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selves cosily on the couch, Dennis
arm placed protectingly about
Priscilla's shoulders.

"Why did you come back, Den-
nis?" she asked after a few min-
utes of silence. "Did It have any-
thing to do with me?"

"Yes, it had a great deal to do
with you," Dennis answered. "Ger-
trude wrote to me and your brother-in-l-

aw."

"Why, what did they . , ." Pris-
cilla began. She was really sur-
prised. It was surprising enough
to know that Gertrude had writ-
ten to Dennis about her, but James
. , . that was the most surprising
of all.

Dennis cleared his throat as II
In embarrassment. "Well, they
said," he told her, "they wanted
to let me know how you were
getting along. They told me that
your marriage wasn't working out
so well and that . . . that you
were expecting a baby."

"Yes," said Prlscllla, "I was ex-

pecting a baby, but . . ." Her mouth
twisted bitterly, as did her thoughts.
She could not say any more about
that.

"So I came back when I heard
the tilings that were happeningto you." He put his lips against
her hair. "When I left you that
night two years ago, I never thought
you wouldn't be safe," he said pas-
sionately. "I never dreamed that
anything bad would happen to you.
I guess I was thinking only of m-
yselfmy own problems and then
when I heard what was happening,I knew that I had been a fool to
go away. I couldn't bear the thoughtthat you were being hurt."

Priscilla put her head on his
shoulder. Then he had come back
because of her. It was a wonder-
ful thing to know, even If nothing
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