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A Man Is Missing

By ERLE STANLEY GARDNER

(Crestor of the famous fotional deteciive, Perry Mason)

THE STORY THUS FAR: Sheritf B
Catlin and Hank Lucas, & dude Wrana-
ler, ste muked to help locils &o amnesis
wiciim, Frank Adrisg. The onlr clus 4 »
picture postcard Adrian sent to his wife,
Corlla, ahowing hlm in front of & moun-
taln esbin, Lucas wuides Corlla and Jemed
DaWits, & clty detective, o the cabln, In
1% ther fipd bloodatnina wnd & leiter in
which Adrian sxpressed fear of his pari-
nir, Harry Benlon, whose aliter, Marion
Chandler Benton, s photographer, waa &
member of the party which located the
eabin. A body birled near the cabin s
ddentified by Corliss as that of her hise
band, DeWitt demanda the  arceal  of
Magion sa an  sccomplics In the mur-
der, and Lhe apprenenalon of her broth-
» Bherill Catlin quattionas the sirl aboul
ker brother,

NOW OO ON WITH THE STORY:

(Installment Bix)

The sherif! turned W Maricn
Bepton. “Your brother done quite
' Imlnl‘ camplng and packing?"

“A lob*

“Lived in the hills a good part
of his lfe?”

*Yes."

The sheriff turned back to Dewitt:
“Now, then, Hank tells me." he said,
*that when you found the cabin

ere wus & shovel on the inside
of the cabin by the stove, some blood
spota on ong of the walls, but no
other blog spots anywhere. There
weore dishes in the little cupboard,
dizhes that hod been washed and
put awny, There wasn't any fire-
wood or kindling inside the cably

Dewitt nodded, then anld some-
what Impatiently. *“I've gone all
over that before,"

"That's right. But a couple of
things you've sort of overlooked,
Take that photographic post card
dor instance.”

“What about it

*They're pretty short shadows”
Catlin said, “The pleture muat have
beon taken right st noon, but, even
s0, shadows don't ge: that short
up hers in Idaho except right dur-
ing the summer montha, Now, Tom
Morton, the photographer who
printed that picture, put it on pa-
per that he says must have been
used up by the last part of July,
The shadows say It was July, The
post card aays it was Oclober, How
ymé going to reconcile the shadows
and—t

Dewltt liughed. "I'm not even

sganx to try, Frank Adrian didn't

IZIDGM until tember."

Bill Catlin ed and went on,
enlmly, “And this here ploture was
taken with a folding camera that
has a lttle Ught lenk in the bel-
lows. Now, I know I'm Just sort of
boring you, but theres one more
t.higﬁ: you'd ought to conslder, He-
member when that pack horse show-
ed up, his back had been rubbed
raw and then healed over?"

Dewitt sald, “For henven's sake,
are you crazy? I don't care about
the puck horse.”

“Well, now," the sheriff went on,
“you'd ought to know the moun-
talns, if voure going to wark In
em.  When you're packing just one
horse, and when you're leading him
on foot, a man that knew anything
sbout packing wouldn's get a sore
back on his pack horse

“Now, another I.him{i1 The mur-
derer tried to leave the cabin so
thnt anybody that happensd to
stumble onto 1t wouldn't think there
wis anything wrong. Everything
would seem to be all nlce and ship-
shape, just the wny the trappers
would have left it at the close of
the winter season,

"But up here in this ecouniry we
have n cuitom that's an unwrit-
ten law, When a man leaves n
eabln, he alwnfva lenyes dry atove-
wood and kindling in by the stove,
Now. I don't want to bore you by
telling you nll these local cus-
toms, but this one In partleulsar is
pretty rigldly enforced. Now do
you get L%

“Gel what?" Dewltt aaked.

“There ware two men In' that
eabln. One of them wns a tender-
foot, n clty dude. The other was a
woodsman, One of them killed the
other and pulled out. Whoever it
wns that alloked the eabin up and
wnshed the dishea and made it
look as though everything was the
way iwo trappers had lefy I, cer-
tainly wasn't the murdered man:
14 wns the guy who did the killing.”

“Naturnlly," Dewltl sald,

“And* Bill Catlin pointed oul,
*in this ense, the mnn who did that
was {ihe tenderioat.”

The fdea hit Dewltt suddenly nnd
hard. “But look herd,” he anld, “His
wile [dentified the body, There waa
& ring on—"

“Bure, sure, ahe ‘ldentified the
body,'" Catlin said, “Naturally, the
murderer saw o It that the right
fing was there to be ldentified.”

Corllss Adrinn pushed her ehinly
back from the table, “Are you'"
ahe demanded angrily, “trylng to
insulnnte that 13"

“Now, just toke It ensy, ma’am."
the sherif! anld. “Well now. when
Hink telephoned me about thils hore
erime and the things he found, |
did a Jot of thinking, and then 1
gol hold af the Judge and got me
& search warrant so 1 epuld aearcl
the baggage that Mrs. Adrian had
Ieft there in the hotel, And, sure
encugh, there was a 3-A folding

Miss Cyrus Plans

Consular Career

Seio — June Cyrus, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Merle Cyrug,
who was gradunled from Sclo
high school and Oregon State
college has left for Washington,
D.C, to receive speelal train-

camera with n rapid rectilinear lens.
And when we took it Into Tom
Morton's darkroom and put an elee-
tric lght bulb inside the bellows,
you could see that one little pin-
hole In the bellows just ps plain
as day. .. .7

“You're eragy,” Mrs, Adrian sald,
“you've got nothing on me. This
Is some bucolle travesty of jusblce.

“I'm afrald we've got quile n
bit on you,” the sherlff sald. “You
and yoir husband fixed this up
quits s while 0. Both of you

rospected around last summer and
a:und thut eabin. You even tobk
that pleture when you found the
eabin, n month or two before your
husband pulled his disappearing met,
You'd taken out tha Insurance poll-
cles years ago.”

“Wiit n minute,” Dewitt said. "Lat
me handle this, Corllsy . , . Sneritt,
your own reasoning defeats itseif.”

“How come?"

“You ndmit that the man who
left that cobin lnst tried to [lix
It up so it would look as though
the (rappers had moved out for
the winter"

“That's what Hank told me,"” the
sheriff said,

"¥ot Hank also told you that
this note was left In such & promi-
nent place that anyone, even a dude,
couldn't have falled to see it

“well, now," the sherlff sald, “just
put yourself In the shoes of the
murderer, You don't want the body
to. be discoversd until after It's

retty hard to moke a positive
dentificution. You've buried the
body In a shallow grive. You wint
it to sitny there snd decompose for
ust pboul so long., Now, wen if
t's diseovered too soon, you're sunk,
Well, you ean flgure sut what that
means, Dewlbt."”

“What does It mean?'

“It means that the murderer, or
someone that wes in cahoots with
him, had to come back to that
cabin and put that note Lthere where
it would be discovered at just about
the right time. Bo when Hank told
me aboul the note I msked him
ebout the color of the ink. Beema
Uke the Ink was still sort of blue.
Naw, you tike ink that way and, o
I understand It, there's some sort
of a chemical in it that unites with
oxygen and turns back after It oxi-
dizes, and that's what glves you the
permenent color in Ink. But untd
that ehemienl has bad a chance to
oxldlze, thoy put o blug dye in the
Ink, s0 you can sce what's been
written' down. That's why Ink will
be sort of blue for n while and
then, after it geta old, U1 turn
tura black, Hank sald thls looked
pretty new to him.

“Well I had a pretty i;ooc'l deserip-
tion of Frank Adrinn, thanks to the
stuff my friend Ed Harvel, had

sent on, So T sort of flgured, if he
soeaked Into that cabin and put

n note in there, he'd have had to
go In through the ranger station
or down through the Middle Fork,
But' it would have been a pretty
hard trip, because he was a tender-
foot, However, they're bringing in
# lew planes lately, and there’s a
forest service emorgency Ianding
{leld only about flve miles from the
onbin now,
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50 1 gol busy on the telephonsa

and rang up the cities around that
have chartered alr service, psking
them about whether they took n
mun of a certaln deseription into
that landing fleld within the last
montl or so. And, sure enough, T
struck pay dist"”

“What did you find?" Dewllt ask-
ed, Interesied now desplte himself,

“Well," the sheriff said, "a man
chartering an aleplane hias o glve
a lot of informntion about himself.
Of course, this man wps using an
assumed name. He's working in a
garnge now. Well, T telephoned
down to my friend, the sheriff,
there, nnid we pleked him up.

“And when T°d picked him up, 1
talked with him over the phone and
told hlm about how his wife had
nirendy  collected  the  Insurnnee
money and run awiny with o play-
boy. That wns sork of reading her
mind a litle In advance. May have
been sort of a mean trick, but it
worked like a charm. This here
Adrian hns a oquick temper, and
aeems ke he really blew up and
atarted tolking fast. He'd evident-
1y heard something nbout this play-
oy,

“8n now, Adrinn, 1 hate to
do 1t Wie P've just got to give you
lodging In the Inll. I've sent over
to. the hotel amd bad  your baes
tnken over. My goah!" Bill Catlin
sald, his volee edged with sym-

ace i we can't anap her out of (19
And there's n bottle of whisky in
that locker ¢
“And T reckon you ean use a drink
loo, Misx Benton. 1t%s tao bad
about your brother, but, wfter all
I better that way than to have
him turn 6ut to be a murderer.
"And now, If vou folks fesl ke
I, we'll gel Mrs, Adrian disposed
of. and then T gless we cnn have
a Uttly somothing to eat™
(Comrleht by ¥rle Btanley Ourdeer)
The Endy

Ing mt the Forelyn institule, to
prepove for a position with the
L S, consular service, Miss Cy-
rus hns spent the past year ns
an  employee of the Ameriean
President lines in San Francls-
co. Miss Cyrus was an  honor
student In both high school and

college.
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