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Murder in New Orleans

By BRETT

HALLIDAY

fAuther of the Michuel Shayns Stories)

(Instaliment One}

Michnel Shayne was msleep. Vi-
olent and inaistent pounding on the
front door of his apartment woke
him with o start. An plarm clock
on the table sakd 2:18. Oolng Lo the
door, ho Jerked 1t open,

*What in hell's the idea?" he de-
manded,

“Gaptain Denton needs you dosm
in the Quarter. He's gol-a st for
sou to Identify.” Sergeant Frank
pushed on into the room.

“guppose I don't want to go?"

Why do you always mnoke things
tough on yourself, Shayne?

What's the trouble between you
and Dentan, anyway?' he naked.

“T hate his guta™

After & brie! perlod of hesita-
tlon, Bhayne strode into the bed-
room, In five minutes he came otit
and the two men went down to n
pallce sednn parked at the ourb,

Ehnynen feud with Captain
Dolph Denton, of the French Quar-
ter précinet, went back fifteen years
and had been  renewed last year
when the red-hepded private cop
had come to New Orleans from Mi-
am! on a case, and deelded to settie
in the gty and open an olfice, It
flared Into the open during the
investigntion of the Muargo Miacon
cise. Sinee then, they had man-
nged to avold ench other, but the
bad blood - still remained.

They drove in sllence to the
French Quarter, Frank turned off
Royal onto Bt uls, and  pulled
over to the purb behind n cluster
of cars ot mn wlley enirance,

Bhnyne went directly to the spot
where two white-dopted men were
kneeling  heslde o body,  Glaring
apollighls were trained on the corpse
and o photogrnpher was shooting
olf finnh-bulbs,

Capt. Dolph Denton, s big-girthed
man with dark and brutal features
ncooated Serpeant Frank who stood
behind Shoyne,

I see you brought the R!mrn:u.l
down all right. Any trouble?"

Frunk sald, "Nope! and moved
on past Denton,

Shayne ignored Denton and went
over to Inspector Quinlan,

He npid ocurtly, "I didn't know
you were inoon this, Inspector.”

Quinian smiled frostlly and clear-

ed his throat. “I just got here
Denton' sald he'd sent for you o
make an identfication.” Quinlan|,

was o trim, slonder moan of mediom
helght, with a shotk of lron-gray
hnir und o atole expression.  Hix
eyes were 8 cold blue and Shayue
knew him to be bard as flint but
Innntely Just,

Denton surged up beside Shayme,
breathing hard.

“Tnko o look and tell me wha |
this stiff is."*
Under the glare of the spal-

Ught, the murdered man's featires
were clearly outlned,

He wos nhout forty, with smooth
rounded Tentures, He widh well deess-
ed, wenring n soft white ahirt nnd
black bow tie, n pin-striped double-
brensted bl sult, The cont was
unbuttoned il there wis o round
hole in his chest,

Bhayne stopped  back  wod  snld
to Inspector Quintan, *1 don't know
him, Why am I supposed to?”

Quininn looked nt Denton,

Denton seowlod diarkly and lleked
nt hiy sensiously thick lps

"Do you deny that you know the
dend man?™

Shayne Llurned his back on  the
enptain, Doanton moved around (o
faco him

“Who've you got an nppolbtment
with  ab nine o'clock this morn-
ing™™

“Nobody.”

Inspector Quinlan safd, "You're
not gelting snywhere, Donton. Tell
us whot you know aboul the corpse

The capinin set his jaw

“You'd better glve 1L ta me,"” Quin-
Ian sald with authority

*“Thore's no Identification en him
Not o domnod thing In' any of his
[)or.i:l:la excepl one. Moran heard

e dhot from' two blocks away,
and by the Hime he found the body
the killer had searched him and
gob awny."

"Whnt was In the ene pockeb?”

Thist" said Denton triumphant-

He drew oyt n thick black baok [ ¥

about three by flve inches Ly sixe
He opened 6 up, displaying ealen-
dired pages for each diay In the
year with a vertleal row of hours
from 0 am. to 8 pm,

Prom between (he pages he took
A folded newspaper elipping from n
month-olil 1 of the Now Or-
leans "imes-Plonyune, It earried
n ploture of Bhayie, and a sonie-
what embolllshed  aesount of  the
detective’s liutest case fn Bl Phso,

Shayne grinned. “So U've gol n

bl Con T help 6 If T'm the
plo-up. type?
*All vight, wive guy," TDenton

snarled, "Langh this off" He fips
ped fhe book oen fo the current
date of June oth, Written on the
Sirst lne of the page oppostte 100

nan. was thn notntlon, M. Bhnvne
The only other enliry on that phee
was two lines bolow nb 1100, Oictely

truin
“Whnt do you make of thoxe two
entriea?” Denton asked the Ingpoe-
tor

“Looks as though he had an' ap-

polntment with you at nine ihis
morning, Shavne"
“Holl,  ses"  Denton  exploded

*That's whiut 1 figured right away
He was gunned to prevent him: from
keeplng his appointment with you
When you ol us what he was|
medng vou aboul, welll know where |
to look for hiy killer™
Shnyne shrugged. “Maybe

maybe he'd been stepping oyt
the wro guy’s doll Looks I
straight triglary fo me. 1 don't

sIun'kw] Intallment.)

know who he I8 nor why he wanted
to sep me"

Quinlan' sald, "If
thing, Shayne, don't hold out on
ws, This 15 murder.” He cnlled
to Sergeant Frank who stood near-
by and ordered, "Drive Mr, Bhayne
home,"

Back In his apariment, Shayne
pulped down o stiff drink of brandy,
10 owent to the phone and called

you get mny-

Ay Hamilton, his  secretary.
He teased her for a while, then
nsked serlously, *“When did  you

start, making nine o'clock appoint-
ments for mef”

“Whal's the gag, Mike? You've
never gotten to the office by nine*

“You didn't make an engage-
ment for me this morning?*

*Of course not. What on earth's
the matier?"

“Do we huve any new clients 1
haven't mek?"™

“We don't have mny clients, pe-
rlod,” she told him, "¥ou're sort of
drmk, sren't you?"

He snid, “Sort of," He hung up,
and turned in , | .

It woa shortly before nine o'clock
when Shayne awoke. By nine-
twoenty he was putting on his hat
to lenve for the offlce when the
telephone rang.

Luey Hamllton's voles was apolo-
mutle. T hate to disturb you, Mr.
Bhayne, but lhere’s a polloeman
here In the office, He's watchin
overy mave I make, and B momen
npo, when I started into Your pri-
vate office, he stopped me'

Shayne sald Inclsively, "Glve Cap-
tuin Denton my compliments and
warn him that if he touches any-
thing in  that offlee without 'a
gearell warrnnt T'11 see that he's
broken for it"

Her volee enmie n!min in & wns-
per, “There's  anothor  pollceman
coming In, Mike, What'll 1 do?"

"I be  right there, Shayne
snld, and banged down the receiv-
er.

Luey wos seoted belind her type-
writer when Shuyne went. in. ﬁer
brown eyes wers blazing at o po-
liveman Jounging against the casing
of the open door to his private of-

oe.

In n deceptively gentle tone,
Shayne wsked, “DId you tell Den-
al I sald nabout a search

M Her volce broke angrily.
L onie; Mike"
yne patted her sooulder nnd
Wenk his office. Captain
Denton iked up sourly, *I ean't
find a thing in this desk."
Shoyne went (o the desk and
lowertd  one hlp on it and  snid,
"My cognne 1% In the bottom draw-

“None of these keys work, Cap-
tnin the serpeant reported from
the flling eabinet,

“Lets hove m key. Shayne! Den-
ton demanded,

“Sorry, 1 never have found the
keyn th that eabilnet, Captain, Hope
you ean get i open for me”

Dentan growled an oath, *“I'm
poltg  thiough this office with a
line-toothed comb,” he saltl men-
acingly, “When 1 !nd something
lending B0 thab corpse lnst night
Il have all T need to Jerk your
M He turned nwn? and  toss-
peant Prank another ring of
oys, “T'ry thede, If none of them
(L we'll endl In o lockamith,"

Through the open door, Shayne
snw the postman come In and go
over to Luoy's reception desk,

He walted nomoment, then ealled,
“You enn brdng my mall In if there
I5 anything I need to see, Luey.”

When Luey enme through the door
with two opened letters she hur-
rled over to Shayne,

Shayne  sald, “Thanks" He
planesd ot tho note from Timothy
Hourke and dropped 1t on the desk.
He drow a check and letter from
the othier gnvelops, The ¢heck was
drawn on khe Fiest Natlonnl Bank
of Chespwoe, Loulsinnn, in the sum
of $200.00, nnd wix zlgned by W
D, Cnrson,

Thee name wns totally unfamiliar
Lo him. Shayne lnid the check faco
down on top of Rourkes letler and
openxl the note accompanying it
It wans wrilten on the Ietlerhend of
the Firat Natlonpl Bank of Cheep-
A lst of the bank's offleers
med him that Walter D, Car-
s president of the bank.
note was brief, I road:
ear 8ir;

I plan Lo be In the clty on Wed.
nesday. June #th, and am very
anxlous to discuss a matter of
cital Importance with you at that
i,

I with to reétum on the train
Teaving at 11:00 wm, and there-

e

fore request  that you see me
o wtly ot wour offlee ot nine
o'clock

Plense wire me colleet if this is
not  convenlent, for 1T will eon-
sider 16 o definite appointment i
I do not honr from vou to thp
:‘l‘llllfl'l'll_\' by the wfternoon of June
bth,

¥ enelopse my aheek In the sum
of S0 as evidence of good
failh.

Very truly yours,
W, D, CARSON

Cosunlly Shayne refolded the lot-
ter, theked it boack Into the en-
vilope, put ir In his brenst pocket,
and placed the check in Nis bill-
fold,

Fronk movgd baek from  the
cabinel and swore, “None of these
kevs fib elther, Coptain, We'll have
I get & locksmith."

PDenton snapped,  “Shayne,  will
vou go ob oath that' there are no
tlles In that cabinet pertalning to
who wis murdered

the  frian Inat
nlght?™
‘Hell, no. Go ahend and find out
for yoursell

He wlid off the desk midd strolled

out o the recepiion room.

“Luey, see I you ean dig up from
our clipping file the story Hal
Reynolds ran on ma In the Times-
Plonyune about a month ngo

“I know the one you mean.*
wd the pages slowly un-
it fipon the cllpping and
the ledger to Shayne
a elipping ~Klentlen!
foundd in the dead

Onm
ol
etter o 1™ Shayne Inter-
1L puts me one jump ahead
of Denton and I T move fast T ean
sty one jump nhead,'

(Whnat will Shayne do about the
And will Denton {ind out?
niiss tomorrow's  interest-

letler?
Ton't
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Mickey Hickman Wins

| held in Vancouver, Wash.
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In Vancouver Show

Kelzer—Mickey Hickman has
recelved resulls of the Standard
Breeders poullry show, recenily
His
bantams have won again,

On an entry of 10 birds he
won first single comb white Leg-
horn eockerel; first and eham-
pion, old trio Black Rose combs;
first and second, hens: first,

cockerel.
lets.
champion
and runnecup for grand cham-
plon of
clean leg male and best headed
male and winner of lhree tro-
phics
won
hest headed female.

total of four
shows, the white cockerel hav-
ing won
Wasgh,, December ghow.

He did not enter pul-
The cockerel was grand
bantam of the show

the entire show, best

. The first prize hen also .J‘
best clean leg {emale and

This win makes Hickman a
trophies in two

a trophy at Yakima,
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ROOM AND BOARD . . . s By Gene Aherr

How DD YOU ‘%
EVER HAPPEN TO
THINK OF AN
ALARM CLOCK P -
NOT A SINGLE
MORNING HAS

.




