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White Brothers’ Own Rare Lincoln Porirait—Autographed

portralt of Abraham Linecoln,

owned by Floyd and Harley

White of Salem, was inheriled from {heir grandfather,
Pouncey A. White, whose friendship with Lincoln was close,

BIRTHDAY MEMORIES

- Oregon Played Significant
Role in Lincoln’s Career

By BEN MAXWELL
Oregon played n significant role in the caresr of Abraham
Lineoln, whose birthday is celebrated Sunday,
In a lelter dated September 27, 1840 Lincoln refused to
consider an appointment as governor for Oregon. 1t was hard
declslon. As governor for the Territory he would be In line

for the U. S, senate when stale-#

hood was achleved, Bul the posi-
tion was not to his tasle. Per-
haps It was not to Mrs: Lincoln's
tasle. She had had enough of
frontier 1ife, was opposed to
going to the' Pacltle coast and
would hear nothing of it
- . .

Agnin, in 1860, the republi-
ean national convention was
held at the Wigwam In Chicago,
Lincoln was a candldate for the
presidentinl nomination, But his
nomination was by no means ns-
gured,

Then eame four of Oregon's
five voles for Lincoln on the
third preliminary ballot. Now

Abraham Lincoln was within
one and a half votes nf his goal.
On the third formal ballot all
of Oregon's votes went to Lin-
coln and the nomination ns re-
publiean eandldate for president
was hin,

Tmmediately afler the firsi
gun was fired upon Fort Sump-
ter, April 12, 1881, Lincoln ls-
siod an appeal for 75,000 vol-
unteers. This notllice reached
Oregon May 11. Governor John
Whiteaker did not respond, He
folt that the Confederacy eould

nover he defealed. Besldes, Ore-
gon was loa far from the scene

of eonflict 1o be ton much cen-
eorned.,

Wor did  the Emadeipatlon
Proclamatlion meel with umver-

#nl fnver In Oregon. The temper

of the stale was aboul as hos:

tlle to the negro ns it was fno
extension of slhvery. In  facl,
the population was somewhat
evenly divided between North-

ern and Southeorn sympathizors,

Mnany stnunch supporlers of

Lincoln and the North theught i
might be wiser lo remain nt

home abd Keep a ¢lose eye on
local  secessionists and thelir|

who only recently moved away
from the city,
One of Lincoln's bitterest foes
in Congress was George K.
Shlel, an Qregon representative
with strong southern sympathles
who served from March 4, 1881
{o March 3, 1863.
In wview of his sympathles
Shiel could expect no patronage
and, Indeed, received none. He
réturned to Salem and lived
here nlmost continuously until
the time of his death early in
LED3, *

L] - -

Abraham Lincoln' was shol
April 14, 1065 and the report of
his death was published in n
Salem newspaper for April 17,
That snme momentous lssue car-
rled news about Lee's surrend-
er at Appomatlox and the mosi
devasiating fire thal ocourred in
Salem during that decade.
Page two was ruled heavy
blnek for all seven columns and
lhe annoucemenl was carried In
a smoll box at lhe top of eol-
umn five:

“About 10 o'elock In the eve-
ning of lIast Friday, Abraham
Lincoln was  assassinatled and
died 22 minutes past 7 o'clock
on Saturday morning . . . It is
nat time for intemperale words,
but Il nssassination s now the
gome of the rebels and thelr
sympalhizers, et Unlon men re-
new fheir oaths over the Flag

o ke brothers by the hand
snd swear before Heaven thal
the blood of Abraham Lintaln
shall be avenped and that this
cdamnable treason lo our nation
our laws and our country shall
be forever destroved.”

- s .

Name of the sixteenth presi-

dent of the United States is per-
petuated in Oregon by the ham-

dreameg of a Pacific Republic|let of Lineoln in Polk county
nlong with that dubious frater-jand by Lincoln counly, created

nity Knights of {he Golden
Cirele
. L -

David Watson Craig, proprie-

tor of the Sulem Argus from|

18568 to 16863, studied Iaw
Fnecoln and Herndon's law of
fiee at Springlicld, inols anc
when he took the bar examin-

|ruary 20, 1803

by nel of the Legislature Fehb-

-——

Unit Sale Sucoess :
Webloot—The Webfool Home

in
[Demonsteation  unit  rummage
| ond cooked food sile held at

Cohn Brothers furniture store

ntlon Lincoln was one of hisjat MeMinnville was a decided

exnminers, . W Craig was the
father of F. Sumpter Craig, an
aldtime Salem newspaper mnn

success and furnished funds for
the Aznlen house at Corvallis
nnd some for the unit's treasury.
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. s o By Gene Ahern
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