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AP Newrlecturns

The HOUSE on LILAC STREET

by FRED BAYARD

(Chapter 24}

Hald Scott, halled » cab. He
sald “Times Square” and got in-
aide. He watched carefully but was
eertain he had not been fojlowed

Paying off the cab, he atrolled
into the lounge of s hotel. Then
out the back way, Into another
cab to Grand Central Station,

Wasting no time, he removed his
hat and felt under the lesther
band, extructing n small strip of
paper. After reading the message
he pulled out his lighte
and watched the paper curl to &
brown crisp.

He took out hin notebook and)

tted down several lines, ‘Tear-

out the sheet, he folded it and |

nserted it under the hat band
Hix next moye wiuy to make for
the lockers, He took oul s key
opened one, and removed n brown
fedora, As he wus In the nct of

tting it on, & man sorting some
uggage in the locker next to hix
looked up and grinned,

“That's a smart ldea, bud. The

rain would sure have made a mess|

of that light felt
were wearing”

When Derrin and Barah reach-
ed home Dr. Bayles' ear wis stand-
ing in front of the house.

He greeted them. “I haven't seen
you in Pine Hill for several days,
and ['ve been so busy I've had no
chance to run over, What's new?
Anything?

“Things have boen happening |
thick and fast” Derria answersd
“But tome Inside for a momerit
I imagine you're wied to belng up
Jots Inter than this

BTy one you

Derrin tried to remain calm, o
think where Dr. Bayles could be at
this Ume of night.

“Get me Dr. Reldy, Instend.” she
|asked the operator. This time she
wis more successful. When she had
finlshed expliining the urgency of
the situntion, he promised (o be
right over, and he was as good as

his word.

“It's only falr to tell you, Dr

Reldy,* ahe sald as ahe opened
“that Dr. Bayles is our

the door
physician. 1T waa un.lb'.c to reach
Miss

him, a0 I called you'
That's perfectly all right,

quite understand your

position,” he replisd

{Martin, I

After the examination, ho sald:
“She's suffering from asomething
|very much lke ncute indigestion,
However, the worst of the attack
Is paat, 80 there's nothing to worry
about. 1M Jeave you some powders
to glve her, and {n a day or so
she'll be as good as new. 1 would

ndvise you to have her stay in bed

tomorrow, though *
Dr. Reldy picked up a small box
from the night table beside the

bed

“Did she ofton iake these eap-

miles?™ he asked Derrin

“Why ahe exclaimed in mur-
prise “thodss are the ones Dr Hayles
left un tonight. Fe renlly left them
for me, but I didn't take any."”

“There seens to be only one

missing.” Wr. Reldy went on, “If
you didn't take it, ahe must have
|1 wonder where he got them?" he
rellected

He unserewed one of the cap-
sules and tasted a bit of the pow-

“Whal's all this about,” he asked I der.

purzled,

“She was knocked down by m
car tonight,” Barah spoke up be-
fore Derria could answer. It
nothing less than a miracle that
she wnsnt killed.”

Dr. Bayles looked troubled, “I'm
beginning toe think you're right
and I've been wrong about some
of the things that have been golng
on, You must ise me, young
lady, that you'll be more careful.
Don't go wandering around alone."

*Dan't you think you should pye-
noribe & mild sedative?” Sarnh ank-

“That mighint be a bad iden'"
he agreed over Derrla's prolests
“IM Jjust step out to my car. I
lelt. my things in it"

“I'm sorry," he sald when he
relurned, “1 don't seem to lhave
what I wns looking for. However"
~—he held out a small box—"these
ahould do Just ns well" He look
out a white capsule and held it to
the light. "“This stuff Is a sample
of a new type of aspirin that the
Madizon Company has m-w!n;mi
"Blodal,” they call It, They've sent
these out to all the members of
the medical profession, It's quite
safe If you follow the directions on
the box. Its all T have with me"

he ndded logetioally.
“That's lvi)oo? Derr:n took
"I don't really

I wonder® he aald looking nt
the little white mound on the palm
of his hand, "If you would mind
letting me take this box with
me. I'd like to examine these more
closely”

"By all means” Derrin  replied
“¥ou don't think it was the cap-
sule that made Sarah sick?"

“Right now I can't say. In any
event, I'll let you know. 1If wou
ke I drop by tomorrow and see
how she's getting along, though
I hardly expeot ('l be necessary
Just . Klve her that stuff I left with
you”

“Thank you." Derrin replied. “171
show yaut out, Doctor.” And she
preceded him down the stairs,

(To Be Cantihusd)

the box from h1m

think 1 need anything. I won't
have any trouble getting to aleep
tanlght."

‘Do whatever yoit think best. 1

bnhl\-‘ see you in oa day or so

nlgm. Indies”

MtneLhinu had awnkened Der-
ria. It seemed to come from Sar-
ah's room

Sarah's volee sounded faintly in
reply to her hurrled knock. The
housekeeper hnd gotten out of bed
and was half sitting, halt lving In
tho lurp chalr bealde it. Her face

ghwatly greenlsh hue
nhl What's happensd? Bar-
IU1:'lne|'|'||l bent over her fran-

Sarah opened her eyes wilh an
effort, seemingly unable to move
her head.

“Derria?™ her U formed the
words. “I'm so slck My stomach
—my throat—" Her hands crept to-
ward her neck.

“Here," Derrin snid.  “I11 help
you back Into bed; then 111 eall the
doctor ™

Derria ran down the stalm two
al & Hme. She dinled Dr, Bayies'
number and heard the ateady ring
of the bell at the other end.

*Borry," the operntor's volce
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