Father of the Bride

By EDWARD STREETER. Ilustrated by Gluyas Williams

The fact that it was about twice the size of his oun
establishment seemed to add fuel to his agitation.

installment II1

The Meeting of the Banks
and Dunstans

In the days that followed the
Dunstan's invitatlon o a get-ac-
! quainted Sunday dinner, Mr, Banks
{ahowed mll the symploms of n
] debutante sbout to be introduced
+ At Buckingham Palace, On Sun-
day morning he dreéssed onrefuily
fIn a sport coat and slacks, then
1 went ul;t-:.u:lm after breakfust and
« thanged Into u business sult, He
Insisted on starting hnif an hour
earler than was necessary—just Lo
1 allow for a blowout or something.
resilt was that they arrived
East Smithfield aftar
twelve,
Mr, Banks sald he'd be damned
It he was golng to alt and moon
at the Dunstane* for an hour.
“171 bet they won't even have n
drink before dinne’,” he sald gloom-

xhortly

.

“Well, suppose they don't. You're
not an aleoholic, are you?"

Mr. Banks sighed and didn't pur-
wsus the argument,

“L think it might bhe more In-
telligent to' find out where the
Dunstans  live Instead of driving
around almlessiy,” sald Mrs. Banks,
AL 'l_eut. we won't end up by belng

ate,
“IM bet It's a shack” anid Mr.
Banks

ANES,

When they finally located it the

netan shack turned out to be a

o, whitewnshed brick house sur-
rounded by old elm trees. The dis-
covery that It wna at least twiee
the alza of his own seemud to ndd
fuel to Mr. Banks' ngllation. He
looked at his watch,

“I'm going back to that hotel we
passed and wash up,” he announced

“Nonsenne” anld Mrs, HBanks
You enn wash at the Dunstan
They probably have running wate

“I prefer to wnsh at the hotel”
sald Mr. Banks with dignity, She
sensed that this was not the time
to cross him,

When they drew up in front of
the hotel he did not suggest that
she got out, but hurrled through
the revolving doors. On his re-
turn, ten minutes later, it was
obvlous that he wps more com-

ed. The Intorlor of the sedan

edintely took on the Saturday
nlght odor of a bar-and-grill,

‘Stanley Banks, you've
drinking”

Mr. Banks did not take his eyes
off the road ahead, “Why s 1t"
he asked, “that a person ean't take
& casual drink without being ac
cused of ‘drinking'?"

"T think I's perfectly outtageois
for you to meet the Dunstans smell.
in ke an old whisky bottle

it in the world's golten Inta
you?" Mrs, Banks was still being
diffieult when they turned in nt
the Dunastans' entrance,

The first meeting of In-laws s
eamparable to the orlginal hookup
of thn Lewls and Clark Expedition
with the Rocky Mountnin Indinns
For a brief moment after the cn-
counter both sides stared sl one
another with mingled hostility and
clrioalty 1'!h|rlr|r1 that instant
Mrs, Banks took inw
Duristan  from halr-do to
Mrs, Dunstan  did the sume
Mrs, Banks, ‘Theh, finding ev
thing mutunlly satisfactory, th
approached one another with out-
atretohed arms, enbraced and sald
"My donr."
two  males
awkwardly
Ty
meet you.!

Mrs, Dunstan started to lead the
way into the lving room,

“Ioean't tell you how ernsy we
are ahout your Kay" sald Mr
Dunstan,

“Well, that's just the way we fon!
about Bucklev," sald Mrs, Banks

“Yes, indeed” anld Mr, Banks
Obviously something wna cnlled for

far as he was concerned that
seemed about all thore wan to be
sald. He would have been quite
ready o second m motlon to ad-

antory of Mra
ahoies
for

shoak
in
oy

merely
and  eald
certainly s nioe

been|

<\ Will Refire for Time

lourn.

The situntion wins saved by the
uppearance of & mald with a shaker
full of martinly and a tray of
hot hors d'oeuwres, Mr, Banks
looked at this arrangement with
pleased Incredulity,

He took a martinl and found it
excellent. “T think we should drink
to the bride and groam,” said Mr.
Dunstan, Mr. Banks drank deeply
and reinxed like s defiating bui-
pon,  Mr, Dunatan  refilled the
Rlnases

Wnrmed by this unexpected hos-
pitality and hix previous wash-up

at ‘the hotel, Mr, Banks felt im-
peiled to words, "This s an im-
portant occasion” he sald, My

wife and 1 have been looking for-
ward to It for a long time. Per-
sonally I thought your son was na
great fellow the moment I set eyves
o him, Now that I've met his
father nnd mother I llke him eyen
botter. From here in 1 [oresee
that the Dunstan-Banks familiea
will beat s one”

“T am sure Wwe're going to be
moat congenial" a'ald Mrs, Dunstan
apprehensively, "and do eall us Dor-
Is and Herbert, not Mr, and Mrs.
Dunstan,”

“And Stanley and Ellle," anld Mrs
Banks somewhnt overengerly

ers was an embarragsed allence,

“1 love your home, Doris” sald
Mrn, Banks, who had by this tine
siged up nnd  appraised  eritieally
every nrtiele of furniture In the lv-
ing room, :

“Thank you, Ellle. We ke It. I'm
crazy, to see yours. Buckley's always
talking about b

“Another, Stanf?" asked Mr, Dun-
Blnn,

“Well, just to help you out, Herb™
sald Mr. Banks, Hix wile moved
over beslde him, “You'd better watch
your slep" she muttered,

It was too late. The relesse from
supertension was more than he
could combat, He graclously helped
his {riend Herb finish up the shaker.

"I think dinner i« ready”" sald
Mrs. Dunstan, who had known |t
for a long time,

She led the way toward the din-
g room. “You've pot n wonderful
place here, Edith,” sald Mr, Banks
falling In bealde her,

“Dorls,* she sald, “Won't you sit.
there, Ellle, And now we want to
hear all about our new daughter”
“I'm afrind there lan't much to
tell" snid Mrs, Hanks

“"Nonsen=e," sald Mr Banks,
“Would voir Ulke to hear the atory
about how Ellle left Kay In her
baby earringe oulslde the A & P
and then forgot about her and went
ome?"

Hn told them In hilarlous detndl
A food of memories and aneedotes
pourdd from Him lke n mountain
brook. He took them througlh Knv's
elilldhood and sehool divs step by
step, “Then, as a kind of ndix
he gave them n detalled account of
his life. Occaslonally one of the
Dunstans broke in with a comment,
Toward the end of the meal they
censed Lo compete

Altor dinner Mr, Bunks ploked ot
a comfortable looking chindr th the
darkeat corner of the Hving room
He felt suddenly drowsy. “Now™
he anld, "vou mvst Esll us all abaut
Buckley ™ The deslre to take just
forty winks béedme  overpowering
As Buckley entered his first vear
In high sehoal Mr. Hanks' eves
closed and he wis instantly aslesp

They drove back to Faltview Man-
or lnte In the afternoon, Mrs. Banks
[l' the controls, Mr. Banks fell re-
|1.-w|l and happy. 1t was hard for
|him to understanit why he had
|dreaded this meeting so much He
l--.nluh! I valn among his -\c‘-1u|mh|
tances for a {iner family than the
IMinatans. Certainly coutd
have been pasler to to, He
hummed & contented  little song
Mra, Banks sald nothing

___ITo T Continued)

Predict Gov. Dewey

na_ one

talk

New York, Dec 20 (m—The
New York Times today sald it
Is likely that Gov, Thomas E
Dewey will retire temporarily
from: publie life at the end of
his present term ns governor of
New York.

Warren Moscow, political
writer for the Times, said there
are indieations that Dewey will
not be a candidate for governor
in 1950 or for president in 1952,
but mny come back into the
pregidentinl - race in 1PG6 or
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curios from India, China, Gua-
temsia, Africa, and aslso from
the American Indians,

Mrs, Don Kraft, president of
the Canby YWFMC, introduced
the speaker and presented her
with a camellia corsage, A cor~
sage of white and yellow chrys-
anthemums was presented to
Mrs. Harris.

Decaratlons and centerpleces
were in charge of Miss Beverly
Curtis and Mrs, Eugene McDow-
ell. Programs were arranged by
Miss Bonnle Zimmerman and
Miss Jane Shafer.

Twentv-slx members and sev-
eral additional friends attended
the affair.

Fellowship Banquet
Served Young Women

Aurora—The Young Women's
Foreign Missionary chapter were
hostesses at thelr annual fellow-
ship banguet in the Women's
Civie club hall in Canby.

Vocal music was furnished by
Rev, and Mrs, Paul Harris, Port-
land.

Mrs, Weaver W, Hess, presi-
dent of the Women's Forelgn
Misslonary soclety of the Church
of the Nazarene's Oregon-Pacif-
ic district, was guest speaker
and brought with her many
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AP Newilantures

ROOM AND BOARD . T

By Gene Ahern

== 1 WAS TRYING TO ENGAGE MR,
T SMORGEEGLE, OUR NEW BOARDER,
i IN CONVERSATION, AND HES
AS TIGHT-LIPPED A5 A
TURTLE : = BUT THATS
QKAY WITH ME!* ITS A
RELIEF TO HAVE ONE GLIY IN
THIS HOUSE WHO KEEPS HIS
CHATTER BOILED DOWN LIKE
A 1O-WORD :’ELEGM !

YEH, BUT HES
SUCH A GRUMPY= |2
LOOKING OWL/ e [
HE HAS A

CONTINUAL LOOK
ON HIS FACE LIKE
A GUY. DISCOVERING

A REAR TIRE 15
FLAT/




