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(Chapter 26)
Prlscllla was startled. "Tell me

rVinfr.

"I don't know," she said leth-

argically, "what happened. They
tarted yellln' at him and I got
cared and hid under the staircase.
"Ohl" Prlscllla was so annoyed

t.ha nhiiri'x dullness she wanted
k o slap her, but there would have
t i een no justice in umt. wu,u
1'iot slap a child for having been
b orn stupid. She walked down the
1j iall to Kenneth's room and crept

oftly in.
He was not qutle asleep, "Ken-leth- ,"

she said gently.
"Yes, honey," he said, his voice

ull of sleep. Priscilla's heart was
ouched, although It was only pity
he felt when she heard him call
ler by a term of endearment. She
ould not, she knew then, ask
dm about the men and why they
tad yelled at him. He would not
ell her. She would have got no
ilace, and he would become frlght-ne- d

as he had when she tried to
uestion him before.
She leaned over him and took

IP lis face in her hands, Intending
o place a chaste flss upon nis
orehead. But suddenly it occurred
o her that such a kiss might hurt
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! lim more than comfort him, so she
u ilaced a little kiss on his Hps,

Irawlng back quickly and smiling
loodnight. She saw his expression
change and, feeling that she had
irought him happiness, she went to
ted with her mind almost at ease.

Everyone was asleep . . . except
' "riscilla, who lay staring into the

he May moonlight
.treamed in at the narrow window
ind touched Priscilla's coverlet with

' illver fingers, touched and beckoned.
' rlscilla felt Its power. Come out,

lome out, Prlscllla. Find your true-ic- e

F' .. . true-lo- ... in Emerald
alley. Prlscllla stirred uneasily,

1o matter how she turned, the
' k itrong, coarse sheet seemed to bind
p ler too tightly, much too tightly.

'She pulled the sheet off altogether
md, tucking It in carefully around

i . Dora, Prlscllla got out of bed.
Ten minutes later she opened the

hi Iront door which was easy for
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gl .here had never Deen a iock lor it
jy) nucn less a key and went down

. lie path to the silent street. Her
81 leart beat fast with a sense of ad- -'

' venture . . . and freedom. She
w lulled her white Jacket closely
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ct iround her as she walked toward
A 'he business district. Now to find

i telephone and call Dennis
11 It seemed that centuries passeda elween the time she called Den-l- c

lis and the time she was in his
irms, yet It could scarcely have
won more than 20 minutes. She
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prietors, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon
Hanna plan their opening. The
business will be known as the
Lebanon Seafood market, loca-
ted on south Main street in th
former war surplus building.
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Bv Gene Ahern

eft the telephone booth and walked
a nit of the drug store

y, although there was no one there
A 0 see her except a sleepy soda-jer-

w Is she stood on the corner and wnit- -'

id, she began to feel chilly and a

" lttle frightened. Suppose Mrs. Kent
ihould find her gone? Prlscllla

vi would never hear the last of It.
n But then . . . Kenneth was getting

etter. Wouldn't it be possible for
ler to leave him soon? Wouldn'ta me ever get away? Prlscllla pulled

a' ler coat closer and shivered.

"Kennethl" she whispered. There
was no answer. She found the light
switch on the wall, but the light did
not go on. Instead, suddenly a
thousand blinding stars smashed
together Inside her head and then
. . . darkness blacker than any
night enveloped her. Prlscllla lay
motionless on the floor.

Slowly, slowly Prlscllla returned
from the depths of black uncon-
sciousness to the lighter darkness
of Kenneth's bedroom. At first
she could not understand what had
happened, that she had been struck,
and then, as that fact began to pen-
etrate her mind, she whispered,
"don't hurt me, don't . . ." But
there was no reply from Kenneth.
There was, Indeed, no sound In the
room save her own breathing and
the pounding of her heart.

Prlscllla lay there for a mo-
ment with her eyes open and
then, as soon as she could gather
sufficient strength and courage
sne oegan slowly, cautiously to get
to her feet. Her head throbbed.
It felt as big as the house, Itself.
As she put her palms on the floor
to raise herself, the fingers of
rriscina's leit hand closed over a
small oblong object. It was sharp
and It was wet. She pushed it away
but, on second thought, she grabbed
it again, and then rose painfully to
a standing position. Her hand
found the light switch and this time
the light went on. She moved In
the direction of the bed.

At first she could see nothing In
the sudden brightness and then,
when she did see, she could not
believe. It was something Pris
cilia, Inexperienced In the matter
of violent death, had never Imag
ined nor envisaged Deiore . ,

the matted thickness of bloodv
blanket, the unrecognizable face
. . . the gaping gash that half-
severed head from body. When
she had left Kenneth earlier that
evening, his face had worn a peace
ful smile and now this , . . this
was what she had come back
to. Sobs rose in her throat and
she tried to fight them back, tried
to think what was best to do.

Prlscllla did not know she had
been screaming until she turned.
knife in hand, and saw them Mom
and Pop and Dora staring at her.

(To Be Continued)
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indispensable takes on
a new look by teaming two fabrics
Try the bolero in a checked fabric,
the skirt in a plain

together they total a smart suit.
alone, good separates.

Mo. zuui is cut in sizes 11, 13, is.
17 and 19. Size 13 skirt. 1 yds.

bolero, VA yds.
hummjsk is tne time lor Drettv

styles the Fashion Book the place
to Iind mem. Everytning vou need
for that wonderful two weeks with
pay. plus plenty of charming and
wearable fashions for town, country
home. The SUMMER FASHION
BOOK brings you over 150 pattern
designs for all ages and occasions,
and all designed for easy sewing.
'nee jusc m cents, uroer vour copv
now.

Send 25e hir PATTERN with
Name, Address, and Style Number
State Size desired.

Address Capliai Journal 552 Mis-
sion St., San Francisco 6, Calif.

R2697
Oro Slltch These enchnntlng

rose garlands worked In cross stitch
on household llnem, curtains,
blouses and aprons are perfectly
charming. The pattern Includes
three and one half yards of the
Insertion plus light Individual motifs

Pattern Envelope No. R2697 con-
tains n transfers for 3V

yards insertion and eight individual
motifs measuring a"i Inches; em-
broidery stitch Illustrations, color
chart and complete directions.

To obtain ti.t cmucih tend 20c
IN COINS giving pattern number
your name, address and zone num-
ber to Peggy Roberts Capital Jour-
nal. 828 Mission Street. San Fran-

cisco a Calif
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h Dennis' coupe drove
3 ip and, as soon as he leaped over

' onen the door. Prlscllla lumned
n. She couldn't wait to feel his
nearness. It seemed so long, so

a mielly long, since she had been
r rtth him. He kissed her once upon
p :ne mourn ana ner pulses raced with
c ;he motor as the car speeded toward
jj Emerald Valley.

It was not until the town clock
A itruck one that, Prlscllla waived

roodbye to Dennis and ran, like
the fair-tal- e heroine, back to her

j. place among the cinders. She let
nerself In through the perenlally

J unlocked door and stood Inside the
I ball for a moment listening. Silence!
tl What a relief It seemed quite prob-

able that no one had missed her.

j Softly she moved up the steps
Ind, walking on tiptoe, paused at

L Kenneth's door. No sound there,
c but ... a feeling of guilt, against
g nil logic, swept over her. Perhaps
j. he should look in on him. He

might be awake and he might
J: be in pain. Prlscllla went swiftlyJ on to Dora's room and returned
S In a moment, without her coat,
t and pulling her negligee on over
( her dress. If Kenneth la awake,
t she thought, he'll never know I've
J been out tonight . . , She opened

the door quietly and stepped ln-- i
lide.
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