 1 saw my wife
take them Lo the door.™

(Mow now, the plol Is gelling
nlmost  sticky. Brunhilde
sure In in 8 mess. Can she agueek
out of 117 Are they going o f{ind
the missing authors? Who on earth
killed Otto Furst? Don't fall {o
readl this faniastie {ale, authored by
Hielen Traubel who knows more
about the workings of a Wagner-
fan moprann mind than any other
living first-novelist.)

{To be eontinued)
-

Students Awarded
Musical Prizes

Seio—The following students
participated in the Oregon West-
ern  district No. 4, solo and
small ensemble contest, which
wns held in Lebanon high
schonl; Syhil Westenhouse, an
eighth grader, played a clarinet
gsolo and received a I; Donna
Thurston, a sophomore, sang a
Iow voice solo and received a
I; Charles Weinberg, Joy Es-
gnte and Patsy Miller recelved
II's; Ray Weslenhouse also re-
ceived a IT on hiz alto saxaphone
numhber, Joy Zeller received a
I on her flule solo and Nancy
Hildreth received a 111 on her
alto  saxaphone selection.
was the first time several of the
students had participated in this
solo work, The ones recelving
“ones" are eligible for the state
conlest, Accompanists were Mrs
Albert Wagner and Miss Ema-

jean Miller.
—_—

to him, He turned away Iinally

Jooking frustrated, .
"Purst ate the same fobd ns |.||"-|Dﬂ}‘f0n Shower G]Ven
n!h_rl-.-n?" I|£ nsked

Diayvton—Mrs, Orange Willard
wis hostess for a shower honor-
ing Mrs. Tom Lightle, daughter
of Mr. and Myrs, Harry Foriner,
Contest games were playved and
Syvivis Owens and Henrieita Fos-
| ter were first prize winners,
while Francls Willard and Mrs,
Loren Clement took conselation,

There were 21 present. Refresh-
ments were served,

s
| First telecast of . political

convention wns the Republican
assembly  in Philadelphia  in
June, 1840,
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MY FAYORITE
STAR, JANE
BUSTLE !

I HEARTHIS 15
A VERY GOOD
MOVIE!

BOY! WHAT A
WE STAY AND

SEE ITAGAINT

10 LOVE ...BUT 1 JUST COULON'T
EAT ANOTHER BITE OF
POP-CORN !
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| HOPES AH DONT WANT NG MONEY,
YA CHOKE | AH WANTS SOMETHIN' Vlke
On THAT 4 O0BLE "—NAMELY, TH' PIECE
HUNDRED-{CF A GAL'S PITEHER THET'S
THOUBAND-| STUCK IM TH' BINDIN® O
poLLAR YORE COMIC BOOK.™
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AN AMBUSH BACK'
UP THE TRAIL.MACK
DIDN'T HAVE A
CHANCE, AND 1
WAS JUST LUCKY.

T

b2z
THE H

KIND OF A

‘f’ﬂi
%

TP

LOITEE

ﬁb§§§}4lﬂa;ﬂ

JHTERTY "THE HUNTER TOOK

AMA CAREFUL AM AND
STORY 1S | easeiiie 86 SHOT AT THE BEAR!" e Guy
1 panG! B AND THENYOUHAVE | 15 A
'®1 FOUR PAGES OF

LUCKY, CALIFORMI|A
SADDLE UP“WE'RE
HEADING FOR TOW

YOU START OFF WITH —==

OR
BANG| BANG!BANG! | sHoT/

WELL. BUCKY'S 60T THE DOG CHANED IN

THE CABIN AT OWL BLUFF, NOW I GOTTA
FIGURE A WaY TO TELL RUSTY ABOUT IT.
I PONT KNOW WHAT HE KNOWS, BUT HE'S
GOTTA BE KEPT ON ICE TILL THAT TRIAL IS

d

HEY, RUBTY, & YOUR DO& MSSING T
A PAL OF MINE JUST PHONED THAT
WHILE HE WAS HUNTING OUT AT OWL
BLUFF HE FOUND A WHITE DOS. HE
SAID HE REMEMBERED SEEING HIM
AROUND HERE. HE TIED HIM LUP IN

A HUNTING CARINY

TAN'T TOO FAR. YOU KNOW
WHERE OWL BLUFF IS, DONT
YOUT MY PAL SAYS YOU
GET TO THE CABIN OVER
A WOODEN BRIDGE ALRUSS
A DEEP CUT.

FLIPS BEEN
SONE ALL DAY |

WHERE |6 2
JE, THAT CABIN 7 |

N

JCOMPLAINT] FLiCl ans e HUH 2 P WELL GIVESOU
~ __CEPT. | \-\'EL.L.,JEg"F _,-——2_'__. A NEW RO
BRNG N O —_—
THE PART 3) PHOOIE!
L e P ORE =

PE! A
P
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1 COULDN'T HELPIT, .’]

JimMy! T WS DELAYED:

OM THE OTHER 4IDE OF
TOWN- - -*

HOLD ME,DARLING'
== TIGHT! L FEEL LIKE. -
LIKE APLPPET WITH
ALL ITS STRINGS
BROKEM!

/
L

BABRY!. THERES
SOMETHIMNG L'VE
BEEN WANTING

TOASK: « =

)

—

HEY! YOUR CLOTHES
SMLLL HOSPITAL-1SH!

BEEN TWO-TIMING ME
WITH SOME INFERMAL
INTERNE?!
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DIAL LISTING, KOAC 550

KOAC Friday P.M—05:00, Children's
Theater; §:15, On the Upbeat;
R0, B30 Spetis Clubs 6:00, Newsp 61185,
Dinmer Melodies. 6:30, Muale of Crecho-
slovakiai 7:13, Evenlng Farm H
Musle Yeu Like: K118, Spiril o
R0, Adveniures In Researchi 5. Mewal
wion, Musle Thai Endores; 943, Evening
Meditattonss 10:00, Slan OfF.

KOA

1100, Concert Hallt
Nogn Farm Hoory 1108, Elde ‘em Cowbesi
B1G, Wagpe-Hour Acty 1180, Voloe of Ar-
mri 45, 'Melody Lane; 9:00, Musie of
Mastersi 2100, Sclence Newsi 3:08, Hern's
to Vels; 4:00, Song of Lhe Islands; 4118,
Rongs of Lthe Wesl

Hopewell Missionary

Society Has Election

Hopewell—The Hopewell Mis-
sionary sociely held ils March
meeting at the church. Mra.
Ross Rogers was elected presi-
dent, with the following to work
with her: Mrs. N. O. Pearse, vice

'_ president; Mrs. M, B Gilchrist,

secretary; Mrs. W, O. Modde-
mever, ireasurer; Mrs. Howard
Stephens, secrefary of social re-
lations; Mrs, Oscar Lafferty, sec-
retary of spiritual life, and Miss

Bertha Magnoess, secrelary of
missionary education

Uszed clothing to be sent over-
seas through the Church World
Service was broughl and ysed
Christmas cards were also col-
lected.

e

Dayton — The Unity Commu-
nity elub held a social evening
at the Unity School house. The
evening started with a pot-luck
supper and games and dancing
followed, Jean Goodman and
Clyde Williams had charge of
the program,
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AND BOARD .

By Gene Ahern

THERE ARE A LOT OF DAFFY
WAYS FOR PICKING RACE
WINNERS, BUT THIS MOUS
METHOD THE JUDGE USES

TOPS ALL THE SILLY

=

ME YOU PLAY
IT, UNKK

SYSTEMS/---DONT TELL

?
> $33.50/ - IT WAS A

WIRE FIRST f
e

T MAY JUST BE LUCK,
BUT MORTON" HAS PICKED
5 WINNERS UP TD TODAY
AT NANHOLT PARK/S:THE
JUDGE, ROBIN, AND I BET
$10 AP|ECE ON THE
MOUSES CHOICE FOR.
TODRY, AND WE EACH GOT

=

E

FINISH, AND THE PICTURE

SHOWED OUR. HORSE HAD A

WART ON HIS LIP
TOUCHING THE

FORM

FLAYER

"




