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" Hank turned the card over

(Chapter One)
* @heriff Bill Catlin spilled the con-

tents of the envelope on his batiered
desk and glowered at the younger
“gnan across from him, who sat un-
Upomfortably attentive,

*The trouble with these dudes
A2ie sherdff sald, "ls that they think
out here in Idaho we ain't clyilized
‘Now, here's Bd Harvel, the chiel of
police that was yisiting oul here
three years ago, He wants me to lo-
cate an amnesis viollm, and he
writes me a two-page lotter telling
me how to go aboul IL"

.. Hank Lucas nodded vaguely ua
#he sheriif’s nl,eulf. eyes looked up
oyer Lhe top of hls spectacies,
““sNow, this here chap! the sher-
{1 went on, “had a previous atinck
e wandered off on his own, Waa
ngong for three months, came baok,
“mnd didn't know where he'd been,
“Didn't know what he'd done, what
hame he went under, where he lived,
7 Just left
his oftice five o'clock one after-
noon and started for home. He
ghowed up Lhree monUm"!Mer.
Aln't that s heck of a note?

“That,!" Lucas agreed, "ls a heck

B note
“"Nuw then,” the sheriff went on,
*a yoar he did it ngain. Dis-
qppuntt«‘r:m. September, But this
Alme he writes his wife a pleture

st onrd, Sends Ib o her ‘way
iback last October.”

« #Hey, walt n minute," Hank snid.
*wIf he gent his wife & ploture post
“fard, hls mind hasn't gone plumb
.binnk. How did he know where
1o address IL?"

- *I'm coming to that" the slu‘r!lﬂ
sald, “That's the funny thing, He'd
peen married three years, bul he
addrosaed the post card o his wile
under her malden name and sent it
to the old address where ahe lived
when he was courting her."

Honk dldn'l say anything,

“Now, Kd Harvel” the sherill
went on, “suggests this chap, whose
name s Frank Adrlan, ls stlll go-
ing under his own name, becailie
he signed the p;m eard 'h’nm‘c,
This here amnesln guy scems 1o
have gone over In the Middle Fork
eountry and lived In & cabin, MHe
hind o eaumern, and someone took
his pleture standing In front of
hls cabin, It was sent to hia wile—
addressed to her, llke 1 sald, under
ler maiden name, Corliss Lathan,

“ie post card was malled from
Twin Falls,. Damed if they did'nt
wusle & ot of time corresponding
with the folks down In Twin Falls,
Then finally someone suggested It
might be the Midale Fork cwnl.rf,
and It seema ke the man who s
in charge of the missing-person
department found out ¥Bd Harvel
hnd been out here three years ngo.
B0 ho goes to Bd and askes Bd for the
nnume of the sheriff”

The sheriff pushed the photo-

raphle post oard mcross the desk,
l'I‘nlus a look."

Honk looked al the card. On the
side reserved for the messnge Wi
writlen: "Cotllss, dear, thia shows
where T am llving. 1t's the wildest,
most  Innccessiblo 1ulm:: you enn
imagine, T still feel the resulls ol
thnt mute acoldent six weeks ngo,
bul what with climbing around
these motmntains, living on venlion
and trout, gelting lota of fresh alr
and exercise, I be fit in no time
at mll*

Honk turned the eard over and
studied the photograph of n moeun-
tain cabin, with a man standing In
front of It smiling fatuounly alb the

“Auto  aceldent?” Hunk
msked

“According to Ed Hurvel, that nec-
eldent wans three vears ngo. The
date on the card shows I was sent
nbout slx weeks nfter the guy dis-
appeared the sccond time. Appar-
ently he got his head banged in that
necldent, and whenever Wis memory
slips a cog, It goos back to the time
of that accldent

Hank studied the post card,

A Lrapper's cabln’ he snld, *up
on n rldge, It was bullt In the fal
You can see where the trees wore
ihnmved off around near the oabin
~indlcwles there wos abont thres
feet of snow on the ground. The
puy's sure a tenderfoot.”

"He L5, for a fact,” the sherift
mpTeed

“Those high bools® Hank went
on, “Hoballs in 'em {00, Bet they

an studied the ph?u;raph

welgh a ton. Look et that hunting
knife hanging on his belt. Preity
far front. No protection on the
sheath , . . What makes you think
the eabin's around here?”

“Notice that lttle “TM! up In
the corner?”

Hank nodded

“That's Tom Mortem's initials. He
puts ‘em on the t oards he prints,
with a string of figures after 'em."

“¥ou alk with Tom?" Hank

ked.

“Well, now, the sheriff sald,
*you see, it's like this, Hank, 1
witnt you to sorta help ma out.”

"Now, walt a minute” Hank sald.
“They way you're talkin', Blll, you
have gone and made some Arrange-
ments"

“Nothing out of the way," Bheriff
Catlin snld hasUly, “I've got you
n couple of customers, A couple of
dudes,”

"Who?" Hank asked,

“Seems like this Corliss Adrinn
has all of a sudden got In & lather
to mget her husband located. Seema
like there's another man been
hanging around, and maybe she'd
like to get a divorce, To do that
she'd Iike to make n charge of de-
sertion and serve papers, Or, In
onss she's n widow, then she could
gel. married ognin right away, This
ere new man has got lols of money,
and he's willlng to spend it. And
the high-powered cily detecllve
who's been in charge of the in-
vestigation, n chap by the name
of Jumes DeWith, hun n vacation
coming up. So he and this Corllas
Adrian are driving oul together.”
Hank sald, “Well, I've got my
pack string where I could take a
party Into the Mlddle Fork."

The sherift and Hank Lucas turn-
ed In ot Tom Morton's doorway,

A few minutes later the photog-
rapher, tall, thin, wrmgmd in an
nure of acld fixing bath which
pave him (he odor of n dill plckle,
nald, "What enn 1 do for you boys?"

Bl €atlin showed him the photo-
graph, “¥You moke this post card,
Tom?"

The pholographer took the print,
turned It over, and examined the
flgures in the upper right-hand cor-
ner, "That's rlght,"” he sald, “Last
year T hind a ohance to pick up three
or four lols of post-card paper on
whieh the expiration date ha
edd, I put flgures on them so 1'd
know which lot waa which, In case
I had to discard one”
it ':[‘ry and think when you made

Morton examined the figure on
the post curd, sald, “Say, walt a
minute, Tm kind of beginning to
remember something about that ple-
tre. The guy wanted Just one pring
munde."

“Whol's so funny about thal?"

“Well, when people want a pleture
put on poat cards, usually they want
ot lenst a dozen, lo send to friends.
This fellow came in and sald he
winted one print made, and only
one."

“"Remember what he looked lke?"

“He wos the guy in the ploture.”

"Well, now, that's Interesting,
Probably  along about last Septem-
Beri"

Morton studied the pen-and-ink
mimber on  the upper right-hand
corner of the poatal ecard, said, “T
dign't think the stuff waa still on
hand in September. This was
batch I ot around April. 1 thought
It was gone by August., Guess I'm
wrong, though.”

“Well, Tom, just make a pholo
of this here post card and make us
half s dozen prints right qulek.”

As the two men went clump-
olump-clumping out aleng the board
corridor, Hank Lucas sald to the
aheriff, “You know, BIll If that
fellow'd been In the Middle Fork
country  ever Ance last fall, I'd
have known about it*

T know," the sheriff sald sooth-
ingly “but this here Fd Harvel,
he thinks the only way to make
u o seareh 18 o go on into the Middle
Fork and prowl up and dewn the
eountry looking for this eabin®”

“I'me  eabin, Honk said, “oan
probably be located. Tt's up on a
ridge, wna bullt by someone who
had a llne of traps, was started in
the fall before there was any snow
an the ground, and finlshed wfter
there'd been a storm that brought
In about three feet of snow. You
can tell where the stumps were
out close fo the ground snd then

ns.

higher up, And those lnst sapl

that stick out over the door TOpT'll:I'lt:
traps and stuff on were ocut off
!i\'r ;:vl nhul\'c]' the ground. The
stum ure right near the eabin”

Bill Catlin  grinned ot hlm_m“l
wolldn't say anything like that to
this detective that's coming out,
Hank."

“Why not?”

“Well, now," the sheriff sald, “It's
A funny thing about city detectives
They think they're the only ones
ean do any of this here deductive
reasoning.”

(Sheriff Catlin and Hank are on
the teafl of a strange murderer.

Don't miss tamorrow's fnatallment.)

(Catrtieht 148, hy Brie Btanier Oardner:
.'uumumm by King Peatures Byndicats)
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RADIO PROGRAMS

THIE TORN PITCHER OF A GALS
MNEE WERE IN TH' BINDIN' OF

COMICAL BOOM. SOON

AH -
FINDS TH' REST O' HER—AHLL

rr

DIAMONDS MEMN
CANT BE VERY FAR
BEHIND .~

WE WONT FIND
IT/ THIS TIME O YEAR
™ FRNF.R’S AWFUL

WELL, TOOAY"S THE DAt DRSY—

= I'M TIRED

EHOWD O
FOOUNG, ARCUND = I'M GOING

THATS SUICIDE, HOPRY ./
LOOK AT THAT CURRENT AN’
ALLTHAT DRFTWOOD. ONE
OR TH' OTHER'LL &ET LS
CR. SURE .~

' 1 HAVE
THE DAY

i\ OFF ?
L

i)

YOU JUST STARTED!
I ONLY HIRED YoU
JUST FIVE MINUTES

CHRISTMAS
SHOPPING !

BUT T WiLL
BE IF YoU
DONT GIVE
ME-THE

HOWD YOU LIKE A
PUNCH IN THE NOSE ¥

NOW, LISTEN, YOU TWO/
T DONT WANT TROUSLE
IN HERE/ T WON'T HAVE
ANY FIGHTING/

ARE ONLY
331 DAYS LEFT

‘AH, AMOST
EFFICIENT.S

THIS IS A PRIVATE FIGHT.S

KEEP OUT O' THIS, JUNIOR {

COME ON, Boys/
LET'S GO. AND MAKE

A GOOD JoB OF
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North Howell Econ
Committees Chosen

North Howell—Home Econo-
mic club meeting was ealled to
order by Eunlce Beals, retiring
chairman, after Dalsy Bump was
installed by Florence Espe and
took the chair,

She appointed besides the re-
sponsibility and birthday com-

ler and Hazel Strachan; member-
ship, Amy Beer; community ser-
yice, Gretchen Jackson, cheer,
Eunice Beals, A 1050 year book
was given to each member.
Bertha Dunn, Florence QOddie
demonstrated patching overalls,
project of the meeting was mend-
ing. Eunice Beals and Minnie
Napler were hostesses. Amy
Beer and Florence Espe will be
hostesses at the February 6

mittee, hospliality, Jessie Coom-

Grange meeting.
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NOW! GO
GET ME THESE
LUFFLY YOUNG
LADIES!
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ROOM AND BOARD . . . . By Gene Ahern

A SUSPECT COUNTERFEITER,

FOR REFINED
wie50
LET THE

IF [ CALLED THE LAW TO TAKE
SNORGEESLE INTO CUSTODY AS

IT WOULD BRING NOTORIETY
ON THE FAIR NAME OF PUFFLE
TOWERS AS A RESIDEMCE HOME
LODGERS -
HT IT BEST TO
KNAVE SLIP AwAY/

YEH, YOURE RIGHT/ 5

MNORGEEGLE TOLD ME ™
CITY

?/_9.’/5
HE WORKS AS A

I!.i



