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2 Chapter 1

5 In which Lije Evans dreams of
Oregon:
z The day dawned cleat, but it had
sained the night before the sudden
iqually rain of middle March. Llje
Evans was just as well satisfied
that things were wet. It gave
him an excuse not to work, even
Jf he could be mending harness
pr fixing tools.
J "Likely I'll go to town, Rebecca,"
be said, closing the door,
t "To talk about Oregon " she said,
not quite as if she blamed him.

"Whv nnw " ho itnswprpfi Kmil- -
ft at her while he lounged over

to a stool, "I hadn't given a thought
Wo what I'll talk about."
; "I don't know why everyone's
gone crazy all of a .sudden,' she
laid while she wiped the last of the
dishes and hung the towel on its
peg. "Everyone talking about Ore-io-

and it so far away you can't
hlnk where."

: Evans looked down at Hock, who
I) ad let himself fall in the middle
pi the floor after leaving the marks
oi nis Dig pads on ine worn wood
SRock'a a good old dog."
- Rock was half hound and half

but he was
handsome dog, white and blue
mixed, and a good one. too.

"No, Becky," he said "don't be
thakln' up your mind independent.
What if I should take it into my
Head to light out with the rest?"

She grunted. Another man, now,
might not think she was much.
Beavy like sne was and extra

but she suited him, maybe
as much for the way her mind
forked as for anything else, maybe
because she knew him up and down
and inside out and still thought he
fas all right.
i "Oregon," Lije said, letting his
thoughts drift, "it would be a good
thing to a man, knowln' he had
helped settle the country and so
join u to America. '

Becky didn't answer.
i "The nun tin' and fishin' ought to
be good in Oregon. Brownie would
like that. A man wouldn't mess
with rabbits and coons and pos
ilim there. Brownie wants to so."
.' "Last time you talked, it was the
oil was so good."

( "Soil. too. Everything."
"Dick Summers don't think Ore-

gon's so much, not for farmin'."
"Dick don't look on It that way,

Lall. He thinks about Injuns and
s and such. Farmin don't come

natural to him."
Evans turned as the door opened

and saw Brownie coming in and
asked, "Want to go to town?"

The boy answered, "Don't guess
lo, Pa. It's a fishin' day today."
v "It don't matter," Evans answer-
ed, still stroking the dog. "Just
thought maybe you was wore out
with yourself. He let his eyes
travel over Brownie. "I swear, boy,
It ever you get meat on them bones,
you'll be a sure-Go- d man." Brownie
Was. Evans thought, close to a
man already, long-bon- and

with young whiskers on
his face when he let them grow.
A good boy, he was, a shy and
backward boy, Just coming on to
the time when things were hard
est. "I hope you catch fish. I got
a hunger for fish after all that
salt pork and beans I've et," Evans
got up. "I'll be goln'."

Rebecca came to the door, "Re-

member, Lije you ain't as young
as you were."

"Nobody is. But I ain't so old,
neither. Thirty-fiv- e. A man's prime
at thirty-five- ."

He went to the barn and saddled
a mule. It was six miles to Inde-
pendence. He would get there this
side of if he moved
right along, and some later if
he let the mule laze. He let him
laze.

It was likely a foolish business,
this going to Oregon, but it was
good to think about, like thinking
about getting out of old ways and
free of old places. Like his pa had

aid once, tellintr about com lne down
the Ohio In a flatboat, there wasn't
any place as pretty as the one that
lay ahead.

The town showed up by and by,
ttie first cabins squatting on the
wet ground, their round or squared
kffs dark with the night's rain,
dogs sniffing at corners and run-
ning out to bark, a couple of tents
chining white in the sun and three
men sitting on a log near by, their
rifle close to hand, probably talk-

ing about Oregon while they waited
for the start.

Two men were standing in front
or Hitchcock's store, talking earn-
est. One was Tadlock, the Illinois
man who had come to Independence
early to talk Oregon and didn't
want to Join any company already
being formed but to set up his own.
Tadlock was full of business all the
time.

Hie other man was spindly-loo- k

ing and had a crop of whiskers that
aeemed to have molted some. He
lust kept bobbing his head to Tad-
lock. as If to say yes to everything

Evans nulled the mule over to a
post and got off, feeling a little
stiff In the knees, and tied. up. He
walked over to the two men.

"This is Henrv McBee," Tadlock
m d. "Lite Evans'

"Where you from, McBee?" Evans
asked.

"Southern Ohio, Cincinnati, you
miffht aav"

He's a man who knows his mind,"
Tadlock put In.

Evans and McBee went Into the
tore. Hitchcock had his hands on

the counter, waiting for trade.
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Evans said, "You old robber, how
aoout a arink '

"First sensible thins I've heard
you say." Hitchcock drew two
glasses, and thought it over and
drew one lor hlmseil.

"Yes. sir." McBee said, scuffing
his beard with his knuckles before
he drank. "I said to myself. 'Ore
gon, now, there's a spot for a man.' "

His Adam's apple bobbed to the
whisky. "No sense In workin' your
me out ana ior noimn .

Hitchcock let his big eyes slide
to Evans. "What's wrong with Mis-
souri? Same kind of people here.
and more hog meat to eat, and you
can sleep dainty in a
oea."

McBee said. "I guess you don't
understand. Fill 'em up will you?"
When it came time to pay, he fum-
bled in his breeches and finally
turned to Evans and said, "I'm
damned if I ain't left my money
at the wagon."

Evans heard the door squeaking
open and turned around and saw
TadJock coming in, ana with him
two other men. one looking to be
not much more than a boy.

"Evans, shake hands with Cur-
tis Mack. And Charles Falrman.
And this is Henry McBee," Tadlock:
said.

They shook hands all around.
Charles Falrman was the young- -
looking man. He had a good lace,
with dark eves and a high fore
head and a seriousness about him

Curtis Mack was older, and dif
ferent. Evans guessed him to be
maybe thirty-fiv- e.

"Aiactc ana rairman nave joined
my company," Tadlock said.

"Hurrah for Oregon r It was Mc
Bee speaking up.

"With my men from Illinois," Tad-
lock said as if he owned them, "we
nave close to we makings oi
train. We don't want too big
company. We want to travel light
ana iasc.

"How many of ye?" McBee asked
Falrman.

The young man answered. "Mv
wile ana ooy."

"Got a girl comin' seventeen mv
self, her and my old woman and
live Da Dies."

Falrman raised his slass and said.
"Here'.-- , to a place where there's
no fever."

"Gosh, yes," answered McBee.
And to soil rich as anything. Plant

a nan and it u come up a spike."
"What's the matter with Mis

souri?" It was Hitchcock asking, as
ne wiped ine corner oi nis mourn
witn tne back of nis nana.

Then his gaze slid over to the
door, and Evans, following it, saw
the door opening and a girl com-
ing in. She stepped in and held
the door half shut behind her and
stood uncertain, like a bird about
to fly, and it grew on Evans that
she was such a girl as a man
wouldn't see every day. The curves
of her gave shape to the shapeless

she wore. The eyes
wero big and darkly shining, ex-

cept that shining wasn't exactly
me wora ior inem. uiowing, may-
be, was more like it.

Pa." she said, stand inn there in
bare feet.

McBee looked up then. "Well?"
"Ma wants you should come to the

wagon."
McBee's mouth worked In the

scrubby beard. "You tell your ma
I'm busy."

"She said, please, to come."
"You tell her I'll come when I

can, and not before. Hear?"
Evans brousrht his naze away from

her and looked at McBee and then
at the rest and caught Mack un-

guarded, his eyes busy, his face
marked with what might be hun-
ger, as if for a minute, and maybe
for no more than that, he had let
his thoughts run away with him.

ine gin turned siowiy ana went
through the door.

Those women!" McBee said. ' Al
ways wan tin' you for something.
That's my girl, Mercy.'

Tadlock turned to Evans. "You
know a good pilot?"

"I reckon I do know one. Oettin'
him Is the question."

"who is it?"
"Well," Evans said, taking the

refilled glass. "It's old Dick Sum-
mers. He's been everywhere, trap-pi- n

beaver and fightln' Indians and
all. He could guide us blindfolded."

"Is there a chance we could get
him?"

"Hard tell In'. His woman's poor-
ly."

"But you're sure he'd do?" Tad-
lock asked.

"I 'xnect said Evans slowly.
looking Tadlock In the face, "that
Dick summers is jusr aoout the
best man I ever met up with."

"Would you go with us to see
him?"

"Sometime. Tomorry or next
da."

When Tadlock spoke again it
was to ask Evans: "Now has that
mind of yours made itself up?"

Evans rend in Fair man's face the
hone he would say yes.

"You're bunchin up on me."
Evans looked from face to face, and
saw them all solemn and waltinK
Almost before he knew it, he said.
"Tell you what. If Dick Summers
goes, I will."

(To Be Continued)
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Willamina Veterans
Will Name Officers

Willamina Five new appli
cant were voted Into member
ship In the VFW at the last meet-

ing, Peter Heibert, Ross R. Hel- -

bert, Robert Plnnlck and C. C.
Chambers, all of Willamina, and
James McClure of Sheridan.

Members of the post toured
the new VFW Memorial build-

ing Friday evening. Ray Mor
rison was appointed as chairman
of a committee to consider the
possibility of sponsoring a rifle
range for young people the com-

munity. Others on the commit
tee are Jim Thompson and H. J.I
Parrett.
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Polk County Student

Grades Get Honors
Independence Two Indepen

dence girls were among those
on the honor roll for the fall
term at Oregon College of Edu-
cation. Margaret Mills qualified
for first honors, being in the
group whose grade point aver-
age was 3.5 or better for 15
term hours. Shirley Peterson
was named to the second honor
list, having completed 15 term
hours with a grade point aver
age of 3.0 or better
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L Mais swan II, Mountaia
4. Greek latter ridge
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and fog 42. Fall to keep
18. Soaks 44. Title of a
19. English letter newspaper
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ially for Women; 11:00, Sebool of Airt
11:19, Concert Hall; 13:00, Newt; 12:15,
Noon Far. Bonr; 1:09, Ride 'em Cowboy;
1:15, School of Air; 1:30, Melody Lane;
1:90, World Our Affair; 2:30, Memory
Book of Muslei 2:45, Sebool of Airt
8:99, Newt; 8:15, Musie of the Hasten.

Students from Monmouth

making first honors were Clay-
ton Anderson, Ann Blackwell,
Mildred DeVos, Eva Fleisch-ma-

Gordon Johnson, Peggy
Neal, Melvin Peterson, Walter
Reld and Mary Savage. Those
from Monmouth on the second
honors list were Theodore Ben-
nett, Leroy Fleischman, Elaine
Foltz, Ray Godsey, Paul Lee,
James Lemon, Elda Maholland,
Richard Mainwaring Ruth

Ann Petty, Robert Ran-
som, Phyllis Reynolds. Nola
Millhouser, Ilia Schunk, Deanne
Thompson and Gladys Young.
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Solution or Saturday's Puzzlt
DOWN 4. Offended

Locomotlvo 6. Ooddees ofdriver' discordshelter
Lubricate t. The linden tree

7. Children's game
I. Article

. Mark for
misconduct

10. Bustle
11. Implore
lis. iy mgn
17. Oceana
19. Juetlv
10. Outer
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21. Farewell
S3. Island In the
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SI. Mother of
Apollo '

24. Escape by
trickery

26. The common
neoDle

ZS. Stiffly proper
B0. Not fn favor
14. Wreath bearinga knight'screst
15. Foundation

timber
19. Adhere
41. Caudal

appendage
4S. Meadow
41. City In

Nebraska
44. Low sound
45. Flnlal
46. Born
47. Sheep
49. Hebrew letter
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