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ON TO OREGON—

The Way West

By A. B. GUTHRIE, JR.

BXNOPEIS: Everybedy in Inde-
pendence, Missouri, was lalking
about far away Oregon In ihe
apring of 1845, Tadlock, s hard
1 an from lllinols, was making
Wp & wagon train, Ne-account
Henry McBee, his bedraggled wile,
his pretly daughter Mercy and
his five olher children were {'n-
ing. Stoul Jiji Evans and his
HAiurdy wife Rebecon, logether with
their shy, gangling son Brownle
wern going too. That s, It the
old Mountain Man, Dick Summers,
would agree to gulde the pariy.
Now go on with the slory—

Chapter 2
0Old Rock wescomed Life when he
gob home, 88 If asking what was up,
and he opened the door und saw
Hebeoco awopln}é bt the flreplace.
“Get your breeches on, Becky," he
called out. "Wf're. xt:m' to Oregon.”

After Evans had lelt the store,
the others drifted away, Tadlook
hnlted and watched Evans riding
awn on his mule, “There's & mun
I'd like to have in my company,
he sald.

1t was what Charles Pnirman had
heen thinking, He liked this blg
man with the mny-somah manner,
Jiked! the slgns of goou humor in
the brond and fleshy face, the In-
dicatlons of physical compelence in
the stout hands and big frame, He
gave promise of being n betler
companion than Tadlock, who would
be offlclous .or than Mack, who
would be difficult to know, or than
McBee, the poor white,

Fairman signaled = goodbye and
set off for home. IL was two rooms
in a ramshackle house, but better,
at that, than a tent, He doubted
that Tod could have survived In
a tent, the wny the fever raged
in him. He had to have shelter and
care and the high, dry nir, such as
Ixfopln safd you found In the val-
ey of the high Platte, in the moun-
talns, in Oregon, where there was
no fever nt all,

Az Falrman appronched, the wom.
an of the house opeéned her door
and with a split broom fanned out
the dirt she had swept up,

*They was a man here You baen
saying you wanted another man,”

she sald.
“ohl Thot's good. You mean to
go with us?"

“He snid he would—for the ride
and victunls."

Falrman sald. “I see,” hoplng the
man would be bnck, With Lwo wag-
ons and the eattle he expecled to
trafl he would necd two men at
lenst. He had one, a quiet hand,

He wilked through n room and
opened the door to the quarters
he and his I’nmll{ occupled, He
Jooked at Judith, letbing his face
ask how Tod was,

Judith amiled pl the boy and put
her hand on his head. "He'll be
ready, He's geiting to be n stoul

¥,

**This Is atill fover couniry," Fair-
mnn cautioned her,

“Not like Paducah.”

The boy was atill thin as a twi
and frall-looking, llke a young bird,
bt his eyes wers eclear now and
his eolor belter,

Falrman let his thoughts move
nhead while he munohed on the
chicken, seeing the (arm they would
hnve in Oregon and the wheat way-
ing yellow, He saw ‘Tod strong nt
Inst, with healthy flesh covurlrui
the thin bones, Judith often' fel
victim to fever too. It was for her
sake, a5 much ns Tod's, that he had
sold his small plantation and de-
elded on Oregon,

Tod anked, "What you thinklng
about?"

“I thought I might go out and
look at some mules."

Tod came and took his hand, and
they left the house and walked
down townrd a yard lhat Falrman
had noted before, & pole yard bullt
ta keep sale atock In,

He wns having his wagons re-
tired with three-lneh lron, polted
on., He hnd bought two substan-
tinl wagons,

He hnd Inld in s good supply of
horsa gear and gathered some slm-
ple tools and hind bought n good
rifle and a plitol and a shotpun
for fowling. He had purchased a
sheet-iron stove with a boller, and
& Dulch oven and skillet and plates
and cups of tin. He had a tent, two
churns and two plow models and o
supply of rope for tethering anl-

mals,
The list of equipment, he esbis
maled rs he counled the llems off,
was almost complete, Now he had
to think about supplles—{lour, meal,
bacon, sugar, salt, dried atuff, cof-
fee, rlee, maybe a littla keg of vine-
ar. And books, especially school-

5,

More important was the question
of atock—oxen [or Lhe wagons, soven
or elght yokes of them at least;
mules to ride, milk cows and oat-
tle to drive,

A volee called from behind him,
“You lookin' for n man to go west?
He you Mr, Falrman?"

He turned and satd “Yes" and
walted socing a long splinter of a

man in hickotry shirt and high-
hung homespun bresches,
N 5 Hig," the [flgure nn-

nounced. “Or that's what they call
me, It bobtall for Higging, I hank-
er 1o go," the man continued, “"Gim-
me o place Lo Iny my head and
somop'n to feed on, and I'm your
gooscberry,t

Falrman debaled, Jooking the man
over, from the good forehend Lo thy
squeczed face to the spare figure
to the feet shod In old peg bools
He did nead another man,

Whila e debated, Hig anld, *I'm
a fixer, too, Used be n pewter
tinker. T cnn doctor slck rifle-guns
and busted wheels and all, You'll
see He walled, and when Filr-
man'as answer didn't come at onoe
he thrust his hnnds out. ‘“Lookit!
These here paws didn't get that way
Ivin' folded in my lap. I'm skinny
but sirong, llke n rpzorback hog.
I ain't askin' anything but to go
elong and help you and eat out of
your pot’”

Well—"

Palrman felt Tod's hand tighten
in his own and looked down and
saw that the boy was smiling.

1t it's all right with you, mlister,
you done hired yoursell s man'

Hig reached down and took Tod's brold

willing hand, and Fairman thought,
& little helplessly, that, sure enough,
he had done nired himsell A man,
The mule trader was standing by
the pola fence.
He sald, "Figurin' to buy mules?”
*I thought I might."
“T got some the lkes of which
aln't often found"
betl“ fald, “That's Feripture, 1

A horseman jogged up and sat
quiet for & minute and then swung
out of the saddle

*Lookin' for mules?™ Tolty. the
trader, maked,

"Just easin' home,"” the mapn an-

swered., “Nelghbor asked me
see il you hnd some smart ones.'

“Now Jot me tell you something"
Tolty sald to Fairham gesturing
with his elgnr. “I sell mules and
oxen both, eyen I I ain't got mny
oxen right now, And if 1 was goin'
to Oregon, I'd go by mule.”

Tod yanked at Fairman's hand,
"I want the big mule. Father.”

Fairtham asked, “"How mueh?”

“Forty dollars each, two for seven-
ty-flve, nnd take your pick."

“It's enough."

"Cheap, Cheap as dirt.”

Hig got Into the conversation
again. “Where you from, that dirt's
%0 dear?"

Tolty only looked st nim.

The man outside Lhe fence put a
foot on a stump and doangled the
bridle reins In his hand. He wusn't
thin or fat, but, Fairman thought,
somehow fluld with muscle, On Im-
pulse Falrman asked, “What do you
say, alr?"

“It an't my deal"

The man nddressed hlmself to
Toily “"How do Injuns feel about
mules?"

Tolty was quick to answer, “Crazy
nbout them, like everybody else.
Plumb crazy about them."

“What Injun love, Injun steal'
Hig sald, and the man looked up,
his mouth impassive but hiy eyes
grinning.

“Waltl"® Falrman broke in. “You
mean Indians will steal mules but

L1

not gxent"

“Could be*

The man wna qulet, flicking the
reins agalnst the palm of his hand.

When he spoke agaln It was still
mildly, “That big mule there, Seems
Uke he used to belong to Tom Proc-
tor. Yes, sir. Tom sald that mule
would look close and plek out the
teeth he wanted to kick out of a
man's face, and then he would let
fly and never miss. Not once.”

Tolty moved toward the gate,
acting full of purpose.

The man stood qulet, hia fout an
the stump and his hang resting on
his uplifted knee. All he sald was,
“Take It easy, hoss™
"What might your
Falrman  asked,
“Diek Summers.” Then he swiung
his horse around,

Fulrman wanted to call to him,
to ask if he wns the mountain man,
to nsk if he'd pllot & company to
Oregon, bul he stood sllent as the
horse Jogged away, knowing enly
that he'd sten the second man he'd
like to travel :VHII.

-

name be?"

Dick Bummers sat on a stump
and amoked his plpe. The days
were longer than before, but dusk
alrendy had settled among the trees,
and in the cabin the women who
hnd come to Joy out Maitie had
struck a llght, maybe more for the
chear of it than to ses by,

A man moved away from the cab-
In Bummers saw It was his
nelghbor, Lije Evans, who finally
had made up his mind to go to
Oregon and now wanied everyone
clse to go, Evans nasked, “Mind
company?" and ensed his blg body
to rmund. They went back to
thelr pipes, and by and by Evans
snld, "“Your pore wile makes n
real purty corpse, Dick"

Bummers nodded, not speaking,
while he thought about beaver coun-
try. He had sald dbye to it onge,
How long ago? Elghtern Lhirl;;-
seven (o elghteen foriy-five, Bight
years, but it seemed llke forever.
Evana sald, “¥You made up your
mind what to do yet, Dlck?
Summers shook his head,

A man lost one thing and thought
nbout others loat ore. Like he
thought t Jacksons Hole and
the Wind Mountains and the squaws
he had known, & long time ago.
“Why you goln’ Lije? You didn'l
lenve nothin® there."

“There just aln't enough range in
Missourl,”
Summers nodded,

(To Be Continued)
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11220

A Timely Trio—This ensemble—

bolero, akirl—blouse, 18 & smart
atyle for day or date. depending
on your fabrle cholee! Use trans-

for pattern No, 11330 to spice blouss
with sequina, beads, (Transfer sep-
arate patternd

No. s eul In slzes 10, 12, 14,
18 18, 20, Siwe 16, bolero and skirt,
4% yda, 25-In; blouse, 1% yds, 39-In

No, 11220 is n hot fron transfer-
patiern eontalning seven different
motils suitable for applique, em-
eTy.

Would you like to see a collection
of more than 150 other patiern styles
that includes designs {or all mem-
bers of the family—from Lliny tota
and growing girls to Juniors and
misses, mature and larger-size wom-
en? Just include the WINTER
FABHION BOOE In your pattern
order It'a a big ald to every home
sewer, Price per copy 20c.

Bend 2% lor PTATTERN with
lame, Address and Biyle Number
liate Bima desired.

Address Capital Journal 214 Mis-
slon B, Ban Franclsco b, Calif,

™ TA LLU LAH,THE NEW

ZP» T w=0O

m=ZZ>»

GzOoOr» w0 x ImZomd>

e = ] M- go e s = =

A0OCUO or>»zZ090 <M -

<=>» T

T-4=0%E

SECRETARY THE EMPLOYMENT

AGENCY SENT OVER,

— MR.BIGBRAIN!

WELL!
DON'T JUST
SIT mgfﬂi-

MOT ANOTHER CIME 7O ' LOOK
FOieRn To = AMND oW

T ——
- THASS BATTLIN MINOODNIHET
® witd, HE HANT GOT NO MORE MUSCLES
HidH A TUB O LARDS—HE KNOCKED QuT
75 FOLHS 7 — THAR'S SOMETHIN' WEIRD
"BOUT THIS!” -

| BROOMLYN = BUT THE
WEIRDEST 7HNG OF

LALL 15 EVIL-EYET

RGFLEFAGLES o

4T HUDE ME A LAUGH
TRAM

HED LK EMNJUST AS
EASY |F HE STOOD IV &
BEQ T TN WHAMNY,
TMAT DOLS IT.

IF IT WERE
WOULDN

MERELY ATRUCK|
T OF GOT S0
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12100 'Fien_ 01 iient Xira Hour  'dlen OIf

' BACK IN TH' MILL WHERE LUCKY
GONN,

x|

HOPPY / WERE FORCIN' ‘EM

DANG IT/=MY CAR
STALLED RIGHT IN
THE MIDDLE OF

. MAIN STREET!

-AHD I CAM'T GET
IT STARTED -

HEY, MISTER, YOU
"] GET OUT AMD SEE
IF YOU CAN START
My CAR FOR ME-

o8 W oy B e e = € Pe
T e higim e

== I'LL BLOW J=
YOUR HORMN ) !
FOR You !

¢ ©

SOME FARMER JUST PHONED IN
THAT A MAN'S BEEN FOUND DEAR

IN HIS WOOP LoT, HERE'S THE
LOCATION, HE GAID HED WAIT ON
THE STATE ROAD.

A LATTLE LATER N THE WO

WHEN DID YOU FIND
THIS MAN, MISTER T

=
~Tiie

‘BOUT AN HOUR ASD,
OFFICER T WAS TAKING A
SHORT CUT TO MY NORTH
PASTURE THROUGH THIS
WAY, AN' T ALMOST
TRIPPED CN HIM.

o

MAYBE

%
(4 3
’

own te Wl giny rwrred

HEY, LOOK, BERSEANT/
A BIS, HEAYY WRE

WAIT ! DON'T
TOUCH iT! 1T
THIS 18 WHAT HE

WAS KILLED W !

Dot by By Foilom Spmbime

T WAS PEGGY MARN
t YHER TwiM

£ AND

oM

* <THAT THEY BOTH
WEAR MASKS, /

JIMMY T

Vi (T s

MAHY. << SOMETHING ABDUT HER MAVING
TO OXAY THE PHOTOLRAPHER!. - NUTHING

IMPORTANT - - . TD%S ME ANOTHER
SIT2LING SPANIEL, LINK!

o~

DOWN LIKE A YONOD, L
WANT TO MEET

AFTER SEEING HOW SHE CAN
SEND YOUR SPIRITS LP AND

THAT YOU SHALL DUCHESS!
«AND SOCIALLY | MY
LITTLE RED BOCKS FILL A
FivE FOOT SHELF, BUT THIS
BARE STARTS A BRAND NEW
VOLUME | GET THE IDEA 71!

FM Mer,, XGW 100.3, 8-10 9,m., KOIN 101

A, 8 am., 12 pomy, KEX 628, 8 te 0 pom.

WEDNESDAY—6 A.M. TO 4:45 P.M.
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KOAC Theatrei B5:15, On ihe Up-

beaty B8O, B30 Speris Club 0:80, News)
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7:1%, Evening Farm Hooe: B:00, Baskel-
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niog  Mediiations; 10:00, Klem  Off.
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INeedle Club Members

Reveal Secret Pals
Pleasantdale — The Arrawan-

nah needle club met at the home

of Mr, and Mrs. Ivan Gubser.

Mrs Stephen Benedict, Mrs.
Fred Finnicum and Mrs. Mar-
lon Boulden won in coniest

games. Mrs. Dick Sitton won
the special prize. The members

drew names for new ones for
1850.

Attending were Mrs. John Al-
lison, Mrs, Stephen Benedict,
Mrs. Marion Boulden, Mrs, Carl
Wood, Mrs. Fred Finricum, Mrs.
Glen McFarlane, Mrs Scott Ed-
wards, Mrs. Dick Sitton, Mrs.
James Penland, Mrs Raymiond
Palmer, Mrs. Ivan Gubser,

Refreshments  were  served,
The next meeting will be at the
home of Mr., and Mrs. Scn]*k

revealed their secret pals and|Edwards.
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ROOM AND BOARD

By Gene Ahern

WHY, CERTAINLY I7A
SERIOUS! - ITS AN

S5IR, ARE STILL IN THE
JOG TROT OF THE HORSE-|

|
r



