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i TRIDING UP THE STAIRS WAS SANTA CLAUS.

(Chapter 8)
BANTA FLANE A PARTY

Henry and Mr, Dilly, with Be-
Irena In his arms, struggled through
‘the deep snow to the litle white
\pottags, Henry knocked ab the door.
(There was no answer. He knooked
yagain and again, Still there wos
ino. anawer.
! Henry was dl.'iapBg'Lnled. "May-
«be this Jsn't Banta Land after all"
«he aald,
i willy, nilly reproved Serena.
#Where else would you lind flying
‘Telndeers?”
¢ Just then Mr. Dilly spled a fold-
‘ad paper under a milik bottle on
‘the cottage steps. He plcked it up
‘and read it nloud,
o Mr, Milkman, pleass leave 114
iextrn quarts of milkk tomorrow as
‘we are having company., Mrs,
Olaus.”
.| “Ooodness,” sald Mr. Dilly, "Do
hu suppose we ars the compnny
1she expected?”
st we are do you thing we
(Wil have to drink all that milk?"
(azked Henry In alarm,
' Just at thls moment a funny
:atllle dwarf, his pockets bulging
ywith nails, hammer and Christmuos
olights, came Tushing up on the
iporch dragging yards of ribbon and
‘wires and tinsel behind him.
W tout of the wayl Out of the
ywayl” he shouted flercely. “How
,g?n I do anything with thousands
i Fmpla

standing in my way?'"
beg your pardon,” sald Mr,
. “Thers are only two of us
d a duck, We will gladly atep
El:l:‘t of your wulv if you'll tell' us
ere we can find Santa"
“¥ou'll have to look for yourself,"
mnapped the dwarl,
{ By this time the dwarf hnd drag-
'Eﬂ up a step ladder and wos tack-
‘g cﬁmum lights from one end
¢! the porch to the other.
{D‘:But, who are you?" asked Mr.
]

W T am Palriek  Tweedlthnees,"
] the dwarf, “And if you have
| the party you are two dnys
jparly and might Just as well go

& agaln,
i “Joy, mulroy|" erled Serens, I
Vlove m party!"

" Tweedleknees looked at Serena
Iwith disgust. “I expeol there'll be
Ml Ekinds of queer charncters af
| party., Bubl even I didn't ex-
Jpct a talking duck”

i “Bhe's a rhyming duck boast-

‘sd nry.

! "Well, get her awny from here
| whatever she s—"

Buddenly n fine firm voloe cried,

“Tweedleknees!  Behave yourselfl"

And tiiere, striding up the steps,
was Santa Claus lumself, all red
nnd round and hoappy-faced.

Santa pulled Honey Into his srms
and gave him the finest hug he
hadl ever had, He shook hands with
Mr. Dilly and greeted BSerena,

“The party is not until day aft-
er tomorrow,” sald Sunta, "Bul wel-
come pnywny.'”

“We didn't know about the party,"”
protested Honry,

“Bul we will be glad to come
If we mre lovited! plped up Se-
rena.

Then Mr, Dilly explained to Banta
who they were nnd why they had
come: to Santn Land. I thought
you would know oll mngle and could
show me how to gel n rabhit out of
a hoat. “I'll never be a succossiul
maglelnn untl 1 ean do that"

“Well, now," snfd Snnta, I will
try to help you bub you must walt
until afier the party. We're so
busy getling things ready—"

"Ha!" snorted Tweedleknees, T'm
the only busy one.

“Don't mind ‘Tweedleknees, lnugh-
ed Bantn, “He doest’l mean any
of his harsh words. Come In now
and gel warm before the firp”

Seated before the tlre he told
them about the party he was hay-
ing, “All my friends have been
mnd nf me beeause they say they
never have any Christmas, So T've
Invited them herp for a Christ-
mng party of thelr own'

“Who are your friends?" asked
Heanty,

Santn threw out his arms, “Good-
noessl You know them all: the Hal-
lowe'en witches, the Enster bunny,
Tom Thumb, Red Riding Hood, Sim-
ple Slmon, the Seyen Dwarfs."

Honry's eyves nearly popped from
his head. “¥You menan those people
are really coming here?"

“Those nand many more. Every-
oneg 15 invited except the Wiggle
Waggled, They are some horrld
elves oven at a party so 1 sent
them no lnvitatlon. Now T must
go to the shops for awhile, Make
yourselves at home."

Alter Sants had gone Henry eried,
"Won't {6 be wonderful to go ta sueh
n party it

b M. Dilly dld not hear & word.
He wns staring af n dlitle black
box In a corner boyvond the chim-
ney. On (he box were two words,
They sald, "Santa's Mogle"

YOl my" whispered Mro Dilly
who loved maglo more than any-
thing An the world, “Do vou sup-
pose. Santa would mind if T took

one Lty pook Into his box?"
Next: A Torrible Loss.

Dream-House Bpecial—Here 15 0
Hdream house' made of cardboard,
pasta and paint to delight any litlle
girl, Easily made from astop-by-step
splchure Instructions, you stlll have
“Joks of time to make the house and
furnish it before Santa Clnus nr-

R2342 contiin complete muking dl-
rectlons, materinl requirements and
stop-by-step directions,

To obtain this pattern, send 200
in COINS, giving pattern pumber
your name, nddress and 2onp num-
ber to Peggy Roberts Capltal Jour-
nal 828 Musslon Street, San Fran-
tlsoo 3 Calll.
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