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(Chapir 30)
As Derria emerged from the build-

ing, she came to an abrupt step.
She had caught flashing glimpse
of Dr. Bayles before he vanished
In the crowd! There were fewer
people between them now, and with-
out actually running she began to
overtake him

He stopped as she called his
name,

"Why, Derria." he exclaimed In
surprise at the sight of her, "whai

re you doing here?"
' Trying to catch up with you."

Bhe waited to get her breath. "When
did you get back?"

"This afternoon. Say, It's funny
running into you like this. I in-

tended getting in touch with you
as soon ax I reached home. I
haven't been back there yet. It's
Jucky meeting you like this."

"Did you manage to find out
anything about those capsules
how the arsenic got Into them?"
Derria asked.

"Yes. That's the very thing I
wanted to see you about. It hasn't
been out of my mind since Dr.
Reitiy came and told me what he
had discovered. I decided to Ret
In touch with the Madison Com-
pany. At first I dldnl meet mull
much success. Then, while I was
talking to one of the men In their
mailing department, I got on the
track of some very curious Infor-
mation."

"You found out how the arsenic
got into the capsules?" Derria In-

terrupted.
"Not right then." Bayles answe-

red "But It opened up a new train
.of thought. I think, Derria, you
were right when you once said that
a lot of things that were happen-
ing must have a connection. There
is a connection and a very definite
one. Derria, there's something I
want to show you. Since I've saved
myself a trip out to your place,
could you go now?"

"Of course." she replied. "If von
wins us mat important.He nodded. "We'll have to take
A cab. '

They found one at the next cor
ner. Dr. Bayles gave the driver an
aadress; then he learned back
against the cushions.

"I hope H won't take too Ions
I was on my way to Holway's place
wnen i saw you.

"This won't take long." Dr. Bayles
answered. "But I doubt If ahei
what I show you, you U want to set

.jiuiway again.
"Hoiway? What do you mean?'
"He's in this thing. Derria all

wie way. - Dr. Bayles sounded seri-
ous. "But I want you to be con-
vinced for yourself."

Derria was stunned by the Im-

port of the doctor's remarks. With
a start she noticed tin they had
veered away from the heavier traf-
fic and were now In the tenement
district near the river.

"Here you are, misier." The cab
driver stopped.

Wordlessly she walked beside Dr
Bayles until the latter stopped be-
fore the dilapidated step leadingto one of several brownstone build-inn-

The entrance hall looked even
less prepossessing than the exterior.

thought, almost wishing she
hadn't come.

Derria felt II, at ease. "What
now?" she finally asked.

"Sit down, Derria." Dr. Bayles
continued standing where he was.
"And listen to what I've got to say "

Startled, she obeyed.
"Its been gratliying, my dear,to see the trust that you've Im-

posed In me. Once or twice I was
really afraid that you might stumble
on the truth. That we were obligedto kill Ruth Hamilton was a re-

grettable incident, but she had seen
and heard too much. It was neces-
sary to silence her. We had no bel-
ter luck In front of Zimmerman's
that nightl I finally became neces-
sary that I look after this little
matter myself. You see, Derria. It
wouldn't be safe lo allow vou to
go blundering about any longer."

As the full force of the disclosure
overwhelmed her. Derria felt frown
Into stone. All speech failed her:It could not be. The ghastly humor
of the Joke struck her. Here all this
time she had been confiding In this
man whom she had considered her
iriena. how amused he must have
been at her childish attempts al
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detection.
"You're mad." she finally man-

aged as her heart stopped Its' vio-
lent pounding. "Utterly and com-

pletely mad. Or is this, too, some
hideous trick?" One glance at his
face told her he was In complete
earnest.

"No," she said as if to herself,
"It's no trick. But why," she sud-

denly burst out, "havt you done
all these things?"

"Because of the two things I
have always worshipped power,
and wealth with which to wield It.
Accidentally you stumbled onto the
great organization I had developed,
and unwittingly sealed your own
late, i anew it irom tne iirst, as
I knew what the end would be."

"And the laundry and Nick
Thorax place they were all part
of this?"

Dr. Bayles nodded
A suddden thought struck Der-

ria. "Of course, that accounts for
the capsules! Is that how Maria
died?"

"Maria knew more than was good
for her to know. At first she kept
things to herself, but I began to
worry when she visited you that day
f knew it wouldn't be safe to trust
ner any longer."

"You're very certain of yourself.
Dr. Bayles. But do you think my
death will be as easily explained as
these others?"

"It won't be difficult." He might
have been speaking of papering a
room. "You will merely disappear,
and questions will be asked for a
time. In time you will become Just
one more unsolved disappearance.
xou can rest assured that your body
will never be found. But" he moved
away from the door "our time Is
up. From his pocket he drew a
hypodermic. "I have provided you
wun a painless way out. You will
merely go to sleep."

As he advanced, Derria began to
oack away irom him. She felt mes
merized, unable even to scream.

To her hypnotized gaze the doc-
tor had assumed monstrous propor-
tions. He seemed to fill the whole
room. She hung on the edge of a
great abvss from which there was
no return. The next moment she
would plummet down . . .

(To be continued)
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trance. She was taken to the
Albany General hospital for
treatment. The injured girl il
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Albany A Madison school
fourth grader. Marjorie Griffin,

received a broken leg when
classmate fell and knocked

her over near the school en
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