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SYNOPSIS: Oregon, here we
come. Nothing has been able to

top the wagon train which start-
ed out weary months ago from
Independence, Missouri. Vivtory
is within sight. Now conclude the
stor- y-

Chapter 24

Hardly meaning to, Rebecca let
her gaze slide to Mercy, the girl-wi-

by her. What was It told her?
The rounding into womanhood? The
glow of face? No matter what it
was, she knew and was troubled
with the knowing.

July. Late July to September 21.
A short two months. Not long
enough unless unless The ques-
tion, the sore wondering, wouldn't
down. Sometimes, seeing Brownie
and the way of him toward Mercy,
she guessed he had the answer.
She felt his hurt then and knew
anger and Che urge to hurt his
hurter.

She had held in. She had calmed
Lite, who was upset enough without
this added reason. She had bragged
of Mercy. Was it Brownie's been
t'he man himself, before their mar-
riage?

She'd like to think so, but It
was outlandish. He didn't know
enough. He wasn't bold, Who then?
Everyone had liked her, though, and
Mr. Mack had acted extra nice.

TBrownie's comin'," Mercy said.
'."Sfce. stakin' out his horse?"

farownie walked up and said hello,
and Mercy said hello, and Rebecca
said, "Your pa and Dick ain't here
yet. They'll be along, though. We'll
get the things to cookin'."

Lije came in while she was frying
fish. "You'll be where you want to
be before you know it," he said,
smiling with some good news In
him.

"Where's Dick?" Rebecca asked.
"That Dick!" he said and spear-

ed a slice of fish.
She asked. "What about him?"
"Knows everything. Fixes for ev-

erything. We'll be afloat tomorrow."
He paused, getting, she knew, a small
enjoyment from their wonderment.

"I thought there wasn't boats."
"You know them buffalo Dick

had us skin and save the hides?"
"Out with It, Pa!" Brownie said.
"It's them we'll sail on, in a

way." Lije let them figure for a
minute. "These Injuns got canoes,
but nary stitch of clothes. Gits cold
In the winter, too. They sure like
buffalo robes."

"I swear. Lije, you take a heap
of coaxin1."

"We'll fix us flatboats. Take down
the waggons and lay the side and
bottom boards aciuss canoes and
maybe raise a sail."

"What about the Fairmans and
Byrds?"

"That's why Dick went on. To
trade for enough canoes. Come
mornin' you'll see a fleet come in."

Lije grinned at Mercy. "Cat got
your tongue? Yours and Brownie's?"

Mercy only gave a half-smi- back.
Brownie said. "Watchin' cows don't
give you much to say."

After a while Mercy came and
sat by Rebecca. What she had been
doing Rebecca didn't know, maybe
making neat the bed that she and
Brownie slept in.

She felt the presence by her,
aivmy ivivjscc. iviciuy ivlkokk jvaua.
Daughter-in-la- Coming mother.

Knowing, Lije would holler, for
he loved children. Knowing more,
he'd raise a ruckus. He'd say no
son of his would raise a wood's colt.

"Ma." Mercy said. It was the first
time she had used the name.

"Yes, Mercy," Rebecca answered,
touched that she had done so.

"I I think I'm going to have a
baby."

Rebecca turned and in the dark-
ness saw Mercy's head bent and
her shoulders drooping and such an
an air of young sadness there that
her arm seemed to go out of Itself
to bring her in. She said, "Don't
you fret. It's just fine."

A sudden fear came on her, the
fear that Mercy, out of misery and
the decent need of owinir ud. would
tell her how it was. She sealed it
off, forever beyond Lije, beyond
herself, and with it sealed for good
and all. she hoDed. the nainful won
dering. She said, "A baby born to
you and Brownie is bound to be a
good one. '

Mercy was In bed when Brownie
came duck.

A greeting started in her and
died somewhere inside. "I'm here,"
she felt like saying. "I'm awake."
If she could say that much, she
thought, she could say more.

Always in between would rise the
past. She felt the covers lift, felt
the movements of his coming Into
bed and straightened out and draw- -

lng the covers back.
He was good, too good for her.

and Rebecca was good and Lije
was good, and why, then, did she
have to stand apart.

If only she could talk to him, if
only he would let her, if only she
could know the hand-touc- h of for- -
,civeness.

Jfc It was then, it was right then
YJiat Brownie turned in bed and,
having turned, made sure the covers
still lay snug about her neck. His
hand came out and smoothed it
back and brushed her throat and
went down by his side.

Without letting herself hesitate.
he said, "Brownie7"

"You awake?"
She came out with it. "I'm I'm

learnin' to care for you."
He didn't answer right away.

ROOM AND BOARD

couldn't.
'T hnnpH vah'H want ty. bnnw"

she said.

Fifty miles maybe from the Dalles.
Maybe forty still to go to reach
Vancouver, six mnes w we Wi-
llamette.

Behind them lay the final hind
rance, the Cascade Falls that from
the portage looked like a field of
snow. Ahead the water gentled,
lazing on its final hitch.

Everyone was here and in good
fettle Byrds. Fairmans. Mercy.
Becky, Brownie, Dick, not to men
tion the Indians hired to help out
with the carry.

Back at the Dalles Brother
Weatherby had said, "111 came
later. I want to spend some time
here at the mission. It needs help."

Ana so you re siayin r
For the present." Weitherby re

plied.
Of those who stayed behind him

at the Dalles, some like Mack, would
try their wagons overland. Some,
like Patch, would wait their turns
at hired boats. Daugherty had
started working on a raft.

Evans had said goodbye to all of
them. It was the goodbye coming
up that bothered him. He'd argued
to Oregon with Dick. He'd told him
he'd best come and settle like the
rest. Dick had only smiled or said
small things that added up to no.

What you aim to do?" Evans
asked Dick one night.

"Hit back."
"To Independence?"
"Not that. Lije."
"Where would you point then?"
"Maybe back to Bridger. Maybe

to the Bear,"
Evans asked. "Don't it mean noth- -

ln' to you, Dick, for Oregon to be
America's?"

You'll tend to that. Lije. I kind
of want to see the Popo Agie again."

Evans didn t ask what or where
the Popo Agie was, or why Dick
wished to see it. It didn't matter
now.

"See you in the morning, any
how," he told Dick as they walked
back to camp.

sure ming.
He didn't though. Before he rous

ed, Dick had slipped away.

Mountains walled on either side.
mountains hanging over, mountains
bare and mountains tree, their
rims high-dizz- y in the blue of sky.

But. under all. tne waiting nusn.
the singing of the blood when
hills would roll away, and real and
fair to sight would come the hard-hel- d

dream.
He held tight as the mountains

fell away. He said not yet, not yet,
while In his gaze a softer country
swam.

Across from Fort Vancouver un
seen in the wooded flow of land,
tne waters 01 Willamette

Once, long ago. he had come to
the Platte and felt greatness. He
had reached the Columbia and
shuddered to the flowing hope. And
now he looked on home. A tide
rose in him, so fierce, so bursting
in tne Breast, so close to women's
tears, that he feared to meet the
others' eyes. Yonder, it was, yonder
was home, yonder the rich soil
waiting lor the plow, waiting for
the work or hands. lor tne haDDV
cries of children. They'd made it.
They had rolled the miles. And
back of them came others. Crossers
of plains. Grinders through the
dust. Climbers of mountains.
Forders of rivers. Meeters of dan-
gers. Sailors at last of the big
waters. Nation makers. Builders of
the country.

He let himself look around and
saw the Byrds' and Fairmans' boats
lapping close behind and. on his
own. Brownie idle with his sweep
ana uecky wim tne nome-giea-

in her eye and Mercy sitting by
her. Mercy who, Rebecca said, was
going to have a child. Sweet Mercy
who would bring a baby to the
house. Blood of his blood, Evans
thought. Blood of his blood once
removed.

He winked at his woman and
spoke loud above the tremble in his
throat. "Becky," he said, "hurrah
for Oregon!"

(The Endl

Turner Sunshine

Club Entertained
Turner The Turner Sun

shine club met at the home of
Mrs. Brutus Ashcroft on the
Battle Creek road.

Plans were held for a cooked
food sale to be in the Davis
building March 16.

Members present were Kitty
Petersen, president; Vera Wal-
ler, vice president; Vera Mae
Siddwell, secretary; Emma Ash-
croft, treasurer; Hazel and Mary
Harris, Julia Coville, Evelyn
Holt, Marie Keene, Myrna Stew-
art, Eva Graves and Ada Hose
and several children..

The next meeting will be an
all day affair at the Julia Co
ville home with a pot luck
lunch.
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