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I ON TO OREGON

The Way West
By A. B. GUTHRIE, JR.
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SYNOPSIS: The Byrdi are hav-

ing bad luck. First their wagon
was nearly lost in crossing the
Snake. Then the
Byrd baby was born in the night
and died. Now a wheel has broken
on the trail and the wagon has
overturned. But the

trail lets nothing stop them.
Jeath, cattle stampedes, rivers
and mountains have confronted
.the intrepid pioneers. Still they
move on toward their destination.
Wow go on with the story

i Chapter 23
Wefitherbv waltced off from camp,

giving a last long stare at the little
rin of card players. The train
needed rest, he knew, but ways of
Matin could be wlcKed.

Sometimes he felt that he had
failed. In spite of all his exhorta-
tions the train still broke the Sab-

bath, condoning the sin by saying
It was necessary, its peopie nsea
the fiddle's music. They dancea
They swore. They played card
games. Give me strength, Lord! he
asked. Give me power!

Ahead of him an Indian came
ridirig on a horse, a Cayuse Indian,
doubtless, or perhaps a Nez Perce.
Here again, he knew, was the living
proof of faith, not in the single
Indian but in all tne maians Here-
abouts. They were clean and cloth-
ed. "i'They were good husbandmen
and artisans, having wheat and
corn- and vegetables and dressed
skins to trade for garments, cali-
co and nankins, and good horses to
exchange for cattle. In these tribes
had disappeared the savage heathen-ismsr-an- d

all because of Christiani-
ty.- All because two consecrated
men; Dr. Whitman and another
Bpaulding had established missions
somewhere north to bring the truth
to them.

"Me go to camp," the Indian said,
motioning toward the idled train.
He led his horse along.

The men were still playing cards,
so intend on the game that none but
Summers appeared to notice their
approach. They played with noise
and'H violence, slapping down the
cards as if force would rule the
outcome.

weatherby tried to guide his guest
around. He was angry and asham-
ed at this example of the white
man's way, and fearful that a
strange temptation would fascinate
the .Indian,

The Indian wouldn't be herded.
He stepped up to the circle. Then,
to Weatherby's surprise, to his sat-

isfaction, to his immense delight,
he said, "Bad! Bad!"

11

For three days Evans let the
train dawdle across the Grande
Honde, though he fretted to be
really rolling. Man and beast could
use a rest, and the two Byrds need-
ed time to get their courage up.
Other reasons, big and small, came
in. The women had a pile of wash-

ing. The Cayuse Indians offered
Illinois for trade. Among a believ
ing tribe. Brother Weatherby was
as close to neaven as ne a get on

'earth. By Idling here the train
might make the miles ahead with
out another rest.

The days were fair, with no hint
of snowfall in the Blues.

While they waited, hunting, fish-

ing, trading with the Indians down
to their final pair of pants, a train
oi wagons straggled dv. looKing lank
and battered, and sent a rider to
their camping place a nail mile off
the trail.

Evans watched the train string
en. He didn't care that it had

not much. Ahead wasrsed, enough. But though he
Wasn't Jealous of the men ahead,
nor anxious any more about snow
In the Blues, he was eager to roll
on. -

They pulled out on a balmy morn-
ing, rested now and full of go, and
climbed up in the Blues, making
light' of a two-mi- rise so stiff they
sometimes had to use six yokes.aoove was romne country with
groves of yellow pine. Over It the
trail ran stony and dipped to cross
the Grande Honde River and led on
to a bottom where they camped

The next day they did a little
better over country just as hard
tip aniountain. along a ridge, down
and up a dozen snarp-pitcne- d hoi
lows, over croggy rocks and into
pin ins nnd groves again where dead- -
inn my.

The third day, though, was best
of all, though no softer than the

tin a slope, nead rais
ed to see what lay beyond, Evans
whoaed his team, for yonder, yon-'de- r,

blue and white and dizzy in
(the distance, rose the Cascade range
end, the queen of heights, Mount
Hood.

Here on the finnl stretch thry
had s long, hard, driving strength,
with" Mount Hood and Mount Saint
Helens like beacons in their eyes.

The train camped and last a

strayed or stolen horse and rolled
on down the Umatilla, crossing and
'recrossing it. And now, besides
'the snowy peaks, Evans snw the
'vallejf, opening, the vnlley of the
Columbia with the shades of

in it.
H seemed he couldn't think but

of the river. It flowed beneath
and "over and around his other
'thoughts the Columbia and the
Dalles nnd the mission buildings
there., and afterwards each lam
ily for Use If, finding ways to get
cownnver.

A shudder shook him. and he
started at Dick's voice and looked
to rig it and left nnd saw that he
was not nlone and remembered how

u rSZ3iB' tSSSTJT! X Z IWEU...A....MAYBE IT
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upon me oanK.
'"Bout four days to the Dalles

Dick said.

Judith Fairman sat by the river.
which here near the mission house
flowed with a kind of quiet peace
alter the violence she had glimpse a
irom the trail.

Voices sounded behind her. muted
by distance. From downstream came
the knock of axes, swung by earlier
arrivals now busy bunding arks
for the voyage to the Willamette.

l ought to oe seeing aoout a
boat," Charles said, looking at the
water. "We'll nave to buy or build
or something, the two boats for hire
are engaged so far ahead. They're
high, too, though I guess we could
anora tnem.--

"We just got here today." she
answered, not wanting him to leave.

I guess we can wait until to
morrow," Charles said, "but I'll have
to get busy then."

unaries hand touched hers.
braced back upon the bank, ana
she welcomed it but didn't speak

wnat was grieiy wnat was this
the rule, she realized when Becky
Evans said, with compassion under
neath the hard simplicity? That no
one could anora griei very long?
As if grief were a luxury, an in-

dulgence not to be enjoyed if a
woman met her duties. That was
the rule, she realized when Beckey
stated it the rule to Oregon, the
rule to all frontiers, the rule Derhans
of life, but still she hated it. Still
she fought against it, feeling hurt
ana gum ior having lost Tod.

wen. sne naa done ner duties.
She had found strength. She had
borrowed it from Rebecca. If she
cried, she ciied at night and got
up in gooa time ana met, tne aay.
She would do her work and hold
her grief.

&ne heard the sigh she hadn't
known was coming.

iiome to urcgon. nome to a home
unremcmbered. never seen, still un
built. Judith could see the home
they'd have a cabin first, unless
saw lumber could be bought, and
may do later on a house of brick.

irom the fire she'd kindled Re
becca Evans saw the Fairmans re-

turning from the river. She waved
a greeting to them and stopped to
lay some bigger sticks upon the
growing blaze. "There's a good wom-
an," she told Mercy, wondering
when the words were out how often
she had said them.

Mercy wasn't one to point out
she'd heard so before.

Shes comin' to herself. Once
the baby's here she'll be all right."

Mercy s gaze slid down. She didn't
talk much. What was in her mind
stayed there. But still she wasn't
sulky. Sober, yes. but not a

tured. "Wonder when the men'
come?" Rebecca asked. "Late, I
reckon. No tellin about Llje and
Dick."

The two had ridden off an hour
or two after the train had reached
the Dalles, trailing a couple of pack
horses that looked with
uieir loads or buiralo robes. Re
becca didn t know hist what thev
went for. To trade, Lije said. No use
w nang around tne Danes. You
couldn't hire or buy a boat there.

"Brownie ought to be here pretty
soon," Mercy soid. "I saw the cat-
tle guards go out to spell him."

mere ain t much to come for.
Fish again, nnd rice. That and
bread, and we'll get out some sweet-enin'-

They sat out from the fire, for
the evening's cool was slow in com-
ing. From her position Rebecca
could see the wrinkle that led up
to the flanking hills. The Dalles.
This was the Dalles for which
they'd strained so long, the Method
ist mission, the dreamed-of-en- d oi
wagon travel, the name that helped
to charm them on when grass wns
poor and water scarce and hope
shriveled in the breast. It was Just
a mountain niche, a piece of bottom
nnd sidehill, a breathing place be
tween the heights and river, un
known maybe but to Indians until
the Methodists had built a mission.

Here the train divided out. Here
the kinship of the trail was loosened,
each company confused with others,
each family knowing now it stood
alone, each feeling somehow strange
toward those whod been so close.
The tie had been unit-ied- Rebecca
thought. This was the end of some
thing hard nnd good, of something
mat wouia siay in mind to death.
She and Llje nnd Brownie nnd
Mercy, there were Just them alone.
except they wouldn't cut loose from
the Byrds nnd Fntrmnns yet. A kind
of claim lny on them, she nnd Llje
nRi'eed. a duty to tne weaR and
weakened.

(To Be Continued)

Women Start Work

On Bazaar Articles
Macloay Mrs. Harry Martin,

Sr., and Mrs. Edwin Powers
were hostesses to members of
the grange home economics club,
at the grange hall.

During the business session
plans were made to begin mak-
ing articles for the annual hand-
work fall sale. The invitation
from the Waldo Hills grange
home economics club to be guests
of the club March 21 was ac
cepted.

The discussion topic was
flowers. The date set for the
Salem Civic players play was
April is.

Present were Mrs. Archie
Shaw, Mrs. Harry Way, Mrs
Richard McKee, Mrs. W. Welch,
Mrs. Cclia Perry, Mrs. Harry
Martin, Jr., Mrs. I. H. White,
Mrs. Harry Prunk, Mrs. Leroy
Horsley, Mrs. W. F. Cole Mrs.
J. L. Armort, Mrs. Albert Mader,
Mrs. Alpha Michals, Mrs. M. M.
Magee, Mrs. Martin, Sr., and
Mrs. Powers.

ffkC Friday P.M. 5:00, Children's
IWM Theater! 11:15, On the Upbeat:
8:45, Webfoot Huddle) 6:00, News; 6:10,
Dinner Melodies; 6:30, Music of Czechn
Slovakia, 7:15, Evening Farm Hour; 8:00
OSC Home Economics Anniversary! BiOO,
Musle That Endures: 9:49, Evening Med-
itations; HlTfln, Pirn Off.

Brownie Troop Has

First Anniversary
Liberty The Liberty Brow-

nie troop 112 celebrated their
year-ol- d birthday at the school
lunchroom, with sixteen Brow-
nies attending.

It was announced that the
troop sold 151 boxes of scout
cookies. Flower pennants for
one year in the troop were
awarded to Eileen Beck, Patri
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of prey 43. Avid
13. Afflrmativa 44. Apart
14. Color 45. Direct
15. Slmpl.tona proceed Insa

fi. Erin 47. Noblemen
18. Troubled 50. Electrified
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23. Realized hearing
Z4. uustle 62. Regale
25. Adapted 63. Siamese coin
27. Yeast formed 54. Watch secr.tly

In brewing 55. Abounding1. Before: prefix In marso
30. Male deer grasses
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Noon Farm Hour; 1:00, Ride 'em Cowboy t
1:1.1, r Act; 1:30. Voice or Ar-
my; 1:45. Melody Lane: 5:00. Musle f
Masters; 3:3C. Science News; S:4S, Here's
to Vets; 4:00. Song of tha Islands 4:1b,
Songs of the ttlst.

cia Billings, Joyce Clark, Cheryl
Faye Fries, Arlene Rybloom,
Joan Wirth, Patricia Whelan,
Sharon Robertson, Betty Knep-pe- r

and Carol Kpperly.
A birthday cake with one

candle was served by the lead-

er, Mrs. Arthur Wirth, and as-

sistant leader, Mrs. Charles Ry-

bloom.
Visitors were Mrs. Waller

Schendel, Steve, Virginia and
Jeanette.
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