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A Man Is Missing

By ERLE STANLEY GARDNER

{Oreator of ihs fampus fictional deleciive, Pervy Mison)
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Her surprise on se;I:Tgimnk ‘and Marlon seemed a
little too pronounced

{Chapter Three)

When Marlon wakened there was
the feel of dawn in the alr, The
stars over the tops of the hig pines
had recedod into a sky which was
taking on just s faint suggestlon
of greenlsh-blue color,

Marion struggled into her clothes,
mplashed ice-cold water on her face,
and felt that surge of vitality which
comes with the dawn when one
has been slesping on the ground
in the open.

She nte with rest, and then wolk-
ed to the edge of the river, where
Dewltt was just finishing putting
his trout rod together =

“Hello” he snld, grinning ami-
ably. "You're looking mighty fit
this morning."

“Feeling llke & milllon dollars"
she said,

A trout suddenly flashed up oul
of tha water, struck at the fly,
missed, and then went sulking down
to the depths of the stream,

“Missed  hm,"” Dewlitt sald, “T
was a lttle too anxlous."

Hanle Luess, who had Joined them
without belng observed, sald, In his
peculinr drawling volee, "I you
wnnt to fish an hour or so while
wo're getting the packs on, you'll
have more fixh than you can carry.
Haven't seen Mrs,  Adrian, have
you?"

Dewltt soapped in the line, made
another ecast. “No, In she up?" he
asked, his oyes glued to tho fy.

“8he I1s up, all right. Took & little
wilk upstream. She hasn't come
back for breakfnst."

Dewltt sald abruptly, “Huh? You
aay nhe's gome?™

“That's right, Beems to have
takep & walk,” Lucas said, "but there
aren’t any tracks on the teall, T
thought I'd take n look nlong the
etrenm here, and then I saw you
fishing,*

Luens sfrolled more or less nim-
lessly up the stream edge belween
the rocks, Uhen sald suddenly
“Here's whers she went"

Marion had to look twice to see
the track. Then It appeared to be
only s failnt discolartion of the

und. But, some twenly yards
arther on, Lucas, who had kept
moving on nhenad, uncoversd nn-
other fresh track—this time, mnde
g; damp sand nnd distinetly visl-

[

Deowilt abruptly lost interest In
the flshing and anapped in his
line. *"CGuess I'd better follow her

up,
"Keop on fishing If you want”
Hank sald. “I'll go on up , ., May-

be you'd lke to take a wnlk! he
sald to Marlon"

Dewitt resumed his. fishing. and
Hank and Marlon moved slowly
upsatrenm.

Almaost Instantly the Iaxy smile
left Hank'’s eyes, His manner be-
eame tense and business-lke, *Any
idea where she might have gone?"
he nsked,

“No, T woke up shortly bhefore
dawn and then dozed ngaln. 1
didn't hear her move."

"';fnu know whit she's fn here
or 3

"She wants to find her husband?™
Marlon ventured,

*“That's right , .. You'ra a photog-
rapher?”

bk ], Pind

Hank snld, “Heré's n copy of n
loture It nin't too clear because
boian o print, but 1ts a pleture
ﬂ; rl?llr!cture. What do you mnke
o I

"“Ta begin with" she snld, "the
pleture waa probably fuken with n

and set it, say, nt twenty-five feel
und leave It wide open, things be-
yond thirty feet or so will be out
of foous, mnd thinga c¢loser than
twenty feet will be out of focus,
On the other hand, if the lens Is

stopped ‘way down, virtually every-

thing will be 1n foeus. The stopping
down glves & depth of field. Ob-
jects only eight or ten feot away
will be lalrly sharp, and s0 wil
things in the distance”

““This lens was stopped down,”
Murion said, "Moreover, see the little
white fog down there in the cor-
ner? Well, that's w light leak, and
probably eame from a little hole In
the bellows of the cmmera, If it
had beenn eareless winding on the
spool, you'd have seen a little dif-
ferent type of leak and , . . Here's
Mra. Adrinn now,"

Corliss Adrlan, trim and  Iresh,
stepped  out from' behind a rock.
Appirently she was  engaged In
wilehing the other slde ol the
stream very Intently. But she seem-

to wateh it m little too long, and
her surprise on fipally seeing Hank
and Marion seemed a litle too. pro-
nounced,

Mnarion started to say, "I think

she's: been watching us” but then

abruptly changed her mind and re-

mained  sllent.

Hank sald good - naturedly, but

atlll with n certaln rebuke in his

volee, “This here Is a searching
pirty out to locate the lost tendoer-
foot."

“Don'l ever worry abont me," Cor-
lies Adrinn sald, with a qulck,
nervous Inugh. *I decided to get
up and see T couldn't see a deor.”

“Brenkiast is  just about over,™
Hank sald.

*Oh, I'm sorry. I'll rush right on
baek. Hank—"

4-A folding kodak with a rapld
rectilinear lens. It wias taken in
the middle of the day*

"How do you flgure that?"

Well," she sald, “despite the fact|

tht the lons wos stopped ‘way down
there's atill a certaln blurring sl

“Yea?"

“Do you see thal |'.|u|§r(m up there,
the one with the pecullarly shaped
rack up near the top of the ridge?”

“Uh=huh."

“What place fs that?"

"Broken Leg Oanyon.”

“I wonder if we could go up there
It Jooks like marvelous country.”

“That's just about where I'm alm-
ing to go," Hank said,

“Oh, that’s wanderful.”

When éamp had been broken and

all but the Inst two hotses loaded;
Hank Lueas approached his dudes

“Kenney ean finksh throwing the

packs, with the help of the cook,
and bring the string along,” Luens
sidd, “I want to move on phead and

pick out a pood campeaite. If you
folks would lke to come nlong with

me, You opn sove o little Lime

“That'll be fine™ Marion said.

“Will a minute” Dewitt Inter-
posed eautiously, “How do you pro-
nose lo make Lhis extra time? As
I sep ik, the pack train will be ready
to start in ten or fifteen minutea”

“Ihere's quite o bit of smooth
tratl ahead,” Honk sold. “We ean
put the horses inoa trot”

“In n trot!" Corliss Adrinn ex-
cladmed In dlaminy.

Honk grinned. “Don't sppeal to
you, en?"

“1E At makes any difference to the
others Tl be only too. glad to o
along® Corllss snld with dignity,
“but If It doean’t T think I'd pre-
fer to walk my horse"

Dewith stepped into the situntlon,
“You two go rlght ahead,” he said,
“Cake all the time you want, "We'll
come nhmr with the pick string.'

"Okoy; let's o) Lucas snld.

Tlhey started ant at a brisk trot,
There was a wide valloy to akirt
where another stream came Into the
Middle Pork., Tt took o detour of
nenrly three milea to bring them
back opposite the mouth of the
canyonn on the other side of the
Streim,

Marlon  regarded  Lhe sweating
horses during one of the briet rest

thy extreme corners and there's o periods which enubled the anfmnly
pecullnr  diffused warmih Lo thelto eateh a fow quick breaths.

shndows, You get that with a raphd
rectilinear lens. Thne anastigmotic
lens has a tendency to cut things
wirt-sharp. Bul there lbsn't qu
the wirmth In the shadows nd

“Walt a minute. What do you
menn the lens was stopped ‘way
down?" Hank asked.

She sald, “When the diaphragm
shutter of & lens Is wide open, the
speed is Incrénsed but there's very
Httle depth to the field. In other
words, if you ftake n falrly long
fosul-length lens such ns I8 neces-
sary to cover a post-card-alze fllm,

SAren't you pushing the horses n
bt fuat?™ she naked
Hnnk tilled back his sweat-stnin-

vled sombrire, “To tell you the truth
I wasn't nnxious to have those other

two along."

“What are you looking for?™

“The eabln shown in that photo-
sraph?™

Marion  surveyed the tumbled
waste of wild, rugged country, “How
in the world do you ever expect
to find 1t In this wilderness If you
won't know where It {sp"

“Same way the people who lved

*in 1t found IL” Hank sald. "Take

along in the winter when tralls
were pretty well snowed over, they
had to have something o gulde
them when they wanted to go
home "

“Oh, you mean the blages?”

“That's right, Now, you see, nlong
this trall you've got ‘n long blaze
und underneath It two short ones

“And you think these men blazed
n trafl in to thelr eabin?’

“Must have,”

“How much farther

Hank grinned, “T'm darned f 1
know. T'm Just looking for biazes™

(Hank finds the cabln—and evi-
dence of & murder, Don't mise to.
morrow's Installment.)

(Copyrietit by Erle Blaniey Gardoerd
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Second Card Social
0f Winter Offered

Woodburn — St Luke's gec-
ond winter card social will be
held in the Woodburn parish
hall Sunday evening at 8:15
o'clock, Mrs. M. J, Opitz is
chalrman of Lhis evenl, with
Mrg. Olto Miller, Mrs. C. C.
Hammond and Mrs Anton Zast-
oupil as co-chairman.

The Sundoy night party com-
mittee Includes Mrs., Walter
Wengenroth, Mrs. Fred Kinns,
Sr., Mrs. Lena Hagenauer, Mrs,

Anton Hanauska, Mrs. August
Randall, Mrs. Clarence Hage-
naver, Mrs. Alvah Cowan, Mrs.
Lester Wells, Mrs, Joseph Hu-
bert, Mrs, Ann Morris, Mrs, Wil-
liard Matthews, Waller Kropp-
es, Mrs. Nick Serres, Miss Ern-
estine Nathman, Miss Mary
Hershberger, Miss Dorothy and
Eileen Hagenauer, Miss Delores
and Lorraine Hanauslka.

At last Sunday's social, prizes
were awarded Mrs, Nick Serres,
Mrs. John Doran, Mrs, Jullus
Vandehey, Mrs. Mike Selfer,
Ben Baune, Adam Zlebart and
Sylvester Vifquain.
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