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Father of the Bride

By EDWARD STREETER.

Ilustrated by Gluyas Williams
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He now received them with open-armed cordiality,

Installment 1
Daughler Kay Makes the
Great Declsion

No matier what Kay might huave
done about marriage it would not
have been looked upon with  any
grent favor by Mr. Stanley Bunks,
merely becuine he happened to be
fonder of his Irst-born than he
renlized,

During her teens he had dinnissed
all aspirants with s contemptuous
soort.  From the time that Kay
had fiest revealed hersell to the
socinl world, minus a mouthiul of
braces and plus a permanent, leggy
adolescents with porcuping har had
begun to beat a path to 24 Muople
Dr%ve. Mr, Banks had regarded
these Inarticulate sufferers with o
Jaundiced eye.

And  so the tender years hid
alipped by, With their {m:‘alns Mr.
Banks' emotlonal pendulum  hod
swung the other wany, He found
himself wondering what was wrong
with the child, What was It that
cawsed men o bob Into her e
for o few brief wecka or months—
and then disappear forever? She
couldn't gn on clng i bridesmald
untll she was an old lady!

It worrled him and unconsciously
his attitude changed, even toward
Knr'l mont casual acquaintances,
Unlike the old days, when he had
been curt, susplelous and, on ocen-
slonn, frankly hostlle, hie now hegun
1o recelve them with open-arined
cordinlity that would have driven
any alert young male out Into a
snowstorm.

Then suddenly — without warn-

— it was obvious that some-

wis happening to Koy, Bome
plehemy wis at work within her
There was o Ught In Her eves that
none of Dr. Barnes' vitaming had
eyer kindled; o radiance thnt mnde
her, at times, almost o sbranger
to Mr, Banks,

“What's gotten Inte Kay, Ellle?
Bhe aots queer to me"

T don't know," sald Mra, Banks
“Maybe she's In love

Mr, Banks made nolses of gon-
tempt;, “In lovel Who would she
be in love with?"

“I haven't the wildeat ldea®

"Nonsonse,” snld  Mr, Hanks
*¥ou muat have some Iden”

“Well, do you romembor that
about two weelss ngo Koy anld she'd
met a boy numed Buckley Some-
thing-or-other at a cockial]l party?"

*You don't menn that blg over-

own ham  with the shoulders?

Isten, Ellle, you women jump nt
the domnedest conelusions,  Just
beciwse o man—"

SAll rlght. IT'm wrong, You Just
walt and aee,*

IEE)' wikited, and 'ns the dayy
mssed It became apparent  that
Auckley wan coming more sharply
into foous, Hls name crept fnto
Kny's chatter with Ino it .
quency, Ahough  slwsys  onsually
Hp wis apparently oy
with: declded views on everyihing
from football to God—views which,
for Kay's money, hnd oot been
equaled since the Delphle orpcles
went out of business,

Mr, Banks felt a resurgence of his
old attitude. This néw moth, which
wits beglining to fly s0 close to the
flame, becamo definitely distaste-
ful to him,

"I don't think much of that fel
low,” he snld to Mra, Banks nfter
Buckloy hnd spent n palnful ten
minutes In the Hving room walting
for Kay

"1 don't know, dear,” sald Mrs, |

Banks, “Why don't you just leave
Kay nlone and let her work things
out for herself?"

A hush of antlelpation had fallen
over the Bianks family ns In a
thenter just before the curtuln rises
—but nothing happenct, Kny con-
tinued to look dreamy. Buckley
during his brief appearinges, main-

tadned his nlr of uneasy aloofries
: |

IAfter n few stif momeéents they
would both rush, unieashed, into
the night.

Then, unexpectedly, the storm
roke,

They were gathered round the
dinner table on one of the In-
ereasingly rare cccaslony when Koy
nte nt nome,

“Don't those two boys ever stny
at home for a meal?” grumbled Mr,
Banks,

“They've gone to n night game
with Joe Btanley,™ siald Mra, Banks,
“They couldn't wait for dinner
Ben sadd they'd plek up something
to ent In town,"

Kuy sighed. "Ben's not a boy,
Pops, He's n mnn, He's old enough
o have o fomlly."

"Well, Tommy o'l sald Mr
Huonks,

*Oh, by the way, Mom, that re.
minds me, I won't be home this
week-end.” siid Koy,

“Where are you going, dear?”
nsked Mrs, Bunks,

“I'm golng to spend It with Buck-
loy's family,"™

Mr., Banks dropped nn unbroken
ocracker Into his soup, "Look here
he naked, “are you golng to marry
this eharacter?”

"I guess s0." replied Kay., She
continued to work on her soup,

"And when" Mm. Banks asked
with timid sprepam, “are you think-
ing of gettihg morrled?”

"I renlly don't know, Mother, 1t
nll depunds on Buckley's PLAMNE"
Kay's volee was that of o tred
kindergurten teacher. “But there's
ane thing—we WONT be pinned
down, Buckleys VERY declded
about that sort of thing. He just
WONT be pinned down"

Mr. Banks felt his neck begin to
push ngalnst his collar. “I hope,"
he sald In o stralned volee, “that
Buclley won't think I'm nesy or
teying to pin him down if I nsk
n few slmple guestiona,”

Kay logked bored. "OK, Pops,
I suppose we have to go THROUGH
this. Tt doos seem to me, though—"

“Well, to begin  with, who the
hell Is' thin Buckley anyway?"

“Now, Pops, plense. If we're
golng—"

“—and whal's his st name, and
whore the hell does he come from

and who does he think s golng
to support him? If It's mo he's
ol nnother guesy—"

Mrs. Banks interrupted. “Staniey,
nobody's denf and vou den't have
to swear every other word. It's
just plnin mortifying with Delllah
In the kitehen lstening, You don’t
iy Koy a chinnee Lot her—*

A ettt Kny, the darling

of  his turned on him for
the first tme In bhee life,  “Disten
Fops, U'm  twenty-four  years old
and Buekley's twenty-glx and we're
GROWN people—and a8 fur as vour
supporting BUOKLEY, 11 tell you
right now he's the kind that wonlde
't et ANYHRODY support him
Ie'l rather DIE (irst,

"THATS the kind of person e
IS5, He's 1 WONDERFUI, porson
Ho's tho kind of n person bhat'y
phsolutely — 1 moan ABSOLUTHLY
independimt,

“And  his mame s DUNSTAN
THAT'S what It 1s—HBuckley Din-
stan And he's a8 WONDERFUL
bBusineseman I menn a REALLY
wonderful businesimin — and —
ind he has a4 WONDERFUL Job "

"Dolng, what?' asked Mr, Banks
eleing the flrst faetun straw

MO, T don't KNOW, Pope, He
makes something, Does it REALLY
muke any dlfference what It 157
He's the kind of permon that enn do
ANYTHING-—anvthing st ALL

"As for his PARENTS—well, T

tell you this, Pops—thev'rn just as
gool na voll and MOM®™ " There
was b onaggestion in' her voles that
thls was an understatement, “They-
o BWHLL people and they live In
Eust Smithfleld"
Mr, Banks' blood firessure  had
wone down as quickly ns It had
risen, He searcely heard what Kay
was snying and he had forgotten
il about Huekley., He wis looking
it his danghter's flushed face and
rrmembering p small gi=l with brown
latnils and dirty overalls who used
to fly at her two vennger brothera
whon they gonded her (oo far

It seemed lke such an ineredibly
dhort time ago, Thal was all, He
had a panicky feeling that tears
weore coming into his eves, Rising
from his ehalr, he kissed the top
of her head

"OK. Kitten® he said, “1 love
him already. What did vou say his
last name wast :
(To Be Contihued)
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Poisoning Suspeded
Albany Death Case

Albany—Confirmation of Dr.
Howard Richardson's telephone
report to District Attorney Mel-
vin Goode on the possible cause
of 15-year-old Virginia Cruse's

death a week ago Sunday wasg

received by the Linn proseculor,
further Indicating carbon mon-

oxide ns the lethal agency.

District Atlorney Goods re-
ceived a written preliminary re-
port which was appended, how-
ever, with the statement that the
detailed report cannot be com-

pleted for a week or more.

“11 i5 the impression to date,”
the Unlversity of Oregon Medi-
cal school pathologist wrote,
“that this iz a case of carbon
monoxide Intoxication.” It eon-
tinued to state that chemical
tests of Miss Cruse's blood
strongly indicale such poison-
ing but that microscrople exam-
ination of tlgsues and further
chemical tests will be made to
determine whether any other
cause could exist.

Should the completed tests
finally fix responsibility on car-
bon monoxide, sald the district
attorney, the case will probably
be recordéd ns one of accidental

death,
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YOU MAN AND WIFE! |

<> T

T-4=0%

O TAKE
A MOMENT
FOR METD

FATALLY PIERCED THE
@Q ONRUSHING BEAST/

AS I SAID, THERE WAS ONLY
ONE SHELL IN My RIFLE,
AND AS THE TWO RHINDS
CHARGED ME | WAITED
UNTIL THEY WERE WITHIN
7 FEET, THEN FIRED THE
BULLET HIT THE RHINO IN
FRONT OF ME, AND IN ITS
TURNING WILDLY THE HUGE
HORN ON IT5 SNOUT




