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Formosa, Subjectto Top U.S.
Talks, Described by Visitor

Editor's Note: Formosa, last stand of the Chinese Nation-

alists against the Red tide, Is

John Sehon of the United Press, who put in n term there as

a naval officer. He was sent

oners of war who were taken when the Japanese had con-

frol of the island,

By JOHN SEHON
AP Formosa, Nationnlist China’s last hope

New York, Jan, 3
for life, is a fairyland with all

hreadbusket of empire, and & barely-tapped storehouse of stra-

{egle hatural resources.
From a military standpoint,

which Communist China, en-
trenched on the malnland 100
miles to the wesl, now has

But, unless governmental
gonditions have undergone a
drastic change since 1 wax there
four years ago, the isiand that
|4 the last Barrier to Communism
in the Far East could be ecol-
lapsed easily by the age-old
Chinese plague, internal dissen-

. Blon.

Thanks to the Japanese, how-
ever, Chlang Kai-shek has a
ready-made, highly developed
fortress from which to fight,

For during its 50-vear ten-
ure, the Japancse turned a
pest-ridden sub-tropleal Island
into one of the most progres-
slve agricultural and industrial
arcas of the Orient.

I was amozed to find Formosna,

the 200-mile long Islund Is wvirtu-
ally unnssailable with woapons ¥+——

a military stronghold, reports

in to help liberate allied pris-

modern convenicnoes, a proven

Bombers also did considerable
damage to the main citics, Tai-
peh, Takoo and its fine harbor,
Keelung, which has one of tho
best man-made harbors In the
east, and others, Bul the founda-

tions of modern elvie planning
are there for rebuilding.

In Talpeh, for example, for-
eigners can use waler for drink-
ing right out of the tap. This
is a sanitary luxury unknown
even in modern Shanghal, where
all water must be bolled 1o
guard against dysentery.

Lying about 500 miles north
|of the Philippines and 300 miles
swutheast of Okinawa, Formosa
nlso. could control the sea lanes
and costnl mirways so vital to
|China's life.

| Keelung at the northern tip
land Takao in the south can han-

developed in almost complete se- |l!|n the largest ships of peace,

Swiss President—NMax Petit-
pierre (above), Forelgn Min-
ister, was elected President of
the Swiss Confederation by

the Nutional Council, and

Couneil of States in Bern

were ket tightly suppressed by
the Jopanese have agitated for
a so-called independence. |

In conversation just al war's|

end, Formosan leaders said that [

the greatest desire of the peo

| —

Robords Bhos.

AT movth libewrty

WEDNESDAY

DOUBLE STAMPS

ROBERTS BROS. FIRST IN 1950

Girls" Coats GREEN STAMP WEDNESDAY

9.88

® Valuesto $16.95
® Coverts—tweeds
® Beoutiful styles

DOUBLE STAMPS

Pillow Tubing
59C yd.

@ Sturdy type 140
® 42 inch width
® Regulor 85c yd,

Capital Journal, Salem, Oregon, Tuesday, Jan. 3, 1950—23

. FIRST IN 1950!

DOUBLE
GREEN STAMP DA

rrecy by Japanese, U Mo = i
l".:::"_ﬂ:‘;‘j ﬁ?;f '~'1J*‘I'}jl-li:::.-nk o beloe war, In addition the Japan- | ple was for a “free” couniry
virtuaii ATSUALd $ ese built more than 50 airfields | They were overjoyed, however,

Aboul the only thing which 3 "
must be imporied, if the Jap- throighout the island, at the thought of returning 1o

' | Shower Curtain L |
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luxurious hot springs. Cottages
dot the mountanins, each with
its own private spa

Before and during the war,
the island was Japan's main
grocery store, Rice, sugar, pine-
apples, salt, frults, tobacen and
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