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What's It Like to Be
A Big-Shot in Red Russia?

(Editor's Nole: How does it leel to be a big-shol in Russia?
How does the “other hall” live?

(Edmund Stevens, staff correspondent of the Christian
Bclence Monitor, just back from a three-year tour of duty
in Moscow, has found that soviet intelleciuals live a good
life, it their stomachs are strong.

(This is the third of four artlcles digesting materini writlen
by Btlevens about present-day Russia and published in the
Christian Science Monitor in 40 installments.)

New York, Feb, i (F)—8oviet writers, musicians, artisls and

sclentists live well, so long Rs

lectual strait jacket, an American reporter has found.
These Intellectunls share the top rung of the gocial ladder
with the leading politicians, says Edmund Stevens, who covered

Moscow for the past three years
for the Christian Science Monl
tor.

Stevens found that Soviet
maorality is predicated on the
Idea that anything promoting
eommunism is moral. Thus, he
observes, the cultural strait
jacket and intellectual Aturn-
abouts are no more startling
than the assumed right of the

government to dislort or with-|

hold the {ruith, break agree-
ments, subdue alien peoples and
outstrip the cgars in imperial-
Ism.

The artists, wrilers and scien-
tists have cars—like Stalin they
seem o prefer the American 1o
the Soviet models, They have
town flats in addition to coun-
try homes, despite the critical
housing situnilon. They are the
pampered social lions of the
Sovlet scene.

They do much beller than
doetors, lawyers or other pro-
fegslonal men, who earn the ru-
ble equivalent of $194 lo $358
monthly. They soar above the
white collar people who earn
the equivnlent of $07 to $104 a
month, enough for a sufficient
but monotonous living, They are
miles above the lowest layer of
the socinl scale, ‘mostly unskill-
ed workers who barely get by.
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-

But, Stevens reports, the pit-
falls are many and the road is
treacherous. The intellectual
must be nimble enough to citeh
and ride the currént party drift

Stevens describes the scene
something like this:

Denouncing Americans is the
surest key to literary success,
even for a wriler of children's
books, and ‘‘no Soviel play or
novel nowadays ls complele
without American diplomals,
newspapermen, engineers or
businessmen who are at the
same time spies and provoca-
teurs."

Stevens adds in passing thal
the Sovict case against Amerl-
cans is helped along greatly “by
the Irresponsible siatements of
certain  United States public
figures, Including members of
congress, urgling immediate
armed action against the Soviet
union, Including use of atom
bombs. To the Soviet publie, this
sounds like ecorroboration of
Pravda."

Konstantin Bimonov, the au-
thor whose dramas belabor the
United Stales incessently, has
an open bank account on which
he ean draw at will, and olher
anti-American, and thus sue-
cessful, wrilers do almost =as
well.

- . L]

But as an example of what
can happen, last March Tamara
Motylova, leading Soviet female
Mterary crltle, was fired from
Gorky Institule’s faculty and
had her doctor's degree revok-
ad. Her offense: She urged So-
viet Hterature to be critical of
Boviet surroundings, and she re-
ferred favorably to the German-
Jewish nuthor Llon Feuchl-
wanger, This bramnded her a
“bourgeois cosmopolile.”

Soviet writers once celebrat-
ed now are in oblivion, The us-
ual reason: too much realism.

A Stalin prize book by no
less o figure than Alexander Fa-
dayev, hend of the writers un-
ion, was found two vears afler
Its publication {o have pletured
a Soviel genernl as n bit of a
stuff shirt. The Agitprop (pro-
pagandn and agitation) ordered
Fndayev to revise the book, and
he openly confessed the “jus-

tlee™ of the criticism,
- L]
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