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(Chapter 30)

An hour later she went into the
\bathroom and washed her face,
'Reentering the guest room, where
she nnd Gertrude were staying, ahe

paused at one of the windows which
overlooked the terrmce, Absently,
she stared st the deck chalrs, both
of which were now empty, and
then ns heér gase strayed [arther
she gasped. A man and a girl
stood at the fringe of the wood-
Jand that seml-clrcled Dennly
hotise. The girl was Oertrude and
the man , . . was stmeone she had
never scen before.  As  Priscllia
stured at them, wondering who he
could be, the man  grasped Ger-
trude's arm roughly, His Intentlon
was unmisiakable, He was going
to hurt her in some way.

Priscllly raced downstairs, “Come
qulck!” ahe sald breathlessly to a
startlel Tom ns she went through
‘the kitehen, Tom did not hesitate,
He had caught up with her by the
time she reached the back porch,
Togethier they ran across the ter-
race townrd the woods and were
nlmost there before the strange
‘man saw them. He turned immedi-
ately, dropping Gertrude's arm, and
yatarted back into Woodland.

As Priscilla and Tom reached the

lnce where Ciertrude stood, rub-
'bing her arm, & sharp, snapping
sound onme Irom f.]“.‘ denseness of
cuncltared thileket back among the
trees,

Suddenly volces stemed to  be
‘eoming from everywhere. In the
(exeltement about the stranger, Pris-
ollla had not heard the sound of a
onr in the front driveway.

“Hello," sald Dennds' volee, “What
are you nll doing stonding here?"
The three of them jumped as Uf
they were puppels operated by one
string, Prisellln, turning around,
saw to her surprise that Dennls
was not nlone. Danlel was with
him, Danlel Keént, who had said . . .

Dennls, to Priseilln’s further con-
fusion, wik not looklng at her and
Gortrude and Tom any more. He
seemed to be looking nl somebody
in bnck of thom,

YGood ! Dennls was saying, “Con-

atulntions, Duffy, He was smil-
ng, Priscilln whirled around Lhe
ather way in time to see Inspector
Dufly pleking his way out of the
thigket

“Come back here and give me
a hand with him, will you?" asid
Duffy gruffly, “I had to put n
biillet in his leg sand now he ean'l
walk, or thinks he can't."

Danlel and Dennis helped In«
spector Duffy drag the man from
the thicket and earrled him halfway
down the drivewny, where their
task wis taken over by two police-
men. Priscllln, Gertrude, and Tom
had followed as far as the lerrage

und now  stood, stlll speschless,
III\I'INT'. Gertrude  found her al-
wiys llvely tongue [irst,

“Whew!" she sald, dm{)plng Into
the deck chalr she had left, “Let's

all. have o drink first and ex-
slanutions  second,  third, and
aurth,”

“I'm wfrdld we haven't Ume for
anything,' safd Dennls, as he and
Danlel reached the group on the
torrnce. *We need Priscllin to go
biok to town with us, Dorn has
been hurt and . .,

“Dorl" Prisellian exclaimed, more
bowlldered than ever,

“We'll expluin on the way," sald
Dennls, “I know this all seems
orany, butb just tnke it for granted
und come on,

The story, saccording to Danlel's
rapld nccount, wns this, Dora had
been lured outside the grounds of
the home, where a strange man had
thoroughly beaten her,

Danlel wound up bitterly, “all for
& bar of candy.” He sighed and
then, as Dennls concentrated on
driving and Priscllla remained si-
lent, he continued,

HAnyway, the whole thing begina
to fit togother, ns Dennls saw very
quickly, I . . . I'm beginning to
be very sorry for what I said to
i‘cu two the other day, bul T honest-
¥ thought . . . under the cireum-
stances , | ., you two belng in love
and all that . . "

“Thnt's all right, Porget it.," sald
Priscllln quickly, "But how does It
all {1t together? T atfll don't see
entlrely , , "

“It's lke this," sald Dennls, driv-
ing more slowly ns they entered
the town. “The man who tried to
kil Dora Is Lhe man who killed
Kenneth, ‘The pollee have had »
dragnet thrown out for him alnee
Inst night and this afternoon they
g(ot n Hp that he was In the nelgh-

srhood of my house. '

{from the first hold-up, then refused

Dennls drove Into the hospital
drivewny and parked, “To make
It brief,” he sald., “They're un-
doubtedly checking his fingerprints
at headguarters now and — i they
check with these on the knile—
he's Rale Oarlbon, wanted In Ban
Prunclsco for severnl robberies and
known to operate with two other
men, one of whom fits Kenneth's
deseription.”

“But why did this ., .
Carlson kill Kenneth?”

“1 don't know yet" sald Dennis
patiently, “but that's beside the
point right now, What you must
do s get Dora's story. The poor
kid’s been through a lot and she's
been frightened half out of her
mind” Dennis opened the door
an his side. “Bhe must have wit-
nessed the murder, else why would
the murdersr be 8o anxlous to have
her out of the way."

May 28th, the dreaded day of
the trial, came and went smooth-
ly. Dara was still in the hospltal,
but her statement had become a
part of the record. For two more
days the trinl went en but at the
end of the third day, Rafe Carlson,
under pressure from Dennfs, ad-
mitted that he had murdered Ken-
neth Kont. It yeemed that he, Ken-
neth, and a third man had held up
twa banks In San Franclsco. Ken-
neth had been wounded during the
second hold-up and, alter foreing a
doetor to trent his wound, the other
two men had brought him home!
But Kenneth, who had hidden the
major part of the money galned

, this Rafe

to tell his pals where he had hid-
den [t, Rafe had killed him for
his' stubbornness,

The jury, nfter deliberating eight
minutes, acguitted Priscilln. Kent
of the murder of her husband. As
she and Dennis left the courtroom
together, alig felt that they would
af Inst be allowed the happiness for
which they had walted xo long,

Dennls put his hand over Pris-
cllln's where It lny on the arm
of her chalr. “The bad things are
aver now and the good things are
coming.” He ralsed his glaas with
his free hand. “Let's drink to our
hnppiness , | . together."

“To usl" she sald soflly. The

Emerald Valley of her dreams was
now within her grasp.

(THE END)
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Fuud Pluy Plain—The two-plece
look for Fall features two fabrical
Populnr  plald=plain partnership s
o perfect oholce for this style
No, 2817 |a cut in slzes 132, 14, 18,
18, 20, 36, 38, 40, 42, 4, 45 and 48
Slze 18 skirt, 1% yds, M-in.; Incket,
2% yds B4-In.

Just ont!  The PALL-WINTER
FPASHION BOOK presenting fash-
lons they are wenring now and new
styles to come. Over 150 practieal,
ensy-la-sew, up-tn-the-minute pat-
tern designa for nll nges. Remember,
It's smart to sew your own and anve
money, Order your copy now, price
Just 20 cunts,

To obtaln this patlern, send 20¢
In COINS, giving pattern number,
your name, address and 2one num-
ber to Peggy Roberts, Capilal Jour-
mnl, B8 Mission Street, Ban Fran-

clseo 3, Callf,

AEALTHEUL RE

———4  Rulied

~_R2583

to You—Meet e first
days of autumn in this flattering
two-toned hat with matching bag.
Stiteh felt with contrasting colored
thread for an unusunl effect. The

sl 6 almple and Inexpensive to
make.

Pallern Envelope No, R3583 con-
talna tissuo pattern for hat and
bag, sewing and finishing ihstric-
tHons and materinl requirements,

To obitain this patiern, send 20c
in COINS, glving pattern number,
your name; address and 2one nium-
ber to Peggy Hoberts, Capltal Jour-
nay, 08 Misslon Street, San Fran-
olsco 3, Calll,
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YOU SEE, MARY: |
EVERYBODY
APPROVES! |

DAD ALWAYS WARNED ME THAT A
MAN WHO WOULD EAVESDROP WOULD
LIE ABOUT WHAT HE HEARD, MRS,
WORTH: - «BUT- - - LROSS MY HOPEFUL
HEART - « -HAVING YOU FOR A STEP-
MOTHER WOULD MAKE ME

VERY HAPPY!
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HOR ME ALSO,
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I:-1 MUST HAVE
TIME TO THINK: - + !
SURELY YOU UNDERSTAND
THAT ?!

BY HANGING LIP A BOTTLE
WITH A FIREFLY




