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The HOUSE on

AP Nownlsatores

LILAC STREET

by FRED BAYARD i

(Chapter 26}

Morris Dichlman crosacd the dia-
et attormney's office and shook
nnds with the DA

“Hope I didn't keep you walt-
ng? Diehlman sald.

“Not at ali, 1 belicve you know

werybody except Dr.  Reldy”
e DA, indicated the others al-
eady seated

Diehlman nodded as the intro-

fuctions were made, then seated
Umaell,
“We've gob a big cake on our

" The D.A. nllowed his eyes
o travel around the room. “I think
we can forgo the preliminaries. We
ull know that we are face lo fnce
with a ruthlesa gang of criminal
svho have been cleverly organised

That such o syndicate could exist|

fantastic
evidence

it first seemed — well,
Now, howeyer, on the
orought to lght, there can
er be any doubt elther of Iis
xistence or it magnitude.

“By plecing together Lhe work
sf wvarfous investigations we have
some to one concluslon, Thelr busl-
sess has been widespread murder-
nurder for a price. Polson seems

%0 have been their favorite weapon, e

hough they haven't hesitated to
sther forms of violence. It pretty
wident that they are the source of
e counterfelt currency that haa
wen flooding this and nelghbor-
1wod states ™

He walted for & moment, When
80 one spoke he went on,

“We're getting ready to elose in
m the lesser Iry that make up the
wgunization. In some Instances we
we pretty certain of the names
o the ringleaders, but we daren't
nake & move untll we're aure, We
san't risk an acquittal. Investiga-
wors are working on this angle now.

“As you know, gentlemen, thix
affice has far several manths been
working on virlous aspects of this
mse without nny comprebension of
the insurance fraud angle, Then
when Mr. Dichiman and Mr. Kent
8] hed me on behalf of the

r companies affected, we real-
imed that you had unwittingly given
an the clue that would become the

e to crack this gang. You've

rmitted us to consult vour files—
giu on death claims where you've
paid up. They've disclosed a strange
pattern, Each vietim has died of

umonis, gastric-enteritis or a
aeart attack, and in each case, prior
to death, considerable Insurance has
oeen placed on his life,

“Obviously some members of the
insured’s family In ench ouse have
sooperated with the gang, By count-
ing on such persons’ cupldity and
greed, the ring hax achleved aue-
aess—for a time. Now this standard-
med method of killing haa proved
the one blg mistake that means
thelr downfull,

“All the companies have also had
& number of eclaims for double In-
demnity where denth was due to
violence, You mentloned a case to
me that oceurred only the other
day?" He looked at Diehlman. The
latter nodded.

“¥es, It was on A man named
Warnock. The policy had been writ-
t#n by one of the ngents we were

bodies,” Dr, Adams addressed the
othera. “We have found traces ol
arsenie {n every one of them, Now
& person sulfering from arsenical
polsoning  simulates  poneumonis,
gastro-enteritin or heart allment, de-
pending on the method and guan-
Lity of polson administered. IL was
A smart angle, but they overlooked
one thing, They didn't count on
the fact that arsenic nlso ecanses
the tissues to remaln unususlly well
preserved Being metal, arsenic
never decomposes; and in examin-
ing the remaing we've been able to
discover the exsct amount of the
dossge which eaused death. They
did not apparently kill outright,
but poisoned the vietim over a long
period of time*™

He turned toward

Reldy. "1

the others

Dr.

iwoild like vou to tell

Iwhat vou told me the other night
nojSomehow 1 feel it
{bearing on

has a delinite
the case™

“Il be glad to, for what s
worth. I happened to mention it
to Dr. Adams when 1 saw him
AL s meeting of the local medical
nageiation  the other night, and
he tlhouuin you might be inter-
ated *

He

small

tonk out of his
cardboard box he
viously shown to Derria. Briefly
he related the events |eading up
to his discovery that the capsules
contalned arsenic

“Unfortunstery 1 find that Dr.
Bayles s out of town for a few
days, but when he comes back hd
may be able to anmslst us™

“Have you written to the Mad-
Isom Cempany about this?"

“1 did guu-er than that—1 went
to see them. They ndmitted it
was like the snmples they've been
sending out recently, but were at
A loss to explain the arsenic. They
promised to invesfigate, and let me
know. I doubt if It'll come to any-
thing, though.”

“IUs a very Interesting point,” the
DAL agreed. "Waould you leave the
box of capsules with me?"

“Of course,” Reldy sald, “and
i T hear anything further, I'1l let
you know right nway.”

“I'd apprecinte it i you would.
Well, that seemy b bring us all
pretty well up to date. As soon
as 1 recelve certain additional in-
formation I've been waiting for,
we ean make our nrrests, Youll be
wetting n onll from me ™
“To Be Continued)
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suspiclous of, We'd previously agrecd
that any cases written by these
men  should come under ecnreful
sorutiny. There wos n definite slip-
up in this Warnock case, They got
& bit too eager, or maybe they were
Just too sure af themselves. At any
rate, only n fow doys nfter the pol-
ey was lssued, he dled in a motor
socldent—or so L appeared until
we had a report from the medical
examiner. This proved conclusively
that the man was dead when he hit
the water, that he couldn't have
recelved the injuries to his head
and neck In the course of the ac-
eident. He'd been deliberately mur-
dered. In fact, ho'd been dend sev-
eral hours before the car went into
the pit, and they skilifully framed
it to look like an accldent In the
ordinary course of events, we would
never have questioned 11"

“T wondered, Dr, Adama, if vou
would give us a report of the fur-
ther steps which have been taken,”
the district atlorhey asked. “1 had
hoped that the medieal examiner
himselt could be hete today, bul
that wasn't posajble

“We have to date obtalned ex-
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New Coat Dress — A woman's
choles . ., . the easy-to-get-into
cont dresa!

No, 5006 Ix cut In sines 13, 14, 16,
18, 20, 36, JK, 40, 42 and 4. Size
18, 3% yda. 54-in.

Juwt out! The PALL-WINTER
FASHION BOOK pressnting fash-
lons they are wearing now and new
styles to come, Over 150 practical,
opsy-lo-sew, up-to-the-minute pat-
tern designs for all ages. Remem-
ber, it'S smart to sew your own and
save money. Order your copy now,
et Just 30 cenls

To obiain this pattern, send 26¢
in COINS, giving pattern number,
your name, address and aone num-
ber (o Peggy Roberts, Capital Jour-
nal, 828 Mission Street Sam Fran-
cloo 3, Calil

W2t

Clever Dishrloth—Crochet a di-
minutive dancer’s frock (n red-and-
white or green-and-natural colton
and you have n gay disheloth, as
practical as i1 is pretiy. A "natural
|for shiowers or hasaars the eloth i
|"Rilng-up” by the shoulder strapa,

Pattern Envelope No. R 2730 con-
tains orocheling instructions, atiteh
tllustrations and material require-
mernita

Ta obtaln s patlern send e
m COINA giving pattern niimber
WOl name. address ang pone nim-
| bet 10 Peggy Roberts Capital Jour-
| oad B8 Misslon Bireet San Fran-
| etseo 3. Calif
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