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Father of the Bride

lllustrated by Gluyas Williams

4= By EDWARD STREETER.

* (Installment XVII)
"CTWENTY-FOUR MAPLE DRIVE
. UNDERGOES A FEW CHANGES

.. Mr, Banks awoke early the lol-
., Jawing morning with & hendache,
*'eonscious that many things were
WIONR,
Then his slowly awakening mind
asped tho fact that he had come
ﬁrme rather late fromy the Country
4 Club and thet in a few hours his
3.-o!§!ut child was polng to be mar-

- fn'ntincti\.'ely he turned to look
* out the window. The sun was shin-

1]

ing. His eved traveled lower nud
cencountered those of the mother

~of the bride, They were appralsing
~.him with an expression that struck
him ns being on the cold alde,
ol "Niee dny," he said.
“Yes" she anid, ‘thank goodness
JAnd now we're gettlng up. There's
worke to be donn,”

J

"Whe bald-headed man walked
weremaonies

Mr, Banks went to the bathroom
eablnet and poured a lnrge spoon-
ful of Bromo Seltzer Into a %lus
of water. It [izzed delightfully
sgninst his dry: poainte

Downatales the house wias unrec-
ognizable, The rurniture hnd dishp-
Upeared. Delilnh met him ot the foot
of the stalrs,

YMis! Banks, you's goln' ' have
o brenkios” in th' Kitehen thls mon-
n')” ahe announced. The iden seem-
ed Lo strike her s high comedy.
~Bhe disappearcd Into the pantry
doubled up with lauguter

Mr. Banks ate his eggs self-con-
sclowaly at Delllah's white-enameled
table,

After n second cup of bluck coflee

he wandered mimlessly through the
bare rooms. A truck Puiled into
the drivewny followed a blngk
“aedan from  which n bnlu1-|mnr|ﬂ1
man alighted. The Dont door wos
open, The' bald-headed man walk-
ed In without ceremony, “I'm ‘Lim's
man," bhe spld. "1 guess we'll he
anttin' up th' fNowers an' stulf™
andd Tim's mnn,

"Yes indeed,” snld Mr. Banka,
A few |uiuuu:u later the floor of
the living room was covered wilh

+ potted plants, ferms and lumps
‘of damp enrth. Mr. Bunks strolled
restleasty throwgh the debrls and oul
,the French door into the bnck
. garden. There he found three
ntrangers unrolling n huge bundle
u'[ CRNIVAN,
that the marquee?™ he neked
» o MIk's the tent for the Buanks wed-
Lain' garrected one of the men,
+ Mr, Banks squinted at the eloud-
vhess aky, A brilllant lden Hesled
5 acrosd his thrifty mind. “¥ou know,"
'hr sald casunlly, “on u day lke this
"I don't think we'll need a tent.”

The men stopped unrolling  the
tent and stared at him in sllent
amazement, One of them finally
recovared his volce, "Don't noed o
tent?" he exclaimed, “Llaten, Jack,
this tent is contracted for  three
weeks mgo, There's peaple vellin'

-ﬁ'r it all over the place. You're
st Tucky, thoab's nll"
't yes, of course.” snld Mr. Banka
¥ only thoughl—Yes, of course.”
He atuisuml around the bulky plle
and walked down the drivewny.
Maple Drive was qulet,  Several
houses away his new nelghbor, Me
Moggson, was eutting his front Inwn

In wiiheut

that snyone could be engaged In
such trivial work at a ume like

this. He strolied aimlessly townrd
him.
“HI" anid Mr. Hoggson, paw-mg,

‘Going o pe & nlce week-chd

*1 certhinly hope so, sald Mr,
Banks, "My daughter's getling mar-
ried this afterncon®

“Well, you don't say &0l Mr,
Hoggnon shook Mr, Banks' hang
warmly. "That's your [lrst child to

go. Isn't L7 Quite a Wwrench, all
right. You won't come In and have
n spub, perhaps? You got & hard
day nhead of you.”

"Sorry,” sald Mr. Banks. “We're
king of busy at the house this
morning. I'm just doing an errand

far my wile."

He waiked briskly away without
the slghtest notlon where he was
going. It wos the aame everywhere.
The world wes proceeding quletly
about It week-end tnaks, heedless of
what wns happening at 44 Maple
Drive, Alter about w mile he cul
through a pateh of woods and came
bock through the village In order
to_avold Mr. Hoggson
By the time he returned to the
house the artisans had given way
to relatives. The place wis swarm-
Ing with them.

The E{hone was ringin
ously. He took charge o Unecle
Joe was In town and wnnted de-
tnlled Instructions on how to get
out to Falrview Manor, Cousin Ber-
tha waa nt the stallon. Would some-
one come down and get her? Aunt
Harriet had lost her sultoase with
her best dress n it

Mr, Banks suddenly noticed that
Hay waa not around,

He discovered her upstadrs, lying
on the bed, her face burled In the
pillow, her ahoulders .shnnlu,f

"Kitten,” he anld, "what the
trouble? This L your wn(ktlnx day,"
"Ob, 1 know It, Pops. 'That’s just
the trouble. It's my wedding day,
But dt Ian't, Itw everybody  else's
wedding day bub it fust ln't mine"
8he lot her face down Ints the pil-
low agaln. but now she was fquister,
“I know,” Mr. Banks sali "1
know, Mine elther."

runtlnu-

The Bill Harcourts gave n luneh-
eon before the wedding, T4 was to
have been a small affulr but noth-
Ing about Lhig wedding seomed
enpable of remnining small

The howse was crowded with poo-
ple when Mr. and Mra Iinnk-i ir-
rived,

In waorld

Interest was
prlliies

His primary

As he entervd tne room s borge
of a woman, wearing pincenez, bore
down on hlm llke a tugboat, and
began a detalled account of Buck-
Joy's early childhood, She wan up
to his Nith yoar when someone
spllled o plate of lobster salad on
ane of her nmple hips, In the con-
fusion Mr. Bunks monnged bo ese
cape, only to be recaplured by a
man with a walrus mustache,
This chavhacter appearsd {o re-
gard the goatherlng as n kind of
publie forum. He drew Mr, Banks
to a window seat, His primary In-
terest. wns I world politics and
wanted Mr. Banks' opinion of the
internatlonnl situation. When Mr
Banks diselosed the fact thal he
hnd no opinlons, the [lloor passed
to the stranger, who obviously had
n divect wire to God,

Kay appronched them, “Mothers
looking for you, She thinks we'd
better be petting home! He gazed
at her with awe. An hour ago ahe
hnd heen gobblng on her bed, Now
she looked tadiant—llke n goddess
of spring—nserene and ‘benutiful,

‘3 scomed Inoredible to Mr. Banks'

__{To Be Continued)

Traffic CourtIsn’t AlwaysDull

Detrolt, Jan,
tomed routine.
All In nll, H was prelly dull.

(A—Traflle

Then eame the case of the elly versus preily Mrs,

Bmedley, 20, a bride of two w

cnurl was pursuing s accus-

Mrs, Smuedley's oar had struck a pedestrian,

Up to that point it was still
Came forth the vietim, Wil
and right side had been hurl,

Luveda
cnks,
routine.
inm W, While, 82, whose arm

From thon on a gentleman's gallaniry and the formal ex-
cesses of the law were both Involved.

Not to mention a Indy's righ

White Inslsted on paying It
entively to blame.

Mrs. Smedley, who had ples
it. The Judge extended bher tw

"I have never been treated
afterwards,

He explained that
bills and visiled him several
covery,

“We have become good frie

- And thals the way It was
i = Everybody was happy.

- Eebhad

Seventh Anniversary
Of Birth Celebrated

' Ouk Point—Mrs, John Rule
was hostess for a birthday par-
i %y honoring her danughter, Diane
Kay on her seventh birthday
The afternoon was spent playing
games, Guests wire ‘-'mr‘l K

iaom AND BOARD

Mrs, Smedley had

t to pay her own $10 fine.
He said Mrs, Smedley wasn't

wded guilty, talked him out of
o weeks time o pay,
nicer by anyone,” While said

paid  his hospital
times in the course ol his re-

nds," he said.
when the case was adjourned,

Lauderback, Mary Gene
Phyllis and Philip Tngrim,
mongd  Wilsan, Judy and  Pat
| Peterson, Tommy, Bartel, Jerry
Hamblin, John Greon, Panly and
Michael Huoyes, Stephen Rule;
Darlene gned Dolonag Rule, Jonn

Gist,
Riy-

Frykbergg, Mrs. B. Hayes and
'\ha Rule
5 By Gene Akern
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THERES STONY GAP STEVE/ Y SEEMS TD BE
oF *our:- Lmew A BIT OF
i EXCITEMENT /
[l »vee somesooy
GOT ATELEGRAN ‘4

SNOW-SLIDE CH' E‘I D
WHAT COOKS? /BREADLOAF /

YOU'RE PALE, | EVER FIND NOURSELF ON \\.
‘RIBRER/--15 /A PCNIC WITH ND CORMECREW?
THIS BAD?® o--OLR STORY'S ALL SEALED UP

LIKE A BOTTLE OF OLIVES/WE
CAN'T GET AT (T, AND NETTHER
CAN ANYBOODY ELSE /
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HARDLY EMoUGH
TO MENTION, RoCkw
AHYUIAY AT TH' BRICES
NOU CHARGE ME, You
AREN'T MAKINTA DIME=

SoME oA {14 Goltt’ T
BE RICHWAND | WANT
TO BE JUST LIKE ANNE=

AH THOHIGHT YO' WERE.
DAID-BLUT, WHEM AH WENT
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WASH AWy MAH TEARS,
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) [PANCAKES AND SAUSAGE-

v FOR SOME SYRUP/
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