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ON TO OREGON—

The Way West

By A. B. GUTHRIE, JR.

BYNOPE1S: A litUe band of moun-
fainmen (incl & Britisher)
may yet aplit the On-to-Oregon
ir These men tell of
dangers shead on the Oregon
Frail and sing the pralses of Cali-
fornla, But Lije Evans and the
more stalwart and courageous pi-
dneers still say “Or to Oregon”
while un nt Tadlock and un-
sfable McBee think of sunny Cali-
fornis where the weather is mild
mnd the going easy. Another
blem In!heﬂ Lije Evans' ado-
t son, Brownie, who has just
asked s word with his friend
Dick Bummers, the wise old guide

of the party, It la the end of
August, 1945. Now go on with the
story—

(Chapter 10)

* Bummers asked Brownle, " Where's
this hoss wanis Lo see me?”
“Dick?”
“Uh-huh."
“Brownle shuffied to a stop, He
elid his eyes up to Summers and
down to the ground. “You got time
to talk to me?"
Time splenty, Train
tomaorrow."

twp, not making any
unt{l then had Summers
the worry in his face.

**Me, now, I can't hardly think
to speak unless it's Oy water or =
tree, River ain't so far)

Summers had thought maybe the
boy would locsen up, walking but
he didn't, They came to the rlver
where the bank was open and sat

down b'{l it
“Fish'll do to lw

sound. Not
noticed

e on in & fix"
Bummers sald, "but ‘hey ain't like
a buffler, That's a trouble with

Oregon, no buffler to spea’ of, Ome
day you'll want to foller up the
Bnake, That country's some, now,
J llr.mn Hole and the Tetons and

“Oun't think of that, Dick. Not
L

“I been thinkin' on marriage"
The words came tight, the leanness
of strain in them,

“Ain't nothin' wrong with that"
Bummers sald,

“Maybe I gob po rightful busi-
ness falkin', to inu or anybody.
On'y I had to talk"

Bummers thought while he wait-
ed, Brownle wanted answers, Al-
ways peopls wanted answers, the
full and final, everlasting answers.
“Supposin’' there was a girl, and
& man almed to marry her if zhe
sald yea?"

Summers held his tongue
and walted for the tight, hard-
spoken words,

“Supposin’' hes found out some-
thin' w 1iu. har?:

'm_fol A
"M;g might be she would have a

‘Found out from who?"

* her, And she didn't know
if she cared for him she didn't
know If she

“She didn‘t have to tell you,|®

Brownle,” he sald,
"I already told myself how hon-
esh it wns of her.
“And she em&i’u made oul she

k to you, ad of sayin' she
didn't know."
"Maybe she never will taks to

eagerneny in “Anin't you, Dick?"
‘Not a mite” &

The volce sank back. "Even so,
I don't know. A man don't like less
than what he'd ho!:ed."

Summers sald, "Kin you glt along
without her, Brownle?"

esl s0, Don't feel like
I ever could. y—on'y—""

“There's your answer then,” sald
Bummers, and knew that there It
was. Cloger than his fool thought,
closer than the wide ranging of his
mind, thers i was, plaln as day.
There it nlways had been, and he
had seen it from the first but atill
had passed 1t by,

"¥ou think she's all right, don't
you, Dick?"

It wns confidence Lhe bor want-
ed, and Bummers tried to give it to
him, sying, “Why you ask a fool
question U that! Bhe's tip-top,
She Just ain't been favored in her
pa or ma, and maybe thought what
wis the use, or maybe was cnrried
beyorul hersell just because a na-
bob played up to her, Forget, and
take her, and count yourself lucky"

Brown]n ot to his feet. "I got
to tell Pa that I'm marryin’’

“Lijell be nll right. e thinks
Just of you"

“T know't,
Dick."

“No cause fer it"

';!_l{ere. Rock! Where'd thal dog

L

Lije Evans kicked his horse out
ahead of the traln, which was
reandying to roll, The wagons were
supplled and repalred. The gab
wns gabbed, ‘The mnarringe wns
done, So come on! Get stoarted!
Time to move, Can't spend the live-
Jong day on n wodding and s lost
dDF. Bnow'll be flying in Oregon
before you know It. Follow along,
Mr. and Mrs, George Brown Evans!

He would think about the trail or
about the llfe ahead and the house
he would butld ar about California
and the folks who'd stayed behind
to follow Oreenwood—Tadlock and
Brewer and Davisworth, and here

I'm thankful to you.

was McBee In his s again,
In-law Hank McBee and his In-law
brood. There was one thing, any-
how: he wouldn't have to put up
but with one McBee,

He had cut McBee olf when,
Just befote the wedding, McBee hao
shown he might change hls mind
sbout golng to California. "Never
l::ln tell what'll happen,” McBee had

&

“Can't tell" Evans moved away
snd flgured he'd done right. Il was
Just tnat McHee was McBee and
nis woman woman, &nd no
worth to elther of them. Fine thing
to have them around! Meet my in-
law, Hank McBee.

Evans looked back of him and
saw the traln lning oul at last and
Dick Summers riding by the lead
team, understanding, Ev knew,
that sometimes p man wanted to be
?Ionte afr'ul wear himself in to & hurt-

Aot

Evans yanked his hat tight and
cocked a shoulder against the wind,
telling himsel!l thal what he couldn't
nelp he couldn't help, So forget it.
Ang forget’ Brownle and last night
and his own arguments that came
to nothing,

“Marry!" he had sald, unbelleving.

“That's what I aim to do, Pa."

"¥ou aln't but & long seventeen”
"I'm older'n you waa, and it work-
ed out .

“Onn't get a license here. Can't
do it proper'

“We kin algn a paper, I reckon,
and there's Brother Weatherby,”

“Just waitll we git to Oregon, and
It you feel the same then, we'll do
It tﬂ] right.”

"Unless I marry her, she won't
be goln' to Oregon, for you sald her
{ambly wasn't. Anyhow, I ain't will-
in' to walt, Nelther of us”

“How you know this girl Is what
gou want? Don't hardly know her

ut to pass the time of day."

*Don't say nothin' bad about her,
plepse, Pa. I ,]ult know. Bhe'a all
right, an' more'n that, Il's just you
can’t see her for her fambly.”

“Oaty breeds cata,”

"Please, Pal"

Evans made himaelf hold silent.
Out of the thoughts that ran Inside
his head, he tried to catch a good
one, one encugh to make the
boy consider. While he tried, anger
died in him, leaving just Its ashes.

‘“You're o man now, reckon, and
I nin't got the eve io see it, remem-
berin’ baby days. An’ I'll see Weath-
fnm‘\: if you're still sot come morn-

Evans turnsd sway, feeling heavy-
footed. “Where's Rock?"

“He went off somewheres,"

expecting
put .nll he saw between A
the traln was the grass running pat-
terns before the wind, He wasn't
anxlous, though, not very, for Rock
would show up in course of time.

Maybe, Evana thought, he should
bave hunted more, but the morn
already was halfway gone, thanks
to the wedding, and the company
had to roll out miles. Meantime the
train must move. You couldn't ask
the folks to keep on walting just for
a mispisced dog, no matter {f the
wns Rook,
ans slid over In the saddle and
cocked Lthe other shoulder to the
wind. Except for the weather com-
ing at him, & man wouldn't think
that hard milea lay alread, The rond
looked pretiy open, aa If sawift cross-
Ings and rough mountains were just
dreamed up in Greenwood’'s head.
Eight hundred miles to the home
they hadn't seen. Bight hundred to
the new lfe. Giddap, horse,
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Health Clinic Held
For Hubbard School

Hubbard—A health clinic was
conducted at the Hubbard school
by Dr. W. J. Stone of Salem,
with Miss Jean Wright, public
health nurse, assisting. Five
studenis from Broadacres were
examined with a parent and the
tencher present, two from White
school with a parent present and
leleven from Hubbard with sev-

eral parents present. Six diph-
theria series were completed.
Miss Wright brought two films
which were shown 1o the sev-
enth and eighth grades—"Il's
Your Health—Dental Care” and
“Another to Conquer” on T. B,
Assisting with the clinic were
Mrs. Rollo Cooper; Mrs. Charles
Vredenburg, Mrs, C. J. Friend,
Mrs. F, Dominick, Mrs. B. H,
Miller and Mrs. John Strawn.
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ROOM AND BOARD .

’ THE MOU.
15 GUITRE TAME, AND
HES IN THAT BOX NOW,
HIS PERMANENT
HOME/*-* AS YOU WILL

NOTE, A BOARD INSIDE
COVERS THE BOX HOLES
AND I CAN LIFT IT
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