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AP Newileatures

DOUBLE TROUBLE

Chapter 15

Turk took his juckknile from i
ket and began to cut away Jay's
y shirt. Full consclousness wis
returning now, though hix brain was
dendened from chock and the terri-
ble pain. Turk bent and looked at
the blulsh-colored hole and than
took him by an arm and slipped

& homy hand benenth his side,

“Enxy now, boy. Orit yore teeth
T've got to roll you over,

A groan burst from Jay as he
went over on his face. Elen twist-
od his head sidewnys snd her hand
stroked his face ns ahe bent down
clode and kissed him. “Joe, for-

ve me” ahe whispered implor-

gly. “1 was angry., 1 don't care
what you've done or what you ever
o, I still love you. Don't die, Joe
Don't diel™

“He won't,” Turk sald. “But that'x
shore some hole where the bullet
game out in iront, Here, hand
me thet pan of water.™

His blg hands, deft with a rope—
pnd likely a running lron—were

ually deft with the bandages

itn he finkhed Jay lay on his
back, stripped to the walst, his
bandaged chest rising and falling
with each tortured breath

“Do you feel any better now,
Joe?" Ellen Handull ssked anxjous-
51. 8he had not moved from where

¢ sat by his head

“Muech,” hs got out. *I'l be all

L

i Oh'. Lord, he prayed, I hope 1
don't Sﬂ fever and start babbling
about Joe|

“We've got to gob him to n doc-
r" Ellen sald. “It's fifteen miles
the ranch and twenty-five more
to town. That's an elghty-mile
und trip and Doc Stannifer s top

id to make it."”
s “We enn't move him tonight”
Turk replied. “He's too weak and
full of shock from that blg rifle
bullet. Hut we can't risk a fever
and I think tomorrer mornin' Har-
ry an' me can rig 0 travols to haul
bim to the ranch. It's about as ensy
A 0 wagon an' we got plenty of
blankets,"

“Who do you think did i, Turk?”

rry asked.
{ "Well” Turk replled, scratching
bhis red head thoughtfully, "I got
& huneh It was—"

“Miguel” whispersd Jay.

“Whos Miguel?" Elen asked,

"Why, he's » sort of Mexican , ,

“He's Lucla’s lover,” Jay whis-

red again, “He was Jenlous be-

use T danced with her”
. He wns glad of the lie. Swinner-
ton hud snld that Peg Bmith was
Wwarking for Randall and Ellen had
Bald it too, bitterly. Jay didn't want
r:m\nil to go on the rampage and

t Into trouble with Smith. The
miun would turn an him and shoot
him in the back as he had boasted
of doing to s0 many others.

“Bhore,” Turk ngreed very quick-

, T reckon thet'’s wo It was™

turned to Ellen. "Seems to me
Miss Randall, you'd ought to be
gettin' bnck to the ranch. A line
eabln ain't no place fer a couple of
youny Incien AYrY ean stay here
an’ give me a hand."

"We'll do nothing of the king*
came two fominine volees, Bllen anid,
“I'm going to stay right hers and
st over him nll night, Turk. 1
wouldn't leave him if the ranch waa
burning down.”

“All right™ Turk agreed reluc-
tantly, seratching his ahock of flam-
ing halr agaln. "My bunk's kinda
narrer fer two but you twe kin
aleep in it, taking' turns. Harry an'
me will take a couple blankets an’
bed down In the feed ahed on the
grain™
nocding to Harry,

“I feel so rotten, Mary" Eien
whispered so that the sound would
not carry. “1 rode uﬁ here all the
way just to accuse him of loving
that Spanish girl | . . snd & few
minutes later he wan ahot”

“You love him very much, don't
you dnrling?" Mary asked.

He ross and plcked up his ritle,

“Mare than anything else In all
this world, He ;;mmh with me,
he's even slapped me, but there's
something In his wild, untamed na-
ture and that handsome face of
his that goes through me like a
knife every time I think of it, As
soon ax he gets well enough I'm

going to marry him and Dad candon St, San Prancisco 6. Calif
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