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AP Newalsatures
Chapter 28 my LIggs.
| The ringing of the telephone| “Borry, it can't be done” he re-
| halted Nick Thora In the corridor.|plied. “Orders.”

Re-entering his olficn, he took up
the recelver, "Yes?" He spoke
frritably, Gradually, as he listened,

his manner underwent = c.hmnst!‘.
ni-|

Once or twice he nodded W
firmation of whut he was belng
told

“You've got It stralght what

[ don't know what you're talk-

Ing about, bul T want my laun-
dry.” Derria spoke aharply, be-
to feel lrritated. “Let me

menk Lo the proprietor,” ahe sald
attempting to push past him.

“He isn%t here,” he answered,
looking at her curiously. “I'm afrald

you're to do?" the volce ul the ather|he won't be baek for a long. long

end asked, “We don't want any|[Mme.  Say," be leancd lorward to
mistakes.” |ket n beiter look, “haven't 1 seen

Rushing out of his ofllce, notiyou somowhers recently? Sure,
even bothering to shut the doar,|that’s it" he suld as memory sud-

he began to give hurried instruc-
tions to several men working in

denly dawned
{that came lo see

"You were the girl
Nlck Thora one

tha chapel. “One of you fetch the day, but you wolldn't walt.,™
hearse around to the front, then| Derrla drew back a step,  Récol-
get that casket out of here, ;uu.-llnn:!-wn came  flooding over her.
step on AL You may still havellt wns the man who had been
time. If not, you know what to|wearing the light gray fedora, the
do.” one who hnd attempted to ques-
There wis no longer any gues-|tion her,
tion in Thora's mind, The thing| “What are you doing here?” she
he hnd so often feared wos anp|asked. Mentally, she measured the
notuality. Thix was the pay-off.|distance to the door. As If read-
Back in his office, he began to|lng her thoughta, he moved be-
gather up various papers and | lween her and It
records. Holding them owver the| I was nbout 1o nsk you
metal waste paper baskei, he pu'.the same thing Right now I'm
& match to them, dropping them|very Interested i anyone who
only when the flames almost|knows Chiris Harman
bhurned his hand “For yvour information.” Derrin
The faint sounds of commotion|answered, “I do not know him
drifted from the front of the build-{I don't know what your guestions

ing. Severnl patrol cars had con-
verged on the bullding from dif-
ferent directions, one of them pull-
ing up almost at right angles in
front of the hearse to cut off its
sscape,
Directly In front of the door, a
ping crowd watched the aston-
apectacle of a blazing cof-
fin. An inferno of leaplng tongues
of flames, fed by the embalming
fluld, greedily licked at the pol-
ished aldes of the casket, turning
its flery outlines Into a gigantic
arange pyre,

Now, while the police were oc-
cupled, would be his opportunity
to get away. The side entrance
would be his best bet

He swung around sl
of the volce behind him.

“Golng somewhere, Nick?" |t
asked. Nick had never seen Lisu-
tenant Fletcher bofare, but recog-
nited him instinctively for what
he was,

“What do you want?" Thom
asked sharply. “I'm in a hurry.
Yon‘l:l_ have to sce me some other

e,

"I'm afrndd that'll have to wait,
Nick." Flotoher advanced Into the
room, “You're under arrest, a Jit-
tle question eof murder. 1 must
caution you that anything you say
m;ﬁ be wsed agalnst you."

ptcher slowly drew a sel of
handcuffs from his pocket, De-
liberately he extended his hand.
*Will you come quietly or wear
these?™

Thora shrugged. “I'l eame nlong
to humor you. You'll e you've
made a very serfous mistake ™

‘I risk 1t Fleteher replied,
#8 he accompanied the other out

the sound

*It wns a good try but it didn't
ite work, Nick." He Indicated
the coasket, Although b n d 1y

iare leading up to and I hardly see
| heoywe
]I merely. left some laundry here.
{That &8 what one customarily does

they concern me Anyway.

{In a laundry. Since you refuse to
give It to me, I'l have to Jeave
without it, Now, if you don't
mind—" 8he started in the direc-
ton of the door.

“Just a moment" The words
were an order. “I'll have to ask
you lo leave your name and ad-
dross"

“Can you give me any good

reason why I ahould?" She faced
him squarely.
“Yes. Ever hear of the PBI?

And In cnse you're still in doubt,
thiz 1s my identification*

Dortin locked at what he held
In his hand,

“Salisfted?" he asked.

“Yes" she replied softly, "I'm
satisfied, Now what do you want
w know?"

(To be continued)
e it

scorched, with fnint streamers of
emoke still rising from (he witer
dampened wood, the [lames were
out, A elly fire department truck
stood at the curb.

Fletcher pushed Thora into the
awnlting police sedan, and got in

P B bed

open the door at
the mhcr{;'hum!n'. Although at
first she eould hear nothing, ahe
had the feeling that she was belng
wialched. EBhe didn't know quite
what to make of it. The door to
Owena' lttle office stood alar, and
the room Was apparently as emphy
aa the reat of the bullding. Curl-
oslty drew her toward it
pamewhere she heard the loud tiek-
Ea- of n e'lnr,k' ‘?ho did nrl hear

e approach of the man who sud-
denly stood beslde her.

“Oh!" Derrin drew back, “You
shouldn't sneak up on people like
dhat. You Just about scared me
to death™

“Looking for someotie, miss? the
man  saked quietly,  Somelhing
yagualy familiar about him eluded
Dwrrin. Somehow she felt that it
wis important for her to remem-
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All-Day Dress—This searon s vor-
slon of the shirtwalst dress you can
wenr everyday! Large pockets punc-

tunte the hipline . .. front and back
pleats  furnish fresdam In netlon

A new collar cut adds neckline
Intereat,

No, 2073 1a cut In sizea 14, 16, 18,
40, 38, 38, 40, 42, 44, 48, 48 and B0,
Size 18, § yda, 30-in,

Just out! The PFALL- WINTER
FASHION BOOK presenting fmsh-
lons they are wearing now and new
atyles to come. Over 150 practical,
easy-to-sew, up-to-the-minute pat-
tern designs for all ages. Remem-
ber, it's smart to sew your own and
Ve money. Order your copy now,
prive Just 20 centa

To obtain this pattern, send 2bc
in COINS, glving pattern number,
your name, address and rone num-

“I'm only trylng to find some-
one to give thin 10" She extended

the laundry slip. “I'd like 0 go

ber to Peggy Roberts, Capital Jour-
Anl, 828 Mission Street San Pran-
thea 3, Calll

PATTERN Nos. RIBG-ZHEI
Crocheted Bed Jacketa—Here s a
wonderful gift 1o any “iady In wait-
Ing." Mother and baby will be sit-
ting pretty when wearing these
wdorable  crocheted  matchmates
Haby's saoque Is n miniature edi.
Hon of mother's bed jacket

Pattern  Envelope No R2sed
famall medium, large siaes includ-
ed) and 883 both eontain complete
erocheting instructions, stiteh lius-
trations, and material requirements

To obtaln thes pattern, send 20c
In QOINS, giving pattern number
your name, addresa and sone nume-
ber o PfI‘n Roberts, Capital Jour-
nal 838 Mission Btreet S8an Fran-

fis0o 3, Callt
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