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The Way West

UTHRIE, JR.

§ Chapter 1

< In which Lije Evans dreams of

Oregon:

= The day dawned clear, bub it Had

gained the night before the sudden

#qually raln of middle March, Lije
ank was Just as well satlslied
t things were wet. It gave

an excuse not te work, even

4t ne could be mending harness

or lixing tools.

P “Likely I'll go to town, Rebecen,"

be said] closing the door,

¢ “To talk about Oregon' she sald,

Dot quite as I she blumed him,

= “Why, now,” he unswered, smil-

fng at her while he lounged over

Evans sald, "You old robber, how
abouit & drink?"

“First sensible thing I've heard
you smy." Hitchcock drew Lwo
#ilasses, and thought i over &nd
drew one for himself.

“Yoi, sir McBee sild, souffing
his beard with hls knuckles pefore
be drank, "I sald to mysell, ‘Ore-
Hon, now, there's & spot for a man.'"
Hix Adam’s spple bobbed to the
whisky, “No sense In workin' your
life out—end for nothin'."

Hitcheook let his big eyes slide
ta Evans, "Whal's wrong with Mlis-
wurl?  Same kind of people here,
nnd more hog meat to eat, and you
can sleep dainty In R sure-enough
ea,

%o a 6lool, VI hadn't glven & thought|p

fo what I'll talk about."

: "1 don't know why everyone's
gone crazy oll of o sudden,” she
#ald while she wiped the last of the
dishes and hung the towel on its

. “Everyone tnlking about Ore-

n, and it 50 far away you can't

ink where,"

. Evans looked down at Rock, who
had let himself fall in the middle
of the after leaving the marks
of his big pads on the worn wood.
SRock's a good old dog.”
- Rotk wax hall hound and hall
no-one-knew-what, but he was n
handsome dog, white and blue
mixed and & good one, too,
* “No, Becky,” he sald “don't be
thakin' up your mind independent,
Ef‘hat if T should take it into my
end to lght oul with the rest?
4 Bhe grunted. Another man, now,
might not think she was much,
eavy like she was and extra full-
Breasted, but she sulted him, maybe
is much for the wiy her mind
worked as for anything else, mnybe
Because she knew him up and down
and Inslde out and still thought he
$as all right,
: "Oregon,” Lije sald, letting his
thoughts drift, “it would be s good
g o a man, knowin' he had
Belped settle the country and so
foin it to America.”
s Becky didn'l answer,
= “The huntin' and fishin' ought to
Be good In Oregon. Brownle would
Hke that. A man wouldn't mess
with rabbits and coons and pos-
there, HBrownle wanls to. go"
. “Last time you tolked It wns the
aoll was so good.”
+"80il, too, Everyihing"
= “Dick Summers don't think Ore-
's so much, not for farmin'."

“Dick don't lock on It that way,
a“_n.l!. He thinks about Injuns and

s and such, Farmin don't come
matural to him'"
¢ Evans turned as the door opened
and saw Brownie coming in and
asked, "Want to go to town?"

- The boy answered, “"Don'l guess

80, Pa, It's u fishin' day today.”

« "It don't matter," Evans answer-

ed, still stroking the dog. “Just

thought maybe you wns wore out

with yourself” He let his eyes
avel over Brownie, “I awear, boy,
ever you get meat on them bones,

W'l be a sure-God man" Brownle

‘a5, Evans thought, close to a
man already, long-boned and hard-
muscled, wilh young whiskera on
his face when he let them grow,
A boy, he was, a shy and
backward boy, just coming on to
the time when things were hard-
est. “I hope you eatch Iish, T gol
& hunger for fish after nll thnt
anll pork and beans I've el Evang
got up. “I'll be goin'"

Rebecoa came to the door, “RHe-
member, Life you ain't as young
a1 you were,'

“Nobody is, But I ain't so old,
neither. Thirty-five. A man's prime
at thirty-five.”

He went to the barn and saddled
& mule, It was six miles to Inde-
pendence. He would get there this
alda of mid-morning If he moved
right along, and some Inter |If
he let the mule laze, He lel him

nEe,

It wns lkely m foolish business,
this golng to Oregon, but it was
good to think about, llke thinking
nbout getting out of old ways nmd
free of old places. Like his pa had
sald once, te lln&nbout coming down
the Ohlo In a thoat, there wasn't
any place na pretty as the one that
Iay ahead.

The town showed u[) by and by,
tne first cabins squalling on the
web ground, thelr round or squared
Jogn dark with the night's rain,
doge anlmn% at ocorners and run-
ning out to bark, a couple of tenis
thl.nlnf while In the sun and Lthree
men sitling on a log near by, their
rifles close to hand, probably talk-
ing about Oregon while they walted
for the start,

Two men were atanding In front
of Hilchoock's store, lalking earn-
eait. One was Tndlock, the Tliinols
man who had eome to Independence
early t0 talk Oregon nand didn'l
want to Joln any company alrondy
belng formed but to sel up his own,
Tadlock waa full of business nll the
time,

The olher man was spindly-look-
ing and had & crop of whiskers that
scemed to have molted some. He
ilmh kept bobbing his head to Tad-

, as if to say yea to everything

Evans pulled the mule over to o
past and got off. feellng n little
atift in the knees, and tled up, He
walked over to the two men

“This 1a Henry McBee" ‘Tudlock
auid, “Lije Evana"

"Where you from, McBee?" Evans

“Southern Ohlo, Oincinnatl, you
might say"

*He's 8 man who knows his mind,"
Tadlock put in.

Evans and McBee went Into the
store, Hitcheook had hiz hands on
the counter, walting for trade,

McHBee sald, "1 guess you don't
understand. Fill ‘em up will you?"
When it came time to oay, he fum-
bled in his breeches and (nally
turned to BEvans and sald, “I'm
damned If I aln't left my money
at the wagon”

Evans heard the door squesking
open and turned around and saw
Tudlock coming in, ana with him
two other men. one looking to be
nob much more than a boy.
“Evans, shake hands with Cur-
ts Mack. And Charles Falrman,
Aunﬁ this is Henry McBee,” Tadlock
Al 4

They shook hands &ll around.
Charles Falrmen was the young-
looking man. He had & good face,
with dark eyes and & high fore-
hesd and B seriousness about him.
Curtls Mack was older, and dif-
ferent. Evans guessed him to be
maybe thirty-five,

“Mack and Fairman have jolned
my company,” Tadlock sald,
“Hurrah for Oregon!” It was Mc-
Bee spesking up,

“With my men from Ilinois," Tad-
lock suld ns if he owned them, “we
have close to the makings of =&
traln. We don't want too big a
company. We want to travel lfghl
and fast,”

"How many of ye?" McBee paked
Falrmnn,

The young man answered, "My
wife and boy!

“Got a glrl comin' sevenleen my-
self, her and my old woman and
five bables"

Falrman ralsed hls ginss and sald,

"Here'; io & place where there's
no fever,"
“Crosh, yes," answersd McBee,

“And to soil rich as anything. Plany
a nall and 187l come up & splke.”
“What's the mutter with Mis-
rouri?" It wns Hitchcock asking, as
he wiped the corner of his mouth
with the back of his hand.

Then his gaze slid over to the
door, and Evans, following it, saw
the door opening and a glrl com-
Ing in. She stepped in and held
the door hall shut behind her and
stopd’ uncerfnin, like n blrd about
to Iy, and It grew on Evans thal
she was auch a girl a8 n man
wouldn't see every day. The curves
of her gave shape to the shapeless
linsey-woolsey. she wore, The eyes
were big and darkly shining; ex-
copt  that shining wasn't  exactly
the word for them. QGlowlng, may-
be, was mote llks it

“Pn ahe sald, atanding there In
bnte [feot,

MeBee looked up then. “well?"
Mo wants you should come to the
whgon.'

MeBee's mouth  worked in  the
sorubby beard, “You tell your mn
I'm busy.”

“She auld, please, to come”
“Wou tell her I'll come when I
can, and not before, Hear?"
Evans brought his gase away from
her and looked at McoBes and then
nt the rest and eaught Mnck un-
guarded, hin eyes busy, his face
marked with what might be hun-
ger, a5 If for & minute, and maybe
for no more than that, he had let
his thoughts run away with him.
The girl turned slowly and went
through the door,

“Those women!" McBee sald, “Al-
ways wnntin' you for msomething.
That's my girl, Meroy.'
Tudlogk turned te Evana,
know a-good pilot?"

“ reckoni I da know one, Oetliin'
him i the guestion.”

“Who iz {L7"

Well! Evans anld, laking the
refilled glass. “Its old Dick Sum-
mers, He's been everywhere, trap-
pin beaver and fghtin' Indians and
nll. He eould gulde ua blindfolded."
“Is there a chance we could get

“You

him?™
: "'Hnrd tellin'. Mia woman's poor-
v

“Bul you're sure he'd do?" Tad-
lock naked

“1  'xpect! sald Evans slowly,
looking Tadlock In the face, “that
Dick Summers Is just about the
hest man I ever met up with."”

“Would you mo with s to see
him?"
“Somelime. ‘Tomorry or next
ny'r
When Tadlock apoke asgain 1t

wns to ank Evans: “Now has that
mind of vours made itsell up?"
Evans read In Padrman's face the
howe he would say yes
“Fou're bunchin' wp on me”
Evans looked from face to face, and
saw them all solemn and waltine
Almost before he knew It, He sald.
“Tell your what. If Dick Summers
goea, T will™
(To Be Continued)
[Capyright 1040)
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Willamina Veterans
Will Name Officers

Willamina — Five new appll-

cants were voled Into member-
ship in the VFW at the Iast meet-
ing, Peter Helbert, Ross R Hei-
bert, Robert Plnnick and C, C.
Chambers, all of Willamina, and
James MeClure of Sheridan
Members of the post toured
the new VEW Memorial bulld-
ing Friday evening. Hay Mor-
rison was appointed as chairman
of A committee to consider the
possibility of sponsoring a rifle
range for young people the com-
munily. Others on (he eommit-
tee are Jim Thompson and H. J
Parreit,
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The row which results when Steve burns

GLADLY , MLAD/ HERE / H
Barnum A Blurbs cantract to OB E

ME THE FASTEST SNOWM
IN STONY GAB/ OELE

axhibit the sextuplets in » sideshow 15
interrupted by & breathiess 4

THE ROAD'S OFEM TO JUD BLDOS )
PLACE, MR, BLURB/ (PUFF/ PUFF/)
PAY ME _THAT FIVE-SPOT YOU

PROMISED ME/! -
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BETTER WATCH
HOwW s

YOU CAN'T
BE LATE

FOR WORK. THE
VERY FIRST

IN THIS COMIC
STRIP

TLL BE RIGHT
DOWN...

THAT'LL JUST ABOUT SHUT OFF
ALL HELP FROM AUNTIE VY- AND

i
THERE PP THASS TH'
HE 1577

AS LONG AS BATTLING b,
WENOODNIK, THE CRUMB |
LOVE, SPENDS ALL HIS
EVENINGS GETTING INTO
SHAPE, | WILL SPEND ALL
MY r.u:gwes GETTING
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HERE COMES
CASSIDY AN TH®
POSSE 7 TAKE

COVER,FELLERS /,

FROM THE DIRECTION
THEY WERE FIRING WHEN
WE RODE LP. I'D SAY LUCKY'S
IN THAT STOME ROOM,UP

THERE WEVE GOT 1O GET

HIM OUT. .. SOMEHOW.” 4

P
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HEY, BOSS, Y SEE HERE,JEFF! E V- AND FURTHERMORE, [/ wELL, Y DONE MARRIED -
vou KMow | 1 wﬁ:"é :C:_UHT‘;} f LET'S HAVE LESSOF | THEN | WHAT? YOUR
WHAT STRF LLlwi] THE ] " AND MORE ~ SECRETARY
DID? IE INTO MY OFFICE OF TIHE —WE" M WE 7{ DAUGHTER!
T e
. LIRE T THis pusivgss! | O0HE

CANT LET LUEKY |
TALK IN COURTZ |

WHILE OUR BOYS WOLD OFF |
B TH POSSE, LETS RUSH 4
-

TH STARS .~

U8l {ermi at Oregon College of Edu-
b | cation, Margaret Mills qualified
\|{or first honors, being in the

I DIDN'T
REALLY-YE
I JuUsT
WAMTED
TO SEE
HOW HE
wouLD
TAKE IT!

[ETWAE v ASCNES grrce ]
OH,IT's YoU, SPUR. WELL,
DID YOU HAVE TO TAKE

CARE OF MCRROT 2

YEAH, BOSS,
THE JOBS PONE +
AN' I THROWED A-
= A= HOW DOYOU Sby
T I THROWED A PINK b
=\ MACKEREL ON THE TRA

WELL, RUSTY, T 6UESS SOMEBODY
ETOLE THAT WRENCH. I'LL JUST
| HAVE TD GET ANOTHER FOR TEX.
|WELL, I GUESS WE CAN START T
VINSTALL THE PUMP, ANYHOW,

BRAINS /

ARED HERRING’ IS WHAT
YOURE TRYING TO SAY,—
WHAT DO YOU MEAN F T'M
ALWAYS WORRIED WHEN
GUYS TRY USING

T SEEN A Bis
HEAVY WIZENE
LYIN oUTSIDE
THAT NEW EATIN
JOINT, I TOOK IT
WITH MY GLOVES ©
AND PLANTED IT NEAR

MORRGT, — THAT WAS

SMART, WASN'T IT,
Boss ¥
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MOMTACT LEMAES HE SHOULDVE | TILL SHE HEARD SHE HAD ™
SEEM THROLGH THAT PHONY BE PHOTOGRAPHED WITH
TWINS ATTEMITED SWINDUE! /| HER NONEXISTENT SI5TER!

POOR FELLOW! - THE SEARCH FOR
A MODEL HAS HIM SO CEPRESSED

| was named to the second honor

[(Curi Mamner
Edw, Murcow

Dr, Paal

Behind Story (B can be Beask
Carm. Cavallere|B C'n be Beaul,
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PFre 5 130, 8, Musle
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: 20, Memory
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Polk County Student
Grades Gef Honors

Irdependence—Two Indepen-
dence girls were among those
on the honor roll for the fall

group whose grade point aver-
age was 3.5 or better for 15
lerm  hours. Shirley Peterson

list, having completed 13 term
hours with a grade point aver-
age of 3.0 or better

Students from Monmouth
making first honors were Clay-
ton Anderson, Ann Bleckwell,
Mildred DeVos, Eva Fleisch-
man, Gordon Johnson, Peggy
Neal, Melvin Peterson, Walter
Reid and Mary Savage. Those
from Monmouth on the second
honors list were Theodore Ben-
nett, Leroy Fleischman, Elaina
Foltz, Ray Godsey, Paul Lee,
James Lemon, Elda Msaholland,
Richard Mainwaring Ruth Mc-
Kibben, Ann Petly, Robert Ran-
som, Phyllis Reynolds, Nola
Millhouser, Illa Schunk, Deanne
Thompson and Gladys Young.
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ROOM AND BOARD . By Gene Ahern

BEFORE GOING TO WORK [ \WENT

INTOD THE JUDGE'S ROOM AND HELD
A STRIP OF BACON AND A CUP OF
COFFEE LINDER WIS NOSE TO SEE

HE TOLD ME HE
DIONT WAKE LP




