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hundred, or horses at from fifteen
to twenty-fiv- e each.

"Some of you'll get through, and
mavbe some wagons." the old man
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10j45 Catholio Hoar Orchestra Orchestra Moon Dreams '1:00 News Treasnry Band Drew Pearson Sisn Off
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SYNOfhlo: Lije Evans, captain
of 'the wa&on irain,
ii now also leader by the strength
of bis arm and the power oi ilia
seldom used list, ladlock knows
now that he can't lynch an In-
dian boy merely because his coat
is stolen. But Lije Kvans' son,
Brownie, is not so sure of his
fiower. He has shyly proposed
marriage to pretty Mercy IttcHee.
Something tragio is troubling the
girl. Meanwhile the little com-

pany of pioneers has a hard road
ahead between the valley of the
Bear and the promised land of
Oregon. Although it is only Au-

gust the snow will soon be flying
in the mountains. Now go on
with the story

Chapter IS

Mercy waited in the dark. She
made herself a shadow in the dark
so that people, looking, would take
her for a bush or for a cloud across
a star. The stars were out, cold and
distant before the moon that would
come later.

She pulled her coat around her
neck and told herself to wait. Walt
ior the last look around. Wait for
the last chore before people took
themselves to bed.

A dog came up, unseen, and nosed
her hand, and she started and
c&Jmed and felt him to be Rock
sMJ held him with her while she
waited.

She knew him when he stepped
out, knew him by the thin, clean
shadow that he was against the
shadowed night, and boldness died
in her and her legs trembled to
run. She said, "Mr. Mack," and
heard her voice as no more than
a whisper, drowned by the sh-h-

of the spring. "Mr. Mack."
"What's that? Who is it?" Then,

lower-voice-d, "Oh, hello." .

"It's Mercy McBee."
"I see now. How are you?"
"Mr. Mack?"
"Yes."
"Could we get away a piece, so's

to talk?"
He took her arm without answer-

ing and led her out . from camp1,
down toward the 'steamboat spring.
"It has seemed best not to try to
see you, Mercy."

"I wouldn't try to see you but
but"

"What Is It?"
"I'm afeared, Mr, Mack. I'm so

svfeared."
"For God's sake!" he sold. Then,

"It's probably just your imagina-
tion."

"I been tryin' to tlel myself that."
"Well?"
"What kin we do?"
"Don't you see I can't do any-

thing?"
While she wandered at it, he

asked, "Have you thought about
marriage, Mercy?"

"To who?"
"Well to anyone?"
The voice in her said. "Talk don't

seem to be no use. Must be your
wife's exDectin' you."

He cried out then, cried fierce
but soft so that she felt the misery
In him. "Mercy I'm sorry. All I
can say is I'm sorry."

He left without patting her, with-
out touching her. without the kiss
that she had thought would give her
comfort.

She asked herself if she could
wrong a boy like Brownie.

Curtis Mack didn't go immediate
ly to his tent.

Thinking of her. he hated him
self, hated his shabby answering
to her need, hated the cheap sug-
gestion that she marry. Curtis Mack
had found comfort in hard work
and unaccustomed patience with
Amanda, after the killing of the
Kaw.

It was In the nature of things,
he thought, that now, with a
better understanding reached be-

tween his wife and him, the conse
quences of misunderstanding should
arise. They were coming to ad
justment, each trying to keep in
mind the other. And he felt ful-
filled and knew he loved his wife
bevond all women.'

Amanda's voice said in the dark-
ness, "I almost went to sleep. Curt."

"It's such a grand night out." He
at down and started taking off

rus snoes.

"YouH have yourselves a srree
I'm thlnkin'," the old countaineer
am. this cmid's been tnat way,

and it's some, that's what it is."
He was, Lije Evans thought, about

the age of a hill allow a hundred
years one way or the other and
he sat on the ground with the solid
ease of a hill, as if he never needed
A chair or back-re- st for his car-
cass. Greenwood, his name was,
Caleb Greenwood.

"Ain't I right. Cap'n?"
There were eight or ten of them

quatted around in the Fort Hall
yard, outside the dried-mu- d build-

ing that Captain Grant used for
office and home.

Captain Grant was the only one
who stood. He had England writ-
ten all over him. He brushed his

r beard with his hand. "The Hud'
I son's Bay Company rever has tried

to get a wagon train through," he
answered.

Evans asked himself whether he
was ready to dislike the man just
because he was British. He had
been good enough to the train, good
enough to be better than you might
expect from a Britisher. You could
buy flour from him, brought by
boat and horse from the Oregon
settlements, at twenty dollars a
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said and took the pipe from his
mouth.

"We done all right so far," Evans
put in.

"Shore you did, boy. Ain't quite
the whisker of August, and here
ye be."

"Well?"
"More this child thinks to it,"

Greenwood said, "more he almost
wishes he was trailin' along. Cali-for-

way is too tame. Nothin' the
whole length of her to test a man.
Nothin' to remember 'cept easy go- -
in

The look of thinking ahead was
on Patch's sharp face. "What did
you say tney raised in California?

notnin-- .
fjouuir 'cept wnats sot

in the ground and whatever chews
on grass. She's a soft country, she
is. and so sunny a man wonders
ain't there ever no weather there.
It ain't like Oregon thataway."

"Let's talk straight," Tadlock said.
hitching forward. "Why do you
tnmk we can't make it to tne
Willamette?"

Old Greenwood spread his hands.
"Did this child sav that, now? Said
some of you would. Shore. There's
tne Snake to ford twice, and fer
days you roll along her rim and
no drink for man or brute, and
there she flows, so tar and steep
below you couldn't leg it down and
back from sunup to sundown."

Evans said, "We know somep'n
about rivers."

"Shore, boy," old Greenwood an-
swered. "The Missouri or the Mis-
sissippi, I'm thlnkin'. Nice water.
Come to think on it, what you aim
to do with your cattle?"

"Take 'em along."
"Oh! An' then after the Snake,

or Lewis River like sometimes we
call it, you come to its pappy an'
there's more fun."

The company just Yesterday had
finished a toilsome stretch, through
the black rocks and black dust this
side the Bear, and had come down
into the valley and seen water and
woods and grass and bobolinks and
killdeers. and he didn't guess any-
one wanted to move again, much
less tackle wnat Greenwood was
putting into words.

Greenwood started up his song
again. "You got such a smart start,
mayDe you'll git to tne Willamette
afore snow flies. Could be you will.
Course, you'll have rain, one day
on another, fer the rainy season's
nign here."

summers asked. "Who's ravin
vou. Caleb?"

"Now as fer fevers," Greenwood
said, giving summers just tne cor
ner oi nis eyes, "tneres some as
hold there's fever on the lower
river."

Are there markets In Califor
nia?" Tadlock asked.

well, if you want to talk Call-
forny, there's no trouble about mar
kets, stiddy markets, wheat a dol
lar and corn fifty cents and sheep
a dollar or two.

"And you'll lead a train to the
Sacramento?" Tadlock asked. Al
ready, Evans knew, his mind was
making up and it was all right.
Let Tadlock go. for he couldn't
stand the Oregon train now he
wasn't captain and had been whip-
ped to boot. And let McBee go.
Let him and his family go. The
train dldn t need numbers for sale-t-

any more.
"Who's nayln' you. Caleb?"
"Glad you asked me that. It's

a honest question and deservln' of
a honest answer. CtD'n John Sut
ter down in the Sacramento valley,
he f iggered maybe some would want
to come his way not throwin' off
on Oregon and he says, 'Caleb,
here's a little piece of money fer
your old age, and whyn't you traipse
to nan so s to snow any poor folks
the way?'"

Evans said, "Tell him I'm obliged,
but that them that goes with me
will go to Oregon." Patch nodded
to the words, and Daughtery and
MacK ano uornam ano weatneroy,
and ne understood with a little gush
or good feeling that they were com'
mitted to Oregon like himself.

Summers stood up. Evans saw
then that Brownie had come into
the fort and stood back from the
circle. He thought he saw trouble
in the boy's face. "Want me, boy?"

"No. There's there's someone
wants to talk to Dick."

Friendly Neighbors
Club Entertained

Web foot The Webfoot

Freindly Neighbors club held its
March meeting with 22 mem
bers present at the home of Mr,
and Mrs. Peter Ediger. Mrs. Ste

phen Benedict was
Mrs. Raymond White and Mrs.
Marion Sisco won in two con-
test games in charge of Mrs.
John Heffley.

Mrs. Howard Baker, of Web-
foot became a .new member.
Members worked on their own
wancy work. Refreshments were
served. The next meeting will be
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. E.
F. Schroeder.

By Gene Ahern
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6:00 Hodsa Poo's (News Farm News News
6:15 Newa KOIN Klock Keep Smlllns Timekeeper
6'30 Fa" Tim KOIN Klock Keep Smlllns March lime KOCO Kleeh
6:45 Farm Tim KOIN Klock Jack Norman News KOQO Klock

"7:00 Early Bird KOIN Klock News News Tex Bitter
7:15 Old Songs Duncan M'Lcod nob Gar red Breakfast Gang KOCO Kloek
7:30 News News Hob Uaien Muslo News
7 ;15 Sam Hayes Fred Beck Zeke Manners Top Trades KOCO Kloek
8:00 Eddie Albert Consumer News Breakfast Club Bargain Countr Urusaders
8:15Kddle Albert Dave Valle llrenkfast "Jlub Family Alter Crusaders
8:30 lack Berch Grand Slam Breakfast Club nible Institute Western Melody
8:45 Sage Riders Rosemary Breakfast Club Bible Institute Tempi Echoes

"9:00 Second Cup Wendy Warren Mildred Bedell N W News Melody Time
9:15 Second Cup Aunt Jenny Stars of Today Sidney Walton Melody Time
):30 Hometownera Helen Trent dulck as Flash Pastor's Call Stars Sins
9j45 News 'Gal Sunday Quick as Flash Walls lime John C. Thosa,

"10:00 Marriage for Bis Sister Ladles Be Seat Newa NW. News
1(1:15 Car. Cavallero Ma Perkins Ted Malone Gospel Singer Memory Mnsle
10:30 Brad Reynolds Rr. Malone My True Story Concert Mln. Tune Tim
10:45 Geo. Murphy Guiding Light My True Story Russ Morsan 48 Keys

'
11:00 Double or Mrs. Furton netty Crocker Ladles Fair Musle Mart
11:15 Nothing rv Mason Victor Llndlahr Ladles Fair Musle Mart
11:30 Children Today Norah Drake N'westerners Queen for Day Eddie LeMar
11:45 Light of World Brighter Day N'westerners Queen for Day Vocal Variety
12:00 News Newa Baukhage Talk Top Trades H'wood Mnsle
12:15 Road of Life Come & Get It News News H'wood Must
12:30 P. Y's's Family House I'arty Meet Menjoos Gay 00'a News
12:45 Rlsht to Happl. House Party Art Baker Jimmy Wakely Dave Dennis

:00 Backstage Wire From Nowhere Welcome to nob Mitchell Mao's Melodies
:15 Stella Dallas Jack Hill Show Hollywood Hob Mitchell Mac's Melodies

l:30Lorenao Jones Muslo Please Kay West Trlt Neighbor Mao's Melodies
1:45 Wlddcr Brown Kirk ham News Kay West Bins Sings Mac's Melodies
2:00 Girl Marries Klrkham News Jay Stcwirt Bob Poolo Mao's Melodies'
2:15 Por. Faces Life Garry Moore Jny Stewart Bob Poole Mao's Melodies
2:30 Just Plain Bill Garry Moore Hannibal Cobb Ladles First Mac's Melodies
2:45 Fr. Pge. Farrell tunefully Xrs. Hannibal Cobb Ladles First Mac's Melodies
3:00 Wei e. Travelers ; Irk ham New Bride & Groom e Mac's Melodies
3:15 Welc. Traveler- - Arthur Godfrey Wall. Klcrnan Polks Time Mac's Melodies
3:30 Aunt Mary Arthur Godfrey Barney Keep Newa Mac's Melodies
3:45 Love A Learn Arthur Godfrey Barney Keep Hawaiian Har. Mac's Melodies
4:00 Worn. Secret Arthur Godfrey Rhythm-a-tlk- s Fulton Lewis IovIa Time
4:15 Life Beautiful Arthur Godfrey Squirrel Cage Frnk. nem'way Philosopher
4:30 Dr Paul Curt Msev Squirrel Cage Behind Story Byers Can
4:45lPanla Stone Ed. R. Murrow Firefighters News Be Beautiful
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