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‘A Man Is Missing

By ERLE STANLEY GARDNER

{Creatlor of the famous Heilomal detective, Perry Maion)
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& Pram  little  naturpl  meRdows

Yohlch existed lere snd there nlong
fhe tradl, Marion could see out over
an awe-inspiring expanse of o
try—mile on mile of tumbled moun-
talt, praks, deep, shadow-illed eun-
yons, high, Ingged, Anow-covered
oreats,
Hank Lueas abruptly relned in
lils horse,
*What is A"
*There's an elk,” he sald,
* UHe Jooks ns though he's gelting
encdy to attnok," ‘Marlon snitd
alarmed, ;
» “Ho 15 Hank grinned, "But he'll
gob our scent before he does any
damage, find we ain't athor elks,
nnd 16" He tirned (o her
tl)mml}-: "I don't noblée you brying

photograph him. If you didn’t
come 1noﬁere to tnke plotures, why
did you come in here?"

She sald, "It I told you, would
you keep It to yourself3"

“I might)"

Marlon's spesch was quick and
nervous; “I eame In hers to find
iy brother. 1 think he's Lhe ong
who was with Prank Adrian”

Hank apun his horse so he was
{acing her, “Okny,” he sald qule!.]_y-_
Ysuppose you tell me about him.'

“I don't know too much about
it ahe anid, "The last lettor
had from Harry waa last summer.
He wns at Twin Fulls then, There
wis nn pd in the paper stating
that a man who waa golng into
the hills for his henlth woanted a
partner, who was fully familinr with
enmping, trappin and  mining,
This man was willing to glve a
guarnntee, 10 additlon W a hall
inlerest in any mines or pells, It
sounded good, Horry wrote me he'd
answeretd the nd and got the Job,
that he lied his pariner a lot, and
they were golng to head into the
Middle Fork country, That's the
Inat I heard from him."
© “He plve you any address? Hank
asleed,

“Yog, the county seat back there"
I "You wrote to him therve?"

*The letter cnme bnek, T don't
think Hoarry would have gone away
and—awell, he wouldn't have goue
this long without writing unless
something had happened,”

“T neoa” Monk sold, “Your broth-
er's nume Horry Chandler?"

“Harry Benton she sald. "My
name 18 Marlon Chandler Benton,
T didnt want o use the Inst name
untll I know more aboutl things."

‘They rode on for another half-|t

mile, puassing now through big-
gamp country, Twiee thoy saw deer
standing walehing thom,

' 'Usundly the deer don't hang
round so much In the elk coun-
oy, Hank sk, “but Hhere seem
to be n lob of them in here. 1—
What's this?™ He stopped abruptly

T don't mee anything"

Hank polnted to a tree,

#Oh yea: T seo it now, 11's n blaze,
A different biaxe from this ‘trall
binzo,”

Hank turned his horse down the
ridge, following the faint trail
CUShouldn't you leave s note or
eomething, In ¢ane the pack string
entehes up with us?”

“They'll see  our
shld,

tracks" Hank

wide

Bhe was suddenly suspicious of the Intense attitude of

tration.
tehied the hair sround his tem-
pies,
SWhnt Ix I she asked

the corner of an
envelope  which had  been  pushed
inte o small space  between the
bokes and Lhe log wall of the cabln,

Muarlon  laughed  nervously, Lt
must Be n letter he put there and
forgot to mall’

Hunk turned the envelope over,
sudd, IS wddressed, "To Whoever
ds This Letter. The envclope
sn'l sepled, Let's just take n look."

Murion, stunding at his shoul-
ter, read the letter with him:

“My name s Frank Adrinn, al-
though untll the last few dioys there
wiis i great deal 1 couldn't remem-
ber about mysell, I am marrled to
Corliss Lutham Adrlan, and 1 will
put her address ot the bottom of
thix: letler, so the finder may notl-
Ly her in the event 1t becomts nee-
ESIATY.

“I hnve bgen subjoct to fita of
amnesin, HSome time age 1 had an
attack which sent me wandering
wway from home, For a while I
didn't know who I was, then 1
could remember only n part of my
life, There was a hintus followlng
an automobille accident In which
L recelved a blow on the hend,

"For pome Ume I have been en-
;:nfwl In m partnership with n pe-
cullar chap nanmed Harry Benton,
o mnun who is an experlenced woods-
man, packer, and proapector. We
came up here to this eabin to do
fsome prospecting until the weather
pob dold nnd then do some trap-
plog,

"I mnm all right, but my partner,
Harry Benton, hps developed a bad
cnse of cabin fever, Ile hates me
with an insane, bitter hatred. 1
think the man is cramy.

“A fow dnys apo we had n quar-
rel over n matfer so trivial 1t
seemed wbaurd Lo me, bul T ean see
thnt Benton has become absolute-
ly furlois nnd I8 brooding over 1L,
I nm golng to by and leave hore,
bub T e still pretty mueh of n
tenderfoot and It will be a hard
Lrip for me, I feel cortaln that |t
HBenlon finds 1 have run oub on
im he will track me down and
kI me,

“If ‘the worst should come to the
worat and  snythiog should hope
pery will the flnder of thin letter
plense noblty my wife"

The letter was slgned, "FRANK
ADRIAN" nnd below that wna the
nedress of hly wife,

Hank Jooked up st Muarion Ben-
on

Hank gripped

"Why, how absolutely abaurd!”
sh exelaimed,
“Cnbin fover 18 a pecullar thing,”
Hank anid,
"Oh, boah and nonsenwse! Harry
has eamped with people all over
the country, He's been oul in the
hilly ns muech os you have
Hank Jooked earefully around the
place for n while, then sald, “Oh—
oh, what's this?™

"Whnti"™

Hank turned to one of the walls,
Down near the floor wera reddish-
brown, stadns which had evidently
spattered ngninst the wood in ppar-
shoped drops, then had dreled

Marion looked nt the stains, then
r{an,-:} her eyes to Hank. "Hank, it
17’
Honk nodded and sald, *I gupss

“They rkirted
down imber, Tost
an - such  detours  but  tventually
pleked 16 up ngain. Then, without
warnityr, they enme (o n 1itle clonr-
ing nnd a enbin,

IMuarlon ldoked ot the cnbin for
moment, then flung hersell out
the snddle, “It's the same’ cobln |

that's in the pleture,” ahe xnld

They erosscd the HUile openlog

and Hank pushed the eabin  doo

palehes  of
the tradl twice

open,

;There was o wood stove of rough
fon, two  bunks, o table. o rude
beneh, n orow of boxes whiloh hd
bren nadled o the wall so na Lo
form. a ecupbonrd and In which

were n fow  dishes, knives, and
forks, A frying pan hung from »
nall; and there wna n lnrge stew-
pun foee down on the stove, The
eabin hnd a dirt floar, but 1t whs
cloatier than any abandoned dnbin
Marion had ever seen, Yer (b held
thnt  chorneteristic  musty  sm
which: indieated 1t had been some
tine ainee there hind been w {ive
in the atove or sinee men had slopt
ol the two bunks

"“Well* Hank anid, "1 misss this
in 1t You say vour brother's an
old-time eamper?™

“That's right. He's done quite n
good denl of trapping and pros-

peeting, He didn't like top much
elvilization”
Hank took off his  hat

L
Lh o143 o
e

wi'tl better close up the place and
o got the others™ , . ,

IL was well mlong In the after-
noan when Marlon Chandler Ben-
toul, Corliss  Adrinn, James Dewitt,
and Hank Lucas relurned  to Lhe
enbin, Lucns had briefly described
what they had found and  had
ahown the others the letter, Marion
el announeed to one and all that
ahe was Hurry Benton's sister and
hadd ridleuled the letter,

Dowitt, Inspeeting the reddish-
brown stalns on the wall, promptly
took ehinrge. “Those  stalns  wre
blood," e snid. “Now, lel's be caye-
ful not to disturb anything In the
enbin, Hank, show  me expotly
where it wos vou found Lhe lettor™

Hank Luens reploced the  lettor
behind the boxes. “Right here,"” he
.'J::‘Il‘. "]‘l‘t was stloking out just. about
A TR

8 mieh na thnt?®
Tt's rlght, sl ke
this"™

‘1 see. Lets tike a look nb this
stove)

Hank spid, "Doean't seem to be
any firewood or kindling hete, but

nbout

Ieatt go oul and gel” some dry
wood nnd dn just a few minutes
have this whole cabin hented up.

“Definitely not,”  Doewitt
"Welll leave everyithing exnelly as
It 15, exeept that we'll ook throlich
hese ashes down below the prnte

sidd.

Dewitt found n plece of flat tn
from wlleh he made » seoop, and
begnn shovellng the aahes, After
the second shovelful, he Rave nn
exclamation,

Thete were four or five badly
.-Imf-rmi buttons in the ashes,

"1 gitess vou folks betler get out.”
Dewitt sntd to Carllss and Marion
I's beginning to look bad*
1mr1m and Marfon went outaide
Corllss  wns crving, Marion indig-
nant. Hank strolled off down the
trull, which he said probably led
o a Epring. )

(It looks bad for Marion's broth-
;:‘—l}mt‘uu'n‘ttl miss tomorrow's dra-

0 Inatallment of A MAN
MISSING ) o

1Copyright by Etle Blanier Oardner)
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MY GIRL MARY
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|| iz announced by Edgar Hyder,
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g WHEN YU AND YOUR
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President of Eagles
Lodge Due Sheridan

Sherldan — W. M. Loy, Bend
Oregon, president of the Oregon
State Aerie of the Fralernal Or-
der of Eagles, will address mem-
bers of Phil Sheridan Aerie on
January 26 at the IOOF hall, it

president of the Phil Sheridan
Aerie,

President Loy will speak on
current Eagles problems, which

include youth guidance, child
henlth, aid for the handicapped
and the Eagle Memorlal Foun-
dation, which I8 providing med-
leal ald and dental needs and
college education for the chil-
dren of Eagles killed in the last
war,
ey,

The Natlonal Geographic So«
clety says that the tiny fierasfer
fish hides In the body cavities
of sea slugs to escape its enemlies,
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ROOM AND BOARD , ., ,

Gene Ahern

E\ﬂ‘I‘HCUT LINWINDING
L A LOT OF HIGHLY
TECHNICAL WIRE FLLL
OF SCIENTIFIC KINKS,
CAN YOU TELL ME N
SIMELE LINGD
\WHAT THIS NEW
THEORY OF GRAVITATION
IS ALL ABOUT?
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QUITE AN GRDER, SON/- [ CANT.
TAKE MY TUEORY OF GRATATION
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EXPLANATION FOR. YOUR MIND
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