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Murder in New Orleans

By BRETT HALLIDAY
fAuther of the Michasl Shsyme Hioriea)
Chanter Six Park Plaza,” Frank wes reporung

“We haven't any proo! that Car-
son got In touch with Whitey Bu-

ford lnst night,” Shayne told Jones, | I

“Until we bave some such proof,
juo're the only suspeci we've gob.
¢ pollce nre ulrendy watehing this

place, 0 don't try to get out of
town."”

Bhayne left and neaded for
Dupre's, It was an  exceedingly

popular restaurant on the
of Roynl and 5t Louls,

Shayne strode towird a harried
muitre d'Hotel, He explained with
& wide grin, “Pollce. A customer
of your was murdersd last nlght
after leaving here. H's body was
found hall » block from here. I
lmagine this man had a reserva-
tion. Walter Carson.”

“But yes. Mr Carson? Bo—it
wis ne? The reservation wna for
nine. A single.”

Shayne #aid, ““Can vou tell me
row and when the reservation was
made?"

*The letter requesting s table was
recelved severnl days ago. Mr, Car-
son ls an ald ecustorner.”

“T want to know when Cuarson left
and whether anyone me: him here,”
Shayne sald.

*I ean tell you that. It was nfter
the second show ended, A ltte
after one o'clock. Mr, Carson went
out by himselr.”

Shayne thanked him and went
out pbruptly, Things added up.

From Dupra's, Bhayne drove down
Royal soveral blockd and turned to
the right toward the old French
Market, He pulled up on a narrow,
dimly llghted strect and got out.
Then he walked half a block to
one of the older houses st far back
from the sidewalk.

He pushed the deoor open and
went down four stone steps Into a
sons-smelling cellar, A grosaly fat
man sat at & desk beneath a drop-

g
and smiled

corner

hi
‘The man looked
with a great show of welcome.

“Ah, Mr. Shayne” he sald, ex-
terding a fat hand. “It's dellghtful
ef you to visit me here In my
monastic retreat.,”

Shayne ahook his head. "This
1sm't a soclal call, Dumpty, I want
one of your guests"

“Indecd, I'm mfrald I won't care
for that" His volee was p ;

“Qut It" said Shayne. “Don't
make the mistake of triing to cover
up for murder.”

L assire You I have no inten-
tion of covering anyone."

Shayne mnde an impatient gea-
ture, "I know. But your place s
known all over the country, and
wanted men generally drift here.
Maybe you haven't learned he killed

a prison guard escaping from the
pen, But I want him, ltey Bu-
ford."

Shayne took the clipping from his
ket and held it ar the bright
ht. He pointed out Buford's ple-

ture.

“Don't bother telllng me he lan't
here. He's wanted® conneotion
with a local murder, and I'll haye
your place ralded in ten minutes if
you don't glve me.

My, my," the fat man alghed.
“Murder? I don't Uke that. I
this person were here, and 1 were
to heceeds to your demand—"

1"l make it ensy for you," Shayne
finlshed shortly, “Send him out
and 1 promise you'll never ahow.
Glve him a message—any & tele-

ione message from Belle, Ask
nim to meet her at onee In Degado's
Ear down the street”

“iv might be done,” sald Dumpty

enutiowaly,

After Jenving Dumptﬁ:;n )
Bhayne drove to Degado's, went
into the bar and ordered oognac.

He emptied the glass and drank
another, then the bartender
and ed out. He erossed the

aldewalk toward his car ss a tall,
bony man neared ndo's.
Shayne fumbled with the door
latch and walted until the man was
ite him. He swung about with
Bella's 38 in his hand.
“Thin 4 it, Whitey,” he sald.
Whitey Buford cursed and dropped
toward the pavement, his hand
darting Inside the front of hia coat.
Shayne shot him in the h;“l?
Buford groansd and hin long ¥
jerked at t‘ll'm me“%vﬂ utyh"nh""“ﬁ
Shayne dragged i\ ufor:
to his onr, pushed him into the
back sent and drova to pollde hend-
quarters,
Doe Mattson helped mnig;:w bring
the unconscious prisoner in.
Shayne shrugged. “You'll make
work for the hangman If you bring
him around."
Me hurrled across town fo In-
r  Quinlan's private office.
could hear Oaplain Denton
Joudly swearing inside,

"1 got Bhayne where I want him
this time" Denton's volce was
triumphant, “Mr. Barstow, here,

fa rendy to swear out an asault
eharga and I ean prove Bhayne
knew who Carson was all the time."

Shayne heard feet sculfling. He
turned and saw Sergeant Frank
and a patrolman with “Bkip” Jones
betwesn them.  Shayne followed
the trio Into the inspector's office

“Found him in his room at the

lo Denton. *"But from what he
spys, 1 guess Shayne got to him
st.”

“That shouldn't surprise Captain
Denton,” Shayne draw'ed, walking
forwnrd from the door “I've been
ahead of him Al the way through
Lhis case.

Inspector Quiniun sat erect be-
nind nils. desk, Horvey Barstow
slumped down In & chair off to one
side, looking very unhappy.

Denton turned wnd  looked at
Shayne with his mouth wide open,
then let out a rosr., “Sure you
bave," he shouted. "I've been tell-
Ing Quinlan, You knew the stiff
wis Carson all the time”

Turning gravely to  Inapector
Quinlan, Shayne sald “Denton's
wiong again, of course The dead
man wasn't named Carson.”

Denton started to explode, but
Quinlan held up his hand,

“The murdersd man's name wis
Willls Durkin," Shayne sald. “He
was wanted In Atlanta Ceorgia, on
susplelon of commplicity In a five-
year-old kidnaping cnse, He double-
crossed his partner ou* of & Hity-
grand ransomn &nd came to Chesp-
wee where ho took the name of
Carson and bought controlling in-
terest In the local bank.”

Denton’s Jaw dropped with amaze-
ment and chagrin, Sheyne grinned,
Turning to Jones he sald, “Bells
Carson didn't commit vigamy, - She
merely followed her former hus-
band to Cheepwee and forced him
ta remarry her, That's why Car-
son wius gind enough to pay you
five hundred s monta blackmail”

“Blackmnail?" asked Quininn, jook-
ing Irom the clipping lo Jones,

“That's rtight, Carson pald to
the tune of five hundred n month
o keep Jones quiet. He phoned
Jones from his hotel lnst night, tell-
ing him he'd have n mte dinner
at Dupre's and be up to see him
about ane o'clock.  Carson  was
killed before he reached the Park
Plaza."

Quinlan asked Jones “You were
bluckmuoiling Carson and he had a
date to see you at ono o'clock?
Had he threatened to expose you?
Is that why you walled for him
down Lhe sireet and killed him?"

T didn't,”  Jones' nasal  volce
wns thinned by fear, "1 walted In
my room for him but he didn't
come, Head that olipplng” he
urged, “See where i says Whitey
Bulord wun heéaded in this direc-
’ttﬂ:. 1 flguréd Whitey had traced

1lm.
“If this Whitey Buford 1 In
town,” Denton growled derisively.
“Doc Mattson s fixing Whitey
Buford up right now," Shayns said
lo Ingpector Quinlan, "1 had to put
noslug In his belly n few minutes
aga, But he'll live to talk—and to
hang for murdering the guard in
his prison break.”

Quinlan  compressed his  lips
tghtly. His eyes were coldly alert,
probing Shayne's gaunt face.

“If Jones wan the only person
who knew Carson was dining at
Dupre's—the case is closed”
"There's one other guy,” sald
Bhayne casually. “Hurvey Barstow
knew., He wrote Lhe lelter o me
mking for o nine o'clock appoint-
ment this morning—p letter that
didn't arrive until you were gearch-
ing my office,” he went on sharply
to Denton, “and Barstow nlso wrote
the note to Dupre's restaurant maek-
Ing n dinner reservation in advance.
“Barstow's wife says he didn't
pet home unidl after three o'clock

pisce, | thig momming,” Shayne nodded grim-

Iy, "Just about time Lo make the
trip by ear after Carson wax shot.”
"Its = Ue!" Barstow exclaimed
in & choked wolce. “What reason
did I have for killing him?"
"You knew he was coming in to
see a private delective,” Shayne
reminded him harshly  “You had
reason to suspeéct It waa to inves-
tigate the relntlonship between you
and  Bells Coarson. You  were
panicky. You had to stop him, so
you followed him up here In your
car affer dark nnd waited outside
Dupre’s and shot him.'

“Nal 1 don't even poasesa a gun."

“But the bank does, Bhayne re-
minded him. "Every bank has a
thirty-two Smith and Wesson lying
around handy.”

He prodiced the stubby 31 he
had wrested from Barstow's hand
und toased It in front of Quinlan,
"Run s comparison teat on  that
with the bullet that killed Carson*

Barstow covered his face with his
hands,

“1 didn't xnow what | was doing,”
he sobbed. “I was alrald Jenny
would find out, I couldn't stand
that, I loved Jonny and the chil-
dren, but I couldn't atay awny from
Belle!"

Denton swung on Shayne,

"By God, 1T gel you yet for
meddling in my business!® he yelled,
and stalked (rom the room

Quinlan smiled. “One of these
dayr he will hang something on
you, Mike, Thanks for this one
tied up in a bimdle®

Garden Club Members
Make Paper Roses

Staylon — The Ralnbow Gar-
den ¢lub met at the home of Mrs
Roy Porter with Mrs. Erwin
Kuehl assisting. During the busl-
ness meeting, Mrs. Omey Lovell
was welcomed as A new member,
Directed by Mrs. Elmer Gun-
the= and Mrs, Jack LaRont, the

THE END

group mnde paper roscs.

The next meeting will be held
Februnry 16, at the home of Mrs.
Lovell with Mrs. David Well
ner ax asslstant hostess,

Present were Masdames Am-
brose Dozler, Tony Minten, Fred
Fery, Alva Fory, Willinm Niel-
son{ OWo Burson, Gunther, La-
Ront, Kuehl, Weltner, Lovell,
and Linda Lovell.

ROOM AND BOARD ,

By Gena Ahern
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