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A Man Is Missing FRIDAY P. M.

By ERLE STANLEY GARDNER
(Creator of the famous fictional detective, Perry Muoo)
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unhurried, and deliberate. "Looks
to me like you've been takln' it
Drettv hard." he said to Dewitt.
"Maybe you'd better roll in for a
while before we do anything else."

Dewltt shok his head. "I don't
want to appear conceited, but it
Just happens I'm here. I'm going
to Keep on tne job.

"You mean finish it up right
now?"

That's right. Arrest one 01 tne
gu'lty parties."

'vvnof
"Use your head," Dewltt said im

patiently, "Restnstruct the crime.
Put two and two together."

just what do you mean Dy tnatr
'Hank Lucas tells me that he

knows that pack horse, has known
It for some time. He knows the man
who sold it to Adrian."

Catlin nodded.
"That pack horse showed up down

by the ranger station after snow
fall last year when the horses came
m to get fed. tiea been feeding
out on tne range Deiore men."

Again catlin nodded.
"Surely you can see what nan-

pened," Dewitt went on, trying to
hold back his impatience. "There in
the cabin we found some buttons in
the stove, meaning that some gar
ments had been burned up. We
dldn t find a single thing in the
line of wearing bpparel, blankets,
personnal possessions, or anything.
just a lew cusnes and odds and
ends of that sort. In other words.
the cabin had been fixed ud very
carefully so that any person who
happened to stumble onto it would
not think there was anything out of
the ordinary."

"So Hank was telling me." the
snerui said.

"All right." Dewltt said. "Ben
ton killed Frank Adrian. He load-
ed all the stuff on the pock horse
ana wanted out to tne ranch Dy me
ranger station, where he struck
the highway. He unpacked the horse
ana turned nun loose.

"Then what?" Catlin asked.
"Then he vanished."
"Seems like he did. for a fact.

the sheriff said.
"Wen," Dewitt said impatiently,

'my gosh, do I have to rub vour
nose in it? Figure out what hap-
pened. That wasn't any cabin-fev-

killing. That was willful, premedi-
tated murder. Adrian had quite a
roll of cash on him. Benton got out
with It. What happened? He gotto that road and unoacked his nnr.lr.
horse. Ho didn't just evaporate into
mm air. someone met him with an
automobile. It had to be someone
who was in on the play, someone
Who could keCD an eve nil LhinoK
and wait until people were about
reaay to munch an investigation,and then contrive to show up and
be very solicitous about her dear
brother. In other words, it's Just
as ploin as the nose on your face
that Marlon Benton was her broth-
ers accomplice, and the murder
of Frank Adrian was premeditated."Marion Jumped to her feet. "How
ware you say anything like that?"

mow, just a minute, ma'am," Bill
Catlin said authoritatively.

uiiik5 Aarian sain t.n Rhn,.
Iff "He could have hltchhlkeri in
I don't think Miss Benton was in
on it.- -

"Flguro it out," Dewitt went on.
"That murder was commH.ti.ri nnmo
time before snow, some time be- -
lore tne ground froze. The men hnrf
gone In there nlannlnir t.n nrn.qrMV.1
and then to trap. They had tnken
In enough supplies to lust them
through the winter, probably all of
mo ouppnus uiey could possiblyload on one nack horse. Truro mnci
have been quite a bit of stuff. Ben-
ton had to load all that and pack It
out. Then he had to get rid of it

"I ve asked Dartlmiinriv nhmit
traffic along that road. Kxc.pnt dur
ing hunting season, there's virtual
ly no ono wno uses it other than the
ranger and the chap who hos the
rancn mere, puis me man who de-
livers the moil.

"I try to do mines thornuchiw
I've talked on the telephone to the
nmiiiiitiii. aim i asuecl mm par-
ticularly If he remembered nicking
up anyone with a lot of camp

"Couldn't he have hidden the
camp equipment?" Corliss asked.

"Too dangerous." Dpwll.i. niH
shortly. "To simply dump that stuffout somewhere would be taking too
iimiiy cnauccs. ipe minute anyone
.Mum Hint, cacne 01 sturr. he'd

know something hnd happened.""Yes. I reckon von'rp rluht. " ti.a
sheriff said. "I guess he had to have
.tumrone meet mm.

"And you enn sep what thai
menus." Dewltt went on. "It menus
iiinuernie murder. The crime hnd
to be committed arvorrllni, In a ...- -
lain schedule. The person with the
i:hi mm to oe tnere on a certnlndate. I want Miss Benton arrestedns one of the two persons who mur
dered Adrian. I want herarrested now."

(Sheriff Cntlin and Hnnk Lurns
nave n surmise up their sleeves for
Detective Dewltt. Don't miss tomor-
row's Installment.

(Copyright by ErlpStnnlry Gardner)

Peoples' Teleohone
Line Holds Election

Lyons The annual meeting
of the Peoples tel-

ephone company was held at the
Snntiani Valley grange hall with
a smnll attendnnce due to weath-
er conditions. Bert Karr was re-
elected president and Lloyd
Sletto was elected director to
replace Vernon James. Harley
Scott and Hugh Johnston were
retained as directors. Fred

was elected secretory-treasur-

to replace Laurence
Walworth,

Party Proves Success
Lyons The party sponsored

by the Alter Society and held
nt the Rebekah hall was well
attended in spite of the bad
weather. Cards helped to fur-
nish the entertainment with
several tables of pinochle and
"500" in play.
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IXwMWf atert 8:15. On the Upbeat.
5:50 600 Sports Clubi 0:00. News! (1:18
Blnner Melodies t 6:30, Musle of

7:15, Eveninc Farm Hour; 8:00,
Basketball; 9:80, Newa and Weather) D:45,
Eveninr Medltatlonai 10:00, Sim Off.

Drapes Are Project

For Unit Gathering
Pratum The F r a t u

home extension unit met at
the Macleay Grange hall with
the project "Making Drapes,"

Seven women made drapes.
Miss Anne Bergholz was the
project leader. Mrs. Robert An-

derson was in charge of the busi-
ness meeting. Mrs. John Amort
invited the women to meet at
her home lor the February meet-

ing. A covered dish luncheon
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THC STORY THUS PAR! Sheriff Bill
Oatlln persuadee Hank Lucea, a Quae
wransler. to helD locate an amnesia Vic

tlm, Frank Adrian. FoUowlnl up the on-

ly clue a postcard bearing a picture of
Adrian In front of a mountain cabin
liucaa locatea the cabin lor Adrians wne,
nnrllu. iiwl Jimu Dewltt. a City de- -

tective. Alao In the party la Marlon
Chandler, a photographer. In the cabin
they find bloodstain and a letter earned
by Adrian expreaslng fear of his part- -

.ner, Harry Benton, jjewm jinoa ouwwm
In the ashes of the stove. Marlon belat
edly Identities nerseir as acoion a ou-

ter. NOW OO ON WITH THE 8TOBY;

(Chanter Five)
Marlon and Corliss sat on a fallen

log maintaining a distance of some
eight feet, both apparently intent
upon me scenery, ooui uuuer cww
tlnnnl tpmlon.

Then Hank Lucas came walking
back rather hurriedly. He talked
briefly to Dewltt. Then men took
off, carrying with them & shovel
which had been standing in the
corner of the caoin Dy tne stove.

When they returned, some twenty
minutes later, uewitt saia, uoru.
vn want vou"

Marlon saw Corliss catch her
breath, heard her half scream; then
they were gone down the trail, leav-

ing Marlon seated on the log very
much alone. They were back with-ln- g

ten minutes. The cold hostility
of Dewltt's eyes confirmed her worst
fears.

He said. 'It's my duty to Inform
you, Miss Benton, that we have
discovered the body of Prank
Adrian, The evidence Is unmistak
able that he was shot in the back ol
the head with a rifle,
firing a soft-nos- bullet. In view
of other evidence I've found, there
can be no question but what your
brother was the murderer."

Marion was on her feet. "How
dare you say any such thing! You
are making a superficial appraisal
of circumstantial evidence. My
brother may have been living with
him, but he wasn't the only man in
these mountains. After all, Adrian
was mentally deranged. He1 "

"Shot himself in the back of
the head with a rifle?" Dewltt asked
sarcastically.

"Or," Marlon went on desperate-
ly, "that body could be someone
else."

"The Identification Is absolute,"
Dewltt said. "Not only is there an
indentlflcatlon by Corliss despite the
state of the body due to the time
it's been in a shallow grave, but
there are certain means of Identi-
fication which were given me by
Corliss before she ever came In
here."

Hank Lucas was downright apolo-
getic when he moved up to talk
with Marion after Dewltt had gone
over to comfort Corliss. "There's
another way out of this country,"
he said. "It's only about fifteen
miles of trail from here, and get.s
you to an automobile road. There's
a ranch there and a telephone. De-

wltt feels he should get in there
right away, and I've got to guide
him. Corliss Is pretty much all In.
but she doesn't want to remain
here. Don't you want to go back
to camp and stay there with Ken-ne- y

and the cook?"
"I don't" Marion said, feeling her

voice rise almost to the point of
hysteria. "I want to find the sher-
iff of this county."

"That's right," Lucas said, sooth-
ingly. "The sheriff is a square
shooter, but there's no use kidding
ourselves. So far, the evidence is
dead open and shut."

"We're wasting time," Dewitt in
terrupted,

--inink it will Be neces-
sary to take a pack horse with
our sleeping bags?"

"Nope," Hank said. "There's a
ranger station there and a ranch.
I think probably we can get an
auto to drive out from Boise and
pick us up."

It wasn't until shortly after dark
that the four horsemen rounded the
last turn of a trail that had seem-
ed absolutely interminable and saw
an oblong of light, heard the sound
of a radio.

Corliss Adrian was virtually in a
state of collapse. Dewitt.holding
grimly to the saddle horn, lurched
along like a sack of meal.

Once in the ranger station, how-
ever, Dewltt's spirits soon revived.
He was in his element, putting
through telephone calls, requistlon-in- g

cars, assuming command.
While they were waiting for the

ear to arrive from Boise, Tom
Meeker, the rancher who lived
about a mile away and who had
arrived In a state of excitement aft-
er frankly having listened over the
party phone, fell into conversation
witn Manx.

"How are tht horses?" Hank
asked.

"Fine."
"Havent had a stray In here, have

you t
"Say. there Is. for a fact." Meek

r said. "When the horses came In
to hay last winter, there was a
black that came in. Big. powerful
nurse, i navrn i seen mm Deiore,and I don't know who owns him,
There's no brand."

"White left front foot? Star on
nis forehead?" Hank asked.

"That's right."
"Bnck in good shape?" Hank ask

d casually.
"It is now," Meeker said, and

laughed. "Wasn't quite so good
when he came In."

"Mnybe fifteen years old? Sort of
swayoacKenv'' Lucas asked.

"Don't tell me you own him?1
"Nope. But I know who does."
The drive to the county seat was

a long one, ana it was nearly noon
when the party finally reportedto Bin Tallin, rney were an ex
hausted.

The old country sheriff eyed them
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11:00, Concert Hall: 13:00, Newa; 12:15,
Noon Farm Hour: 1:0ft. U O Dad's Dart
3:00, Music of the Matters, 8:80,
Science; 3:45, Vets' News; 4:00, Sons
of the Islands; 4:15, Sonss of the West.

was served at noon.
Those present were Miss Anne

Bergholz, Mrs. Harry Martin,
Sr., Mrs. John Hain, Mrs. Oscar
Johnson, Mrs. Ralph Wilson,
Mrs. Cecil Miller, Mrs. Arthur
Dalke, Mrs. Robert Hansen, Mrs.
Archie Bowen, Mrs. Cornelius
Bateson, Mrs. James Lauder-bac- k,

Mrs. John Fellshaw, Mrs.
Albert Mader, Mrs. Nile Hilborn,
Mrs. T. H. White, Mrs. W. Welsh,
Mrs. Anna Mattin, Mrs. Robert.
Anderson, Mrs. Albert Mantie,
Miss Wilma deVries and Mrs.
George Kleen.
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NOW. SON. IF EINSTEIN AND I
TALKED OVER AND CCWFARED

THEORIES OF GRAVITATION, THE
CONVERSATION TO VOU WOULD BE
AS DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND AS
BABYLONIAN HIEROGLYPHICS

AND SINCE YOU DON'T UNDER
STAND THE THEORY OF
'WfcLL X COULDNT EXPLAINv y V DACC t I
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