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Composing an Informal and, he hoped,
drjlr bumoroui llllie ipeecb.

"Oh. no, sir. Just a couple of

martinis."
Mr. Banks stared at him delight

edly. "You mean martinis?" He
hastily lifted one of the pitchers. )r uj jj i ! r ' ' i

For half an hour he sloshed

thi elaul raung mm laoked nonpluaed

(Installment V)
THE ENGAGEMENT NEWS
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Doris and Herbert are here." It
was Mrs. Banks.

Doris and Herbert who?" he ask
ed.
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"Well. well. well. Glad to see
you. Stanley," boomed Mr, Dunstan.t
'Sorry to be so late, we got lost.

Doris always Insists "

"Now go and get Doris and Herb
something to drink," said Mrs.
Banks.

Would you like a martini?" asked
Mr. Banks hopefully.

"II It's all the same to you, Stan, l. m.mjn tmms- - t,
. mm TV.. .,r cine l Iwe'll have old fashloneds Can't I
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won t take a second."

He didn't get back to the pantry
minute too soon. A group of

thirst-craze- d voung men were lust
about to take the matter of serv
ice Into their own hands. He sent
the drinks out to the Dunstans and
for the next hour he worked like
a dike mender. The only compen
sation was that the guests now
seemed less lussy about what they
got. The roar from the living room
sounded like a mob scene in a Cecil
B. de Milie sunersoectacle.

Then the crowd began to thin.l
The roar subsided. He could hear
the gathering In the front
hall for a final stand. Mr. Banks
closed down his dispensary and
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big, however, witnin 24 nours me
only ones who did not know were
those who wouldn't be mortally hurt
if not told first.

Mr. Banks said that, under the
circumstances, the cocktail party
hardly seemed necessary. Kay said
that was ridiculous. Everybody an-
nounced their engagement to their
close friends at a cocktail party.

And so It was that, a few days
later, Mr. Banks came out from
town on the com-

posing an Informal and, he hoped,
dryly humorous little speech. It
was to be about Kay as a little girl,
Kay growing up and finally, In a
big surprise climax. Kay announc-
ing her engagement.

In the pantry he stared with a
Inking heart at the neatly arranged

ghalanxes of glasses that Mrs.
borrowed during the

day from unwilling friends. How
was any one man to make drinks
for the crowd of 35 that Kay ex-

pected? It would take a trained
octopus.

However, this was no time for
panic. Decisive action was called
for. Martinis for everybody. That
would be simplest. With perhaps
Just a few ready for
those allergic to gin. He pulled two
large pitchers from a cupboard and
went to work groaning with pain
as he listened to one bottle after
another of his best gurgle out its
lifeblood.

The early ones were arriving. He
could hear the en-

trance screams of the females. He
was about to go out and greet them
when the pantry door was blocked
by a young man
with a disarming smile.

"How are you. sir? I wonder If
I could have four

"No martinis?" suggested Mr.
Banks.

"Oh, no Indeed, air. That's very
kind of you. Just

Mr. Banks filled four of his emer-
gency glasses with Ice cubes and
pushed them down the pantry
shelf. "Thank you, sir. That's serv-
ice," said the young man. His placewas Immediately taken by a stout
youth with glasses.

"Sir. four old fashloneds and one
scotch and soda."

"I haven't any scotch," said Mr
Banks. He hoped that his voice did
not betray the fact that he had
Just hidden three bottles In the end
cupboard behind Mrs. Banks' flow-
er vases.

The stout young man looked non-
plused. He was silent for a moment
as he considered this unexpectedsituation from every angle.

"I don't know sir. I guess bour-
bon and soda will do."

Mr. Banks, Irritated bv a sense
of guilt, poured a highball from
a bottle labeled "Whiskey a Blend."
"Wouldn't those people like mar-
tinis?" he asked.

"Oo, no, sir. This Is plenty."
The doorway was now filled with

young men who observed him
gravely. "Sir, four old fashloneds.
One on the rocks and one with a
dash of sugar and no bitters."

"Oood God." snld Mr. Banks, "do
they think I'm filling out prescrip-
tions in here?"

A toll young man peered around
the frame of the door. "Good eve
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doing? Playing pool?"
"i know. But wnv must vou al

ways leave the whole thing on my
snouiaersf uooa-p- Helen dear.
You look sweet In that hat."

He considered the first nart nf
her remark as unjust as the last
was untrue. "Where are the Dun
stans?"
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stressed loxe exisis among all
through the celebration of birth
of Christ. Gifts were presented
to Mrs. D. Tilton, teacher; Mrs.
G. L. Russell, president and
Mrs. J. S. Fuller as secretary-treasure- r.

All participated in a
gift exchange. The next meet-
ing will be January 13 at 2 p.m.
in the church basement.

Wf

Martha Class Elects
Officers at Monmouth

Monmouth The Martha class
of the Evangelical U. B. Sunday
school held its Christmas parly
In the church basement, with a
covered dish supper. Twenty-tw- o

members and their husbands
were present. Hostesses for the
party were Mrs. A. D. Campbell,
Mrs. A. J. McLarty, Mrs. Clyde
Dickson, Mrs. G. L. Russell and
Mrs. Hattle Wincgar.

Following ft short business
meeting Rev. Lonsberry gave the
history of Christmas tree and
decorations, and M. B. Layton
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Wilson Injures Knee
Wheatland Eugene Wilson,

farmer of the Wheatland dis-

trict, is suffering with fractured
small bone near and below knee
joint of right leg received when
he fell on cement walk while at
work at his home.
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