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hundred yards away. Mosleys sa-
loon squatted on a corner.

They swung down and clanked
kito the coolness and Mosley came
ovr, a big easygoing man in a
dirty white apron. "Don't say It,"
he chuckled. "This weather is too
hot to drink whiskey. It's beer
weather from the word go. You boys
get "em loaded all right?"

Jay nodded. "They'll be in the
Gulf by tomorrow morning and
ready for transfer to outgoing ves-
sels. That's surt one Job I wouldn't
want."

Moseley hart been busy draw-
ing mugs of foaming beer. He pu!
one In front of Jay and said, "Sav.
that reminds me, Jay. The station
agent was down here a lew min-
utes ago looking for you. Got a
telegram for you. I told him he'd
better leave it here; said if he
went traipsln' out there on foot
around them steers they'd likely
run him down and make mince
meat outa him." He reached into
the till and brought out a yellow
paper. "Here you are."

Jay said. "Thanks," and took the
telegram. He moved on a bit fur-
ther along the bar and heard Perk's
significant chuckle. "One of them
blllie doo's from some skirt, heh?"

Jay opened the missive and read
the agent's handwriting. It read:
Jay Allison. White Oak Ranch, Mud
Bank, Texas. It is Important that
you come here at once concerninga matter I cannot mention. Tell no
one about this and contact James
Swlnnerton, Ashbury, Texas.

Jay put the crumpled paper In
l shirt pocket and picked up his
drink of beer. Ashbury. That would
have to do with Joe. his twin
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brother, since Joe's last letter to
him had been from there. Jny
thought of the terrible humidity
here, of the malaria and scurvv and
pellagra, and wished now that he
had gone earlier In the year when
Joe had begged him. Thevd never
been separated before, but at the
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