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the Bride
Illustrated by Gluyaa William

which burst upon him as he rounded
the lilac hedge reminded him of a
picture in an old geography of
sampans milling on a Chinese river
front.

For th. next half hour, disre
garding the dangerous snugness of
his cutaway, ne leaped up ana
down on entwined Dumpers, airecc-e-

backlnr cars into other back
ing oars and helped angry citizens
to pull their Dasnea muaguaras iree
from tneir tires.

Then, retrieving his glass, which
he had left on a fence post, he re-

turned to the house, dirty but satis-

fied, feeling that for the first time
in many hours he had been of some
practical use in tne worm.

The bitter-ende- rs were in full
swing. The Neapolitan

artist was hard and soundlessly
at work In the living room, which
was Jammed with people, all of
them obviously prepared to see the
thing through to tne unai Dotua,

The last truest had gone. The
last damp hand had been wrung.
The bridal party had disappeared
noisily to seek Digger and newer
adventure. The Dunstans had left.
The relatives had returned to the
oblivion from which they had
emerged. Mr. and Mrs. Banks were
alone with the wreckage.

They sat limply in two armchairs
which Mr. Banks had dragged down
from upstairs. The rug was covered
with confetti. The few casual tables
which Mr. Massoula had left in the
living room were garnished with
gray lings. Here and there on the
white paint of the sills were the
dark signatures of cigarettes. The
norai Dacxgrounu 01 tne reception
line obliterated the fireplace. They
stared at it in silence.

She did look lovely In that
golng-awa- y suit," said Mrs. Banks
dreamily. "Didn't you think it was

Mr. Banks couldn't remember it
very well. He knew she had had
on something tan. There his detail
stopped. But her face was etched
forever on his memory as she stood
on the landing waiting to throw the
Driaes bouquet.

'She's a darling," he said.
'Queer the Orlswolds didn't

come," mused Mrs. Banks. "Thev
accepted and Jane told me they were
coming.

I don't see how vou know wheth
er they came or not."

I know everybody that was here
and everybody that wasn't," said
Mrs. Banks complacently.

Mr. Banks did not question it.
This woman who couldn't remember
the details of the most elementary
problem for five minutes would
remember now and forever everv- -
one who came, everyone who didn't
and also those who crashed the
gate.

My gosh." exclaimed Mrs. Banks
pressing her hand over her face.
"We forgot to ask the Storers."

"We couldn't have," said Mr.
Banks.

"We did. though."
"That's terrible. Couldn't we nre- -

tend we sent them an Invitation?
You could call Esther tomorrow and
ask her why she didn't come."

I might at that." said Mrs.
Banks.

There was a brief silence. "What
are we going to do with all those
present?" asked Mr. Banks.

"I don't know. Somebody's
to pack them, I suppose. I think
I'll Just lenve them as they are
ior a wnue.

"I guess that's the best thine-.-
said Mr. Banks.

They lapsed Into exhausted si
lence. In the brain of each a nrn- -
Jector was unreellnff the film of thp
clay's events. It would have amazed
worn li tncy could have know how
different the films were.

In another comnartment nf Mr
Banks' brain an adding machine was
relentlessly at work. The figurescame pouring out and each time
tncy were greater than before.

"Didn't the decorations In the
church look too lovely?" asked Mrs.
Banks

Mr. Banks was startled to dis
cover that he had not even noticed
u tnere were any decorations In
the church. It was a relief to know
that someone had checked on that

Tim.
"They were beautiful," he said

simply.
.'Mr Tim did a wonderful Job

considering how little money we
gave him to work with," said Mrs
Banks. Her husband startled, then
pressed his Hps together and made
no comment.

I suppose," said Mrs. Banks, "we
ought to get out the vacuum clean
or and not leave this whole mess
for Delilah tomorrow. I'll go up
nnn chance my oress.

Mr. Banks followed her upstairs
glumly. Like a fog blowing In from
the sea, he could feel the first
wisps of depression fingering Into
his soul.

Here was the place where she
hfld stood. He paused and looked
uver the rail at the confetti-strew- n

hall. Queer about places and houses
They remained the same yet thev
were never the same. By no strength
or the imagination was this the spot
from which Kay had tossed her
flowers to the waving arms below

He continued up the stairs, think-
ing af all the money and energy
that was wasted eaeh year vlsltiiu-
the scenes of great events under
the Impression that they were still
tne same places.

(The End)
Railroads supplied the steel

Industry with 3,750,000 tons of
scrap metal In 1040, snys the In-

stitute of Scrap Iron and Steel.
By Gene Ahern
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Father of
By EDWARD 3TREETER.

KAY AND BUCKLEY
WAVE FOND ADIEU

OnitaUmtnt XXIII)
Thara was a dense rowd in th

front of the bouse.
Mr. Massoula's henchmen movea

tbrough It bearinr salad bowl filled
vtui confetti. At leajt they were
distributing something Inexpensive
lor th moment. People were

grabbing handluls, most

rough their fingers to the floor,
eryone wu watching the stairs
lsely as If they expected a couple

Of whippets to come smuunv u
anri out the door before they could

rid of the balls of damp paperrtheir clenched fists.
This was the soene that Mr. Banks

had rlauallied so often during the
Est twenty-fiv- e years; the moment
when hfc first-bor- n would come

running down a Droaa staircase on
the arm of a muscle-boun- d strang-
er, to disappear from his life

at least in the role of his Ut-

ile daughter.
When he had stood at the foot of

other people's stalroases waiting to
throw damp paper at their daugh-
ters his heart had been warm with
sympathy for the fathers of the
bides, who strolled with such brave
nonchalance among their guests. He
had hoped that he would have
equal oourage when his Urn came.

B, yaestS and look.d over the rsll at the
..nr.tti stnwn hell

How that it was here he only
felt numbness. He had rehearsed
it all so often In his mind he had
hugged his private sadness to his
bosom so many times that its ful-

fillment was less real than its an-

ticipation.
A bridesmaid peered around the

corner of the stair landing, grinned
sheepishly and disappeared. Some-
one cried, "Here they come," as If
K were a horse race. Then Kay
and Buckley, consplclously new in

very detail, were tearing across
the landing and down the final
flight of stairs with that hunched,
headlong look of charging moose
that Mr. Banks had observed in all
brides and grooms coming down-

stairs.
They wers on the front walk now,

their shoulders covered with con-
fetti their heads still lowered be-

tween their shoulders. Mr. Banks
was right behind them, running In
form, the ushers and bridesmaids
brlnrimr ud the rear In full cry.
Buckley's car stood at the end of
the walk. It was amazing how these
details fell into place against all
odds. Tney were in. R.ay leaned
through the open window while
Buckley fought off ushers on the
other side.

"Good-b- Pops. You've been
wonderful. I love you."

The ear lurched forward. Mr.
Banks revolved off the rear mud-

guard Into the arms of a brides-
maid. "Good-b- y good luck," They
were already half a block away. A
few ushers, who had gone through
the usual routine of almost being
run over in the getaway, were
brushing she dirt from their trous-
ers.

When Mr. Banks returned to the
house, he realized that the recep
tion had entered a new and final
nhase. Its connection with the
bride and groom had already been
forgotten. For all nractlcal pur-
poses the bride and groom them-
selves had been forgotten. The
Reception had become a Party and
only a few cutaways and brides- -

aids' dresses recalled the event
S at had brought it into being.

The more conservative element
began to leave. A few said good-b- y

The majority took advantage of the
tonrusion ana merely wanted away.
Officer Mulllns, who had under-
taken to act as parking attendant
had long since left his post and re
tired to the kitchen, where one or
two other members of the force
were already at work on material
furnished by the
Mr. Massoula.

Officer Mulllns had packed thr
parking field efficiently and solld-t- y

before he left. This had been
suite satisfactory during the park-
ing, but unfortunately the guests
were not departing on the modem

counting basis of last in first out
E there were any order to their

iving. it appeared to be Just the
opposite.

And so it came about that, while
Officer Mulllns exchanged views on
wine and women with his leilow
craftsmen, the more prominent cltl- -

Rcns of Falrvlew Manor locked
bumpers and cursed In the scarred
Meld behind the house.

Mr. Banks felt restless A sudden
seslre seized him to speed hla part
big guests. He wandered out of the
house and across tne lawn in the di-

rection of the parking field, care-
fully balaclng a glass of cham-
&agne- as he walked. The scene
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