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ON TO OREGON—

The Way West

By A. B. G

UTHRIE, JR,

BYNOPSIB: Brownle Evans has
married lttls Mercy McBee, Tad-

Mercy's shifticss father and
m:r and several other mem-
bers of the party have broken
away from the On-to-Oregon
wagon train and are headlong for

ornin, Lije and Rebeccn Ev-

ans, father and mother of
, Dick Bummiers, the gulde,
and most of the rest of the parly

are heading toward Lhe treacher-
out Snake and the Columbla,

hl Rock, the beloved
dog of the Evany', seems to be loxl,
Boon snow will 'ba Hylng In the
mountaine, Now go on with the
slory—

Chaptler 20

Oregon had put a spell on them,

It had put & spell on all of them
except for Tadlock and Davisworth
and Brewer and McBee except for
one, Mercy McBee, and Lije would
try to mct Uke real kinfolks to that
one McBee like Iebecen lold him
to, Rebecca had token the news
of the wedding quiel, as If she'd
seen it coming, and hadn't nrgued
that he knew of. or ascolded, or
asked Brownle to walt, “Maybe It
ain't the way 1 might hope, Lije!
she whispered so that Brownle
wouldn't hear,

“It aln't the way I'd hoped"

Her hand patted him, ""'We got
1o take what comes mnd make the
best of it nnd nou the worst, You

nice to Merey."”

. But in the morning—it was just
this morning, come to think of iL—
what worrled her wns what the
girl would wear, It Lurned out
the girl was dressed all right, Had
shoes on and a dress with a frilly

collar,

Weatherby had done the (rick
quick, knowing the train must move,
but still the knot was llkely tight
enough—too tight, it might turn out.

It was a Iriondly braln, exeept
for one or two, mnd good-wishing
for the man and wife, Mack hod
even tried to give a yoke of oxen

a5 A wedding present, and Brownle
had refused I, mcting nol pollite
enough

By the tme winter came, God
willing, he would be In Oregon and
have & eabin bullding. Evans could
imagine himself in it. There he
was, and Becky with him, and
Brownle. And Mrs. George Brown
Evans, who had been Mercy Me-

oe,

He nat in the cabin while he rode
his horse, and he saw & thing far
off, toward the touch of land ang
aky, He studied it while his mind
ent ricklng In the new house on
the Willamette,

The could-be of It pinched him
suddenly, and he pulled his horse
up, sot ready to belleve, while his

eyes aild np and yes, “Rock!” he
sald inlo the wind, “Hey, you,
Rﬁlcicl" Ha heeled his horse Into &
W

He sal still in the saddle when
come to him, sceing and
numbed by seeing, the blg hend
knocked in and one eye pushing
from its sockel mnd the old mur-
sle stained by blood.

He down Irom the saddle
and stooped and lfted u paw and
knew by the stiffness of the L
that wns not a fresh-done

thing.

For all his faults Tadlock wos
too much of a man for Lhis. Who,
then? He didn't need to nak again,

"He knew ns well ng o man could

know. “Never ean tell what'll hap-
yen,” The flicker In the muddy
:‘ya. They were McBee's way of let-
ng him know, of mnking sure
ha wouldn't mins the knowing, They
wore tha Inst Inugh., They werp the
fiottlne even for all the wounds to
ttls pride. And he had taken them
for something elae, disremembering
that he hnd warned himsell to look
out for snen tricks.
cBoa had thought It safe to do
the deed, alnce he wana parting from
the train. Ms{ba he had walked
from the fort lagt night, his mind
made up for Californin, and seon
the old dog dowing by the wapon,
It cotld even be, Evans thought
without belleving thal MoBee wns

trying to excuse himself this morn-
ing, trying to say he'd've soted dif-
ferent If ha'd known rbout the mar-

ﬂw A 8 time,

ans atralghtened up, The train
had erawled clofer, nhd there wis
f’unb one thing o do, A poor thing

Ut the best. Brownie mustn't evel
know, or Merey ar even Bocky

Down townrd the river thore wis
& Lhick pateh of woods, He rode to
the for side of It and got off and
earrled the body deep Inslde and
lald 1t down, "I reckon you urler-
stand, Rock?" he sald out loud,
,m;r. carlng if the words were foal-
s, O

IL seemed to Evans now Lhnt one
day was lke pnother and  that
nll were bBad, They were all work
and worry and wenriness, and dust
and sun and wind and night and
sun’ agaln and work again.  He
tried to whistle up the old, bold
hope, but it had disappeared. This
sorey 1and wos endlosy,
Violent country. Land of froo-
bure ond of Lre, bolled, up ol
broken when CGod firgt made the
world, Range of rattlesnake and
Jnckass rabbit and cnctus hot ax
mny hornet, The great gorge of the
Bnnke, the churning out so sivep
below & horseman couldn't rtide to
it, so fiur a walker wore out elimb-
ing down and baok.

Eyens knew this time would pass
He wis right to try for Oregon.
It wns partly that old Ropk was
‘dead and the place empty where he
would have trotted. And partly Il
(wian Brownle's marriage. though not
a0 much as onee nnd the manner of
ithe man and wife, ns L they had to
itake thelr stnte dead sorfous,

* He couldn't belleve, bock there
it the fort, that the road would be
a0 hard, For two doys nfterwards
He couldn't belleve It vet, while
ithe train rolled to the Portneuf
cronsing nd on Lo Amerlean Falls,
vThe next doy and the days that
Followed showed him what his mind's
leye couldn't see.

A river out of Nell, the Snake,
or & river still In helll Summers
had oalled him off one day, and
had leetered on the great Up
of its mﬁ: and | peered below and
seen it lke w frothey ribbon, and
what it wos was sweep nnd plinge
and thunder lke nothing that he
quite could believe.

Hes had pulled bock., dizay, and
the gquestion inside him must have
shown, for Dick had sald, “wWe'll
ford hor just the sume."

And onee, late starting after hunt-
Ing wandering cows, they had camp-
ed entirely dry and found the stook
more soattered In the morning,

That was a thing that bothered
& man—ithe thirst and growing
‘weakneas and most of all the hun-
wer of cattle nnd horses and tepms
good campsiles, on

to grass and ensy waler, men and
women always trled to belleve the
hardest miles were rolled, That
wis the way at S8almon Falls Oreek,
where everything was plenty, and al
Salmon Falls, Though grass and fuel
were scanty ab the 1alls, the Indjans
had fresh salmon and cakes of

unded berries to trade for cloth-
ng, powder, knlves and flshhooks.

Seclng the Salmon Falls Indians,
Evans knew why Summers spoke
%0 low of lhe fish-eating tribes.
They were friendly and lalkatlve
and sometimes funny, but childish-
minded and dirty and naked except
maybe for n rabblt skin, and they
ate anything—lizards and grasshop-
pers and crickels,

The ciunp had béen a good camp
anyhow, or not so &S BOME,
no matter i gross and wood were
searce and the Indipns pretly aor-
ry. And the great springs that
burst out of the solld north wall of
the Snake gave the people some-
thing new to tnlk about, Spring aft-
er spring there was, llke sunken
rivers pouring out, which Bummers
called the Chutes,

More sand came afterwards, more
sage, more rocks, more nO-grass,
more no-water, more worn-out
stock, Now they <rere about to low-
or. down the bluff and try the ford,

Bummers rode nlon%ﬁide to say,
"We oan make {4, I'm thinkin', with-
out hold-back ropes or anything.
Steop but not too bad
“Muaybe we beller hitch a rope to
the first wagon and some of us
walk along, just In case,” Evans sald
o Bummers,

Summers gave a nod,

The wny was long and steep, but
not. so steep by Dick's meandering
that two or three men, depending
on the load rnnd tenm, couldn't man-
nge trouble If it came, Patoh's out-
it reached the bottom without real
need of help. Btill, 1t semed wise
to send men with each wagon.

The erossing didn't look so risky,
though, belng broken by two Iulnm{u
that sat lke low rafts In the stream.
Evans tllted his hend and asaw
the while sun veering down, “Dick,"
he sald, “there's prass aplenty on
them  Islands."

"Plenty."
Evans spoke to the others ns well
as Lo Summers, "Let's push the
livestock to "om and let ‘'em gel thelr
[l nnd then lne ou* {n the morn-
Ing. They'll be rested and fed both”
Summers was saying, “Good idea,"
and the rest were nodding.
Evana lald the yoke down and let
the team step out and saw his in-
lnw daughter looking at him, "Wore
out?™ he asked, making himself
amlle
She gave him fust the ghost of
an answering smile. “I'm all right."”
(To Be Continued)
e

Queen Sally Ruler
Over Albany Fefe

Albany — Seleclion of Sally
Philips lo reign over the 1850
Albany high school spring car-
nivil Is announced,

The 17-year-old senior; daugh-
ter of Mr, and Mrs. George Phil-
ips, will hold sway over a two-
day frolic which this year will
be known as “The Silver Scep-
ter,”” April 28 and 28
Queen-elect Sally was chosen
by a delegated commitiee from
ameng A& number of candidates.
Altending the queen will be
Donna Olson, Judy Gilchrist of
the senior class, Joanne Corbeit,
Mildred Marshall and Janet
Bussard, Juniors, and Jacquelyn
Berry, Pat Donahue and Alla
Sjoblom, sophomores,

Sunshine Speclal—The lines of
this cotton charmer are simple.—
A perfect cholee for erisp eyelet
banding! Drop shoulders are smart-
Iy yoked: the skirt smoothly flares
in back, grocefully gathers in front.

No, 23400 is cut in sives 10, 13, 14,
16, 18 and 20. Sire 16, 3 vds, 35-In.
2 yds, eyelet banding.

Send 2%¢ for PATTERN with
Nome, Address and Style Number
State Slze deslred,

Address Opprial Journal, 214 Mis-
don St. San Francisco 5 Oalit

Patterns ready to (11l orders im-
mediately. For apecial handling
of order via first class mall in-
clude an extra 5¢ per pailtern

Just off the pressi The S8PRING
BOCK OF F. ON presenting the
newest style trénds, all trmnalsted
into delightfully wearable easy-to-
make pattern des Over 150
designs for all nges and occasions
beautitully ilustiated o this book
Order your copy now. FPrice jusi
30 centa,
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Club Honors Member

Sherldan — The Get-Together
club met with Adariene Tyner
with all members except Molly
Bail present. A shower was
given in honor of Millian Beck.
Guests were Laura Holdgrafer,
Ann Ryan, Patricia Ottele, Co-
letta Willlams and Marie Mc-
Cord. The evening was spent
playing games with Ruby Kunz-
ler and Illa Black winning the
prizes. Vivian Kunzler won

the speclal prize. The next meet-
ing will be March 10 at the home
of Hazel Tyner.

il
Studenis Glven Pins

Sheridan—At a special assem-
bly at the high school FFA Pres-
ldent Floyd Stuck introduced
school board member Leon
French who presented agricul-
tural students with their “Green-
hand" pins for one year's service
in the Future Farmers of Amer-
ica,

THERE & NO DOUBT IN MY
MIND, MR, MILES , THAT MR GMITH HAS
BEEN "FRAMED', AS THEY SAY N THE
UNPERWORLD, BUT T CANNCT CONCEVE
WHAT THE MOTIVE MSHT BE !

VISIT T
SOUTHLAND!
WITh A A &
\PhR s,
0 B85 o
ROUND S5

EXCUEE ME FCR BUTTING IN,
BUT IF WE COULD FIND OUT
WHAT KIND OF RACKET
PANNY'S DINER IS FRONTING

FOR , WE MISHT DISCOVER
THE MOTMVE. 3

OH, BY THE WAY, TEX=
HAVE YU KAD ANY ANSWERs,/ BUT THE AD
TO THAT AD FOR A
STABLE HANDT

15 STILL IN

NOT YET, BOSS,

BOS5, THAT KID RUSTY
KNOWS SOMETHING, I
SURE WISH I €OULD

2
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BY THE WJW.NWDlDN’T L 4PENT MORE
TIME WiTH BRITISH

YOLR SISTER, PEGGY GET
INFECTED WITH THAT JOHN ) peapie
BULL ACCENT, TOOT YOU WERE

1N LOMDON TRGETHER!
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AP Newafeatures
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ROOM AND BOARD .

CHORTLE/:

IT 7-:-:OR BETTER YET,
WHAT'S RIGHT WITH ANY

VERY WELL.THEN, HAVE YOUR.
MY RACE BETTING
SYSTEM WITH “MORTON THE
MOUSE” MAY STRIKE YOU AS
AMUSING AND FANTASTIC =+
BUT WHATS WRONG WITH

SYSTEM T---YOU CAMN LOSE
On THE BEST OF THEM/




