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MONDAY P.M.Murder in New Orleans
By BRETT HALLIDAY

(Author of the Michael Shayno Stories)
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(Installment One)
Michael Shavne was asleep. VI

olent, and insistent pounding on the
front door of his apartment woke
him with a start. An alarm clock
on the table said 2:15. Going to the
door, he Jerked it open.

"What In hell's the idea?" he da
manded.

"Cantnin Denton needs you down
In the Quarter. He's got a stiff for
you to identify." sergeant jTanK
pusnea on into me room.

"Simnosft I don't want to ro?1

"Why do you always make things
lOURh on yourseu, tsnayner

What's the trouble between you
and Denton, anyway?" he asked.

I hate his guts."
After a brief nerlod of hesita

tion, Shayne strode into the bed-
room. In five minutes he came out
and the two men went down to a
police sedan parked at tne euro.

Shayne's feud with Captain
Doinh Denton, of the French Quar
ter precinct, went back fifteen years
and had been renewed last year
when the private cop
had come to New Orleans irom Mi
ami on a case, and decided to settle
in the city and open an office. It
flared into the open during the
Investigation of the Margo Macon
case. Since then, they had man
aged to avoid each other, but the
bad blood sua remained.

They drove in silence to the
French Quarter. Frank turned off
Royal onto St, Louis, and pulled
over to the curb behind a cluster
of cars at an alley entrance.

Shayne went directly to the spot
where two white-coate- d men were
kneeling beside a body. Glaring
spotlights were trained on the corpse
arid a photographer was shooting
on nasn-miio- s.

Capt. Dolph Denton, a
man with dark and brutal features,
accosted Sergeant Frank who stood
Don m a Shayne.

"I see you brought the shamus
aown au rigni. Any uouDier

Frank said. "Nope," and moved
on past Denton.

Shayno ignored Denton and went
over to inspector Qumlan.

He said curtly, "I didn't know
you were in on this. Inspector."

Quinian smiled frostily and clear-
ed his throat. "I just got here.
Denton said he'd sent for you to
make an identification." Quinian
was a trim, slender man of medium
height, with a shock of Iron-gra- y

liair and a stoic expression. His
eyes were a cold blue, and Shayne
knew him to be hard as flint, but
innately just.

Denton surged up beside Shayne,
breathing hard.

"Take a look and tell me who
this stiff Is."

Under the glare of the spot-
light, the murdered man's features
were clearly outlined.

He was about forty, with smooth,
rounded features. He was well dress-
ed, wearing a soft white shirt and
black bow tie, a double- -
breasted blue suit. Tt,e coat was
unbuttoned and there was a round
hole in his chest.

Shayne stepped back and said
to Inspector Quinian. "I don't know
him. Why am I supposed to?"

Quinian looked at Denton.
Denton scowled darkly and licked

at his sensuously thick lips,
"Do you deny that you know the

dend man?"
Shayno turned his back on the

captain. Denton moved around to
face him.

"Who've you got an appointment
with at nine o'clock this morn-
ing?"

"Nobody."
Inspector Quinian said. "You're

not getting anywhere, Denton. Tell
us what you know about the corpse.

The captain set his Jaw.
"You'd better give it to me," Quin-

ian said with authority
"There's no Identification on htm.

Not a damned thing in any of his
pockets except one. Moran heard
the shot from two blocks away,
and by the time he found the body
the killer had searched him and
got away.

"What was in the one pocket?"
'Thlsl" said Denton triumphant-

ly.
He drew out a thick black book

about three by five inches in size.
He opened it up, displaying calen-
dared nnges for each day in the
year with a vertical row of hours
from 0 a.m. to 8 p.m.

From between the pagea he took
a folded newspaper clipping from a
month-ol- d issue of the New Or-

leans Times-Picayun- e, It carried
a picture of Shayne. and a some-
what embellished account of tiie
detective's latest case in Kl Paso.

Shayne grinned. "So I've got a
public. Can I help it if I'm the
pin-u- p type?'

"All right, wise guv," Denton
snarled. "Laugh this off." He flip-
ped the book oen to the curron t

date of June Oth. Written on the
first line of the page opposite 9;00
a.m. was the notation, M. Shayne.
The only other entry on that page
was two lines below at 11:00. Catch
train.

"What do you make of those two
entries?" Denton asked the inspec-
tor.

"Looks as though he had an ap-
pointment with you at nine this
morning, Shayne."

"Hell, yes," Denton exploded.
"That's what I figured right awav.
He was gunned to prevent him from
keeping his appointment with you.
When you tell us what he was
seeing you about, we'll know where
to look for his killer.

Shayne shrugged. "Maybe. And
maybe he'd been stepping out with
the wrong guy's doll. Looks like a
lit might burglary to me. I don't
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know who he is nor why he wanted
to see me."

Quinian said, "If you get any-
thing, Shayne, don't hold out on
us. This is murder." He called
to Serne&nt Frank who stood near
by and ordered, "Drive Mr. Shayne
home."

Back In his apartment, Shayne
(mined down a still drink ox brandy,
then went to the phone and called
Lucy Hamilton, nis secretary.

He teased her for a while, then
asked seriously, "wnen did you
start making nine o'clock appoint-
ments for me?"

"What's the gag, Mike? You've
never gotten to the office by nine."

"You didn't make an engage-
ment for me this morning?"

"Of course not. What on earth's
the matter?"

"Do we have any new clients I
navenT met?"

"We don't have any clients, pe-
riod." she told him. "You're sort of
drunk, aren't you?"

He said, "Sort of." He hung up,
and turned in . , .

It was shortly before nine o'clock
when Shayne awoke. By nine- -
twenty he was putting on his hat
to leave jor tne on ice when tne
telephone rang.

Lucy Hamilton's voice was apolo-
getic' "I bate to disturb you, Mr.
Shayne. but there's a policeman
here in the office. He's watching
every move I make, and a moment
ago, when I started into your pri-
vate office, he stopped me."

Shayne said incisively, "Give Cap-
tain Denton my compliments and
warn him that if he touches any-
thing in that office without a
search warrant I'll see that he's
broken for it."

Her voice came again In a wnis-oe- r.

"There's another noliceman
coming in, Mike. What'll I do?"

in be rlKht there.' Shavne
said, and banged down the receiv
er.

Lucy was seated behind her type
writer when Shayne went in. Her
brown eves were biazine at a do
llceman lounging against the casing
oi me open aoor w nis private e.

In a deceotivelv gentle tone.
Shayne asked. "Did you tell Den- -
ion wnat i saia aooui a searcn
warrant?"

Her voice broke angrily.
'He's got one. Mike."

Shayne patted her snoulder and
went toward his oince. captain
Denton looked up sourly. "I can't
find a thing In this desk.'

Shayne went to the desk and
lowered one hip on it and said.
iwy cognac is in tne oottom draw- -;

or."
"None of these keys work. Cap

tain," the sergeant reported from
the filing cabinet.

"Let's have a Key. Shayne," Den-- !
ton demanded.

Sorry. I never have found the
keys to that cabinet, Captain. Hope
you can get it open for me."

Denton growled an oath. "I'm
going through this office with a

comb." he said men
acingly. "When I find something
leading to that corpse last night
i n nave au i need to jerk your
license." He turned away and toss
ed Sergeant Frank another ring of
keys. "Try those, Ii none or them
fit we'll call in a locksmith,"

Through the open door. Shavne
saw the postman come In and go
over to Lucy's reception desk.

He waited a moment, then called.
"You can bring my mall in if there
is anything 1 need to see, Lucy."

wnen Liiicy came tnrougn the aoor
with two opened letters she hur-
ried over to Shayne.

snavne said. "Thanks." He
glanced at the note from Timothy
itourne ana cropped it on me desk.
He drew a check and letter from
the other envelope. The check was
drawn on the First National Bank
of Cheepwee, Louisiana, in the sum
oi and was signed by W
u. jarson.

The name was totally unfamiliar
to him. Shayne laid the check face
down on top of Rourkes letter and
opened the note accompanying it.
it was written on tne letierneaa oi
the First National Bank of Cheen
wee. A list of the bank's officers
informed him that Walter D. Car
son was president of the bank.

me note was Drier, I read:
Dear Sir:

I plan to be in the city on Wed
nesday, June etn, and am very
anxious to discuss a matter of
vital importance with you at that
time.

I wish to return on the train
leaving at 11:00 a.m. and there
fore request that you see me
promptly at your office at nine
OCIOCK.

Plea.se wire me collect If this is
not convenient, for I will con
sider it a definite appointment if
I do not hear from you to the
contrary by the afternoon of June
Din.

S enclose my check in the sum
or jiiuo.w as evidence of good
faith.

Very truly yours,
W. D. CARSON

Casually Shayne refolded the let
ter, tucked it back into the en
velope, put it In his breast pocket,
and placed the check In his

Frank mod back from the
cabinet and swore. "None of these
keys fit either. Captain. We'll have
to get a locksmith."
Denton snopped. "Shayne. will
you go on oath that there are no
tiles in that cabinet pertaining to
the man who was murdered last
night?"

Hell. no. Go ahead and find out
for yourself."

He slid off the desk and strolled
out to the reception room.

Liiicy. see u you can dig up irom
our clipping rile the story Hal
Reynolds ran on me in the

about a month ago."
"I know the one you mean.'
She turned the pages slowly un-

til she came upon the clipping and
handed the ledger to ShayneHe studied a clipping identical
with the one found in the dead
man's pocket.

"That letter is it,' Shayne inter-
rupted. "It puts me one Jump ahead
of Denton and if I move fast I can
stay one Jump ahead."

(What will Shavne do about the
letter? And will Denton find out?
Don't miss tomorrow's Interest- -
parked installment.)
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Mickey Hickman Wins

In Vancouver Show
Keizer Mickey Hickman has

received results of the Standard
Breeders poultry show, recently
held in Vancouver, Wash. His
bantams have won again.

On an entry of 10 birds he
won first single comb white Leg-
horn cockerel; first and cham
pion, old trio Black Rose combs;
first and second, hens; first,
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cockerel. He did not enter pul-
lets. The cockerel was grand
champion bantam of the show
and runnerup for grand cham-

pion of the entire show, best
clean leg male and best headed
male and winner of three s.

The first nrize hen also
won best clean leg female and
best headed female.

This win makes Hickman a
total of four trophies in two
shows, the white cockerel hav-

ing won a trophy at Yakima,
Wash., December show.
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35. Tomorrow!
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