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An, Invocation to Hysteria

A last-dog-in-the-manger gasp against the selected
Marion street site for the new state highway bridge lead-
ing to West Salem by the advocates of a Division street
bridge seems apparent in the warning issued by Brig. Gen.
Ralph P. Cowgill, engineer for the state military depart-
ment. He disapproves of the site because it is only one
block distant from the existing Center street span and
would make both bridges an easy target for enemy bomb-
ers,

Cowgill, who commanded the state (home) guard in
World War 11, also said traffic would be hopelesaly con-
gested in the Salem area if there were mass evacuation of
civilians or heavy army truck movements. The solution,
he said, was to give up the proposed site on Marion atreet,
and construct the bridge on Division street., That would
allow a three-block separation of approaches in Salem, and
a circuitous, wide separation of approaches in Salem, he
gaid,
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Of the Marion street site, Cowgill said;

"One convenlional type eerial bomb would knock out both
bridges. Dropped between the bridges’ approach in Salem, it
would destroy them, Dropped on the under-overpass connec-
}iun‘ pmpusod in West Salem, it would render both bridges use-
0SS,

This is doubtful, There is no likelihood of Salem he-
ing a target for the long range bombing from Russia, But
it applies to any site that might be selected for the bridge.
If there was any such enemy hombing, it would be by
atomic or hydrogen bombs, which are too costly to use ex-
eapt on war targets, such as Bonneville, Grand Coulee, and
other power dams, on airplane factories, shipyards and
armament plants,

There is no incentive for wasting them on minor civilian
eenters, and such superbombs would wreck all the clus-
tered bridges, simultaneously leaving only the Indepen-
dence bridge for transportation use.

The Marion street site has been approved by the army
engineers, as well as the army itself by the secretary of
war, and they ought to know as much about it as an irriga-
tion engineer who never had combat duty or actual experi-
ence in war.

- L] - -

Cowgill's protest comes very late. He should have made
it before decision v as reamched after public hearings and
due consideration of merits and demerits. But the mili-
tary aspects were considered thoroughly and we ean't halt
necessities for dread supposition of war hysteria, of scary
Willies or we'll never get anywhere, for there ir no de-
fense, we are told by scientists, against these superbombs
which are too lethal probably ever to be utilized.

With regard to Gen. Cowyrill's statement Tuesday, R. H.
Baldock, state highway engineer, said that a high officer
of the army air corps had advised him of the great diffi-
culty in hitting a bridge with aerial bombs and the rela-
tively few even damaged in the last war,

“With regard to handling of traffic, whether it be mili-
tary or eivilian,” Baldock said, “the bridge plan between
Salem and West Salem developed by the highway depart-
ment is far superior fo that advocated by General Cowgill
and in addition will save the taxpayers of the state a ma-
terial sum of money.”

Consistently Inconsistent Johnson

How can Secretary of Defense Johnson be willing to go
along on a paper-thin draft proposal and at the same time
encournge the getting up again of a World War 11 vintage
air-riid warning system?

Take the case of the draft law which expires in June.
Johnson has suggested his willingness to go along on a
compromisge “sltandby extension” of that law, This com-
promise would amount o having Lhe law on the hooks—
but that's all,

Johnson apparently chooses to overlook the time it would
take fo put into actual operation a draft law that was only
on paper, Johnson overlooks the admission of his top
military command that, if war comes, it will come with a
swiftness that would leave no time for fumbling and de-

Y.

Where would Johnson find time {o build military posts
(barracks, mess halls, ete.) when his air warning svstem
was reporting on planes or missiles that were spoltted—
and doing damage?

What would Johnson do about the thousands of reserv-
isls and aational gpuard personnel who would be called
immedintely fo uctive duty? Present camps might be
able to care for those officers and men, but what about
driftovs?

At the snme time, however, Johnson thinks a nation-wide
air-nltack warning system should be set up. This order
apparently doesn't seem inconsistent to him after his re-
cent stntement that the threat of war is less now than
previously.

When is Johuson going to talk straight out instead of
in confusion?

Destroying Nature's Balance

Central Oregon ranchers are bitterly complaining of
the ravages of rabbits, rats, gophers, field mice and sl uir-
rels caused by the destruction at their own request of
the coyotes by the wild life service by their new and most
effective poison, known as 1080 of “atomic propensity.”

Because an occasional calf or lamb falls prey to the
coyote, the campaign of extermination has been most
effective in destroying the balance of nature. There are
no coyotes left, consequently no check upon the rodents,
which have multiplied enormously and ave afflicting many
times the damage that the coyote for whom they are the
principal food.

_Charles W. Trachse] of Redmond voices the rancher's
disgust in the Oregonian as follows:

“Several hundred rabbils working on a stack of alfalfs hay
can do a lot of damage, especially since the stack is at least
flve tons lighter becuuse of rodent activity last summer on
the growing alfalfa. Without the normal control provided by
coyotes our present supply of rabbits can, and very likely will,
present a very serious economic problem. This problem also
involves kangaroo rats, field mice, gophers and several squirrel
species, all of which are pronouncedly on the increase. Forage
ealen by any of these rodenis will not provide beefsteak,
lambs chops or len mittens."

The same complaint always follows the poison destruc-
tion of so-called predatory animals, including the puma
or mountain lion that keeps the deer healthy by destroy-
ing occasionally the weak or crippled and insures' the
survival of the fittest—as any old hunter will admit, of
black bear, the few remaining timber wolves as well as the
coyote, thus destroying not only is one of the chief wild
life atfractions but the balance nature established to regu-
late life in the wilds.

KRISS-KROSS

Cupid Taking Beating on

Valentine’s Day in Salem

By CHRIS KOWITZ, Jr.

Cupld ook a beating on Valentine's day morning in Salem . ..
County clerk's offlce in courthouse was busily engaged recording
divorees, but no one had applied for a marriage license by noon

., . High school boy, walking with girl down country road on
way lo school this a.m., said to girl, "You know, watching those

cows over there rub noses
prompis me {o wiant to do the
same thing.” To which girl re-
plied, “Go ahead, il's your cow."
+ » Cupid, where art thou? ...
With all they
wind we're hav-|
ing lately, Oldf
Man Orcgon!
ought mnot tof®
have any diffi-
eully blowingly ﬁ
the candles off g
his birthday
cake loday. He's
a1,
L4 L4 .
We've heard
of the fisherman
who left his pole at home, the
plumber who forgot his tools,
and even the reporier who got
caught without a peneil.

Now Joe Schuetz, the clty
cop, comes up with a new form
of absent-mindedness, Joe, while
on duty vesterdny, was Seen
walking down High street minus
his badge.

Chris Kewits, Jr.

. s

Twao factions were in force in
Salem yesterday—those observ-
ing the Lincoln's-birthday holi-
day, and those who struggled

OPEN FORUM

through their usual blue Mon-
day . . . Parking metlers took a
day off, loo, Nevertheless, we
counted 49 coin-fed meters out
of 52 in one block . . . Woman
goes into drug store, puts nickel
in pay telephone, calls police
headquarters and asks if she'll

i have to put nickel in parking

meter on legal holiday,

More hard luck for Don Up-
john family, Don about ready
to lepve hospital after five-week
stay when his wife falls and
breaks wrist . . . Quiz gquestion
in another newspaper reads,
“Which one of these words is
misspelled? Embezzlement, cres-
cenl, pageant, fricassee'
Now that's what we call a tough
question, In fact, if you can
give us correct answer, we'll
toke you out to fricassee dinner.
« + » Whatever happened to all
those comic valentines that used
to bring a tint of red tfo so
many {aces?

L] . L]

Roses are red,
Violets are blue,

In twenty-nine days
Your taxes are due,

Cowagill on Salem Bridge Plans

To the Editor: Representative citizens of Salem, Ore., having
asked whether as engineer for the Military department, State of
Oregon, 1 would approve the plan for a new bridge at Marion
street ns against a Division street location, 1 herewith submit my

testimony given to Mr. Barnetl,
publie roads, at the siale house
on February 9, 1050

The plans as submitied seem
lo be complete and well done,
but in selecting Marion street
as the finnl cholce for the loca-
tion of the new bridge, the most
important faclor, that of safely,
was entirely forgotien or by-
passed.

I case of local emergency, or
national emergencles requiring
evacuation, mass convoys and/or
bombing nttacks, the clover leaf
construction in Wedl Salem and
the congestive leaflic b down-
town Salem in a one-block area

chief urban branch, burcau of

is just too eritieal for me to ap-
prove,

I have discussed (his situation
with various military Ileaders
of World Wars I and II and they
approve my sland,

So far as safety 18 concerned,
it is more of a necessity now
than ever in our history. Oregon
Is on the front line Lhis time.

In my opinion, the bridges
should be separaled even farther
than Division street.

RALPH P COWGILL
Brigadier General
Engineer, Military Dept.,
State of Oregon

MacKENZIE'S COLUMN

Dread Hand of Faminein
China Complicates Situation

By DeWITT MacKENZIE

(M Fordlen Affalrs Analrath
The dread hand of famine again has spun the wheel of for-
tune in China and until it stops no man—either nationalist or
commiunist—ean see what fale hos in store for that war-torn

country.

Communist-ocenpied t China, north of the mighly Yangtze
river, is being - -
swepl by the through the cenluries. People
seourge of hun- have died in untold millions,
ger. AL least Now with her population of 500,-
16,000,000 peo. 000,000—more than a fifth of

ple are reported
by the commu-j
nist news agen-
cy to be fecling
the pinch, and;

some  2,700,0000
pre sald to be
e lin RanEYa s vy Madkenils
tion,
Spring, which isn't so far

away, is expected to bring wor-
sening conditions in this area.
Should the famine develop into
a major disaster, as g0 often has
happened in the past. it could
have far-roaching effects on the
status of the communist offen-
sive in the Far East, for China
15 ezsential to Red success.

Snrall wonder that the Chinese
communists, who now dominate
most of China, are siraining
every nerve (o reach the rice
cerops of Burma, Indo-Chinn and
other food centers of the Far
Enst,

Rice kernels are more potent
than bullets these davs

China has been afflicted with

umessble disestrous femines

all the people in the world—
there are host of folk who, quite
apart from famine, always are
hungry. There just isn't enough
food for all, and that's a con-
dition which exists in most parts
of the Far Hast,

So China now is very weak
as this now plague of hunger
descends on her.

It is a characteristic of many
oriental peoples that they blame
the government when disaster
overtakes them, even though it
be an act of nature. The Chinese
are that way, and the advent of
famine, on top of all their other
troubles, could easily cause an
adverse reaction to the Red re-
gime,

Apropos of this it is interest-
ing to note that the Chinese new
vear begins on February 17,
That ordinarily is a lime of great
celebration—a time of settling
aceounts—a time of looking into
the fuiure. If conditions aren't
good during this period, which
lasts about a fortnight, then that
is & bad omen

the strip of cas-%
tles-on-the-sand
called Milam i oo
Beach,

There Joe Ad-
onls, pariner of _
Frankie Costel-
lo, who in turn
is & partner of
Bill Helis, the
good friend of @
President Tru-
man's mililary
attache, General Vaughan, runs
the roulette wheels of the famed
Coplonial Inn, There also a coun-
ty sheriff has been known to
get a campaign contribution of
$20,000 to elect him to an of-
fice that paya only 8§7,600. And
there also the swank hotels re-
ceive up to $125000 annually
merely for the lease of their
bookmaking concession.

And today in Miaml Beach one
of the most interesting politi-
cal moves in the U.S.A. is laking
place—a move by gamblers and
others to remove a Miami Beach
city councilman, Melvin Rich-
ard, who favors enforcement of
the law regarding gambling.

Melvin Richard was elected to
the city ecouncil with the help
of the man who is now seeking
to recall him, one Harry Pliss-
ner. This is the most interest-
ing phase of the picture. For
the Miami Beach lesson in bi-
zarre government would seem to
indicate that the gambling kings
looked ahead monthe in advance
and plantied thelr man alongside
the future councilman who later
would help to run the city.

- L] .

Drew Fearwon

Gamblers Look Ahend

At any rate, well before Mel-
vin Richard began running for
office, Harry Plissner made him-
self his political adviser and
later his virtual campaign man-
ager.

“We spent so much time to-
gether that my wife once inguir-
ed whether I was married to her
or him," says Councilman Rich-
ard, And the only thing they
really rowed about during the
campaign was Richard's nnxiety
to know where the enmpalgn
funds were coming from,

Plissner, however, brushed
him off, Furthermore, Plissner
did not disclose his own ¢hecker-
ed career, and Councllman Rich-
ard did not know, among other
things, that Harry Plissner's rec-
ord in Springfield, Mass., showed
that on Sept. 21, 1035, he was
twice fined $75 for promoting a
lottery, and that on June 10,
1936, the convictions were sus-
tained.

He also did not know that
after Springficld became uncom-
more, where he was indicted on
Jan, 24, 1038 for operaling a
gambling device; with another
indictment on June 20, 1942, In
both eases he managed {o escape
a pullly verdict, though mean-
while he conducted three pin-
ball machine setups near Ft.
Meade, Md., during the heyday
of the war years,
fortable Plissner moved to Balti-

G

“Open City" for Gamblers

All this, Councilman Richard
did not know. But he did be-
come suspicious when, immedi-
ately after election, Plissner
wanted to appoint a friend as
manager of the Bayshore Golf
course, where a bookmaking op-
erition had been conducted,

After the campaign also Pliss-
ner chenged his tune about law
enforcement.

“He told me," says Council-
man Richard, “that this strict
enforecement polley, which I had
espoused during my campaign,
mnde excellent campalgn ma-
terinl, but that if I would give
it some thought, I would realize
that it was ridiculous to earry
out such a program. He told
me that with the money and
power behind gambling interests,
even If T were able to prevent
them f{rom operating, which he
doubted, the best 1 could get out
of it would be my removal from
office by recall.

"“"He told me I had {0 be prac-
tical and meet this problem sen-
sibly, that if 1 refuted, 1 would
find myself worse off than prior
{o my election, and that if I went
along I would {find myself an
important political figure."

Councilman Richard, however,
refused to go along; and there
was A temporary break with his
former campaign manager. Fi-
nally Plissner came back, thig
time with a proposition that they
open the city to punchboards,

AR

$750,000 for Punchboards

**He told me," says Richards,
“that he had enginecred a deal
whereby the exclusive operation
of punchboards would be given
to four men. He emphasized
that he would be ane of the
four. He told me that 1 need
not become involved in any {ash-
fon, that I would never have to
discuss the matter with anyone
else, that I would not have to
slgn any papers, and that [

net
channels,

"He described these legitl-
mate channels as fees for legal
work, purchases or sales of real
estate and othgr methods which
could be devised,

"“He told me that the net in-
come from the exclusive punch-
board operation was estimated at
about $750,000 per vear. He told
me that the punchboards would
be distributed in all drugstores
and other retall stores, in hotels
and night clubs.

*He said that in consideration
for my gaining the benefit of
this income of approximately
$200,000 & year, I would have
0 t lo the maint of
a ‘liberal pollcy' in the city of
Miami Beach. He told me that
the § & G syndicate, the most
powerful gambling group in the
city, would then open and com-
mence operatlons as in years
past,

“He said that T would be per-
mitted to level viclous attacks
at the S & G syndicate and up-
on the gambling gentry at coun-
cil meetings, continued Council-
man Richard, “but that I was
never to discuss the matter with
the cily manager or the chief of
police privately,

- .

Fake Gambling Raids

“I would ride with the chief
of police and several police of-
ficers in a squad car on certain
occasions and we would rald
certain important gambling lo-
cations. He assured me these
raids would be highly dramatic,
and there would be glowing
newspaper reports and that the
public would be satisfied that
I was bending cvery effort to
keep my campaign promises,”

Councilman Richard, however,
refused to cooperate. He told
Plissner that it was “the craziest
thing” he had ever heard, and
that he considered Plissner “in-
sane.” Almost immediately the
recall of Richard as city coun-
cilman was started. Plissner
himself even had the nerve to
{ile the first petition of 47 names
asking for Richard's removal,

(Coprright 1080)

Income through legitimate A

POOR MAN'S PHILOSOPHER

World’s Champion Muskrat
Skinners Says He's Quitting

By HAL BOYLE

Cambridge, Md. (®—The world's champion muskrat skinner
says he's going to quit trampling the marshes.

“Man, I've handled many a muskrat in my time, and I have
less now than I did when I slaried out 40 years ago,” said Cur-

tis Insley.

Insely, a tall,
powerful man of
53, iz to the fine
old American
art of muskrat
gkinning w ha tJ
Joe DiMaggio is
to baseball. At
least he is along
the tidewatersp
of Maryland'sy
famed easlern
shore.

It came as no
surprise to him last Saturday
when he won the national musk-
rat skinning contest at the Cam-
bridge outdoor show against
trappers from Maine to Loulsi-
ana,

“I really never have been beat
fair,” said Insley, “and that ain't
bragging"

To win the $250 first prize
Insley skinned five muskrats in

Borla

VALENTINE SENTIMENTS —

MenGofor Hearts, Flowers;

Women Favor

Slap-Stick Stuff

By VIRGINIA MacPHERSON
Hollywood, Feb, 14 WR—Today's the day for lacy Valenlines

all stickied up with hearts and

flowers, But you'd never know

it from (he cards the gals here pick.

They're sending their sentments in slap-stick this vear.

the cornier the betfer.

We {urned salesgirl behind a
counter in the Valentine section
of a depariment store to find
out who gels more dewey-eyed
come February 14 — men or
wamen.

The gents win. Te a man
they fell like a ton of candy
hearis for the gooey romantical
concoctions and let the price
tags fall where they may.

But the ladies—haw! In the
first place, they're cheapskates.
More than 300 women trotied
in for Valentines in the morning
and nol a one of ‘em splurged
more than 15 cents

The best sellers read: "To my
husband-—on Valentine's day"
at a dime a throw,

They weren't sugared up with
gooey senlimenl either. No
lacy love-making for these gals,
They swooped down on the
humorous section and elbowed
each other for the corniest cards
on the rack. '

Little ditties that went:

“I wish I wuz a cop so I could

up and jug va,

“Then throw away the keys
and hug and hug and hug
i

Or:

“1 hain’t th' same—no time.
no place,

“Since love has kicked me in
the face” (Decorated with
a mule),

And: (Decorated with a love-

And

“How about pitching a liltle
moo — cud we have fun,
waoo-woof,"

A prize seller was this one:

“I've never learned to cook
and sew and be my mother's
Joy.

“But I've sure learned some
other things — oh boy, oh
boy, oh boy!'"

.

The ladies loved ‘em.

Other cards gussied up with
fan dancers, pink silk bloom-
ers, whistles, ballonns, and
strip-tease queens kept the cash
registers tinkling lke It was
bargain day in the basnment.

But the men flocked around
the old-fashioned wvalentines.
The ones with perfumen sachets,
lavy borders, and big, red quilied
hearts. A regular super-duper,
put out by Hallmark for $5,
wentl so fast we were sold out
by noon.

One gentleman ordered three
'"“T'o My Sweetheart" cards at
$2 each. And another guy was
real put out because we didn't
have any that read. "To My
Second Wife.”

The store buyver, who ordered
up 12,000 special cards for the
1050 seaspn, sald they'd prob-
ably bring in around $35.,000
before lomorrow night.

But if they had to depend on
the ladies for profit, he added,
it wouldn't even be worth the

one minute, 50.4 seconds. As
usual one of his chief rivals was
George North, an older trapper.

To skin a muskrat you first go
on the marshes and caich one
with a steel trap.

The skinning can be done in
two ways. Insely is a lap skin-
ner, who works sealed with the
muskrat between his knees
North is a foot skinner. He skins
with one knee on the floor and__

one fool on the muskrat's tail.

In elther case incisions are
made at the base of the animal's
tall. He is then shucked Inside
out and separated from his pelt
by a series of rapid knife slices,
any one of which could take off
the trapper's finger. And the
pelts must be removed in mar-
ketable condition, They go into
fur coats,

Insely doesn’t thilnk five
muskrals are enough to show
whal the contestants really ean
do,

"I like to skin 25" he said.
"“That way you can get a hand
in it

“I ean skin 1,000 in ten hours
—and smoke a few cigarels
doing it, too."

. . L]

Insley has been out to the
marshes, the brackizsh waste-
Innds thal vegelarian muskrats
love, since he was 13,

In a single 74-day scason he
once trapped 2,900 muskrats, or
about 40 a day. He works on
a share-allke basis with the own-
er of the marshland.

"1 should have had a piece of
marsh myself,! he sald a litlle
wistfully., He farms and does
day labor out of {rapping sea-
son. In his lifetime he has scen
the pelts sell from forty cents
to $4.00 or more.

"I've made as much as $1,800
in & season,” he sald, “But
I'll be lucky if T clear $50 this
year."

Good pells now fetch about
$1.25. And the skinned musk-
rat carciass sells for 40 to 50

cents, They ‘are listed on the
menus  hereabouts as  “marsh
rabbils."

'Man, they're good eating"
exclaimed Insley, "good as black’
duck, You can fry 'em, or pot
‘em—just like chicken.”

Steady trapping and an in-
crease of preying natural ene-
mies—owls and racoons—have
cut ‘down the muskrat popula-
tion.

“So far I've only taken about
100," eaid Insley wryly, "I think
I'll stop ‘ratting after this year.
Man, it is pretty hard to trample
the marshes all day long.'"

His neighbors take this de-
claration with a grain of salt,
however. They feel sure Insley
will be out there {rampling as
long as there is a muskrat still
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