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"I took your gun," Jeff told htm.
Get up and sit in that chair."
Slug slowly raised himself. His

,aze was on Jeff. He backed slow-- y

to the chair and sat down. Jeff
pressed his question home while
.he man was still groggy,

"Slug, you killed Sam Tolson
and John Stover, didn't you?"

The effect of this was electric.
Slug's torpor vanished and he got
up from the chair. "No, by Ood-ire-

That's a lie."
Jeff stood before him accusing-

ly, the Colt pointed at his heart.
"I tell you I didn't do itl" cried

Slug. "You're tryln' to make me
own up to it to save that skunk
of a brother."

Jeff made a threatening motion
with the gun and Slug went on de-

fiantly.
"Go on and cock your gun I I

ain't goln' to confess to somethln'

(Chapter 38)

Connie sped to the back of thi
Itable on winged leet. Her neai.
was thumping madiy. her checfc.
were hot and tiie tears on he.
laahes were tears of Joy. Chuck-de- ar,

dear Chuck I

She seized the shadow which wat
Jeff by an arm. clinging to It tight-
ly.

"You must go at once. Jeff. When
this thing's settled you can come
back. You must come back!"

"Connie, I can't go until some
things are clear to me. How do
you know I'm not guilty?"

"Because I know who isl It's '

Bhe stopped.
"Yes. Slug Benjamin, of course.

I've got to find him, get the truth
from him. And if he won't con-

fess, I'll prove that he murdered
John Stover by that broken shoe
on his horse's left hind foot."

She could not hide her distress.
"Jeff. I wish you wouldn't. It's

I didn't do. I shot Orub. yes; shot
him before he could kill me. And

not safe to stay near Cougar; It's
only a matter of little time be
fore they find you've gone."

"T'vfl ant to. Connie."
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"If you stay, I'll stay with you,"
(he said iirmiy. ' wnere are you
going to look for Slug?"

"I've a hunch I can locate him
through Mike Pacheco. Mike
knows all the riff-ra- ff in and around
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I squeezed down a mite too hard
on that night deppity of John
Stover's. But it was that louse of a
Glenn Gleason that fixed it so's
I could escape. Why? So's he
could blame me for the dirty Jobs
he aimed to do!"

"You're lying like a dog!" cried
Jeff, and the hand which held the
gun was shaking.

Jeff turned his gaze on Connie.
She was watching him. her eyes
clouded with pain.

He said. "Connie, you must not
believe this. You Just can't. No
matter what Slug savs. the man
who did those murders rode a
horse with a broken shoe. I'll bet
my life we'll find that horse be-

longs to Slug."
Slug cried, "You crazy? You think

I'd carry an advertisement like that
around with me? For weeks? Good
Godfrey. Tvlerl Mv hoss is In the

He took her arm and they went
out the rear entrance and turned
to follow a course parallel with
the alley. They were behind Pa- -
eheco's saloon,

"I've got to get him out here,
laid Jeff. "But how?"

"I'll get him for you. I can send
aomebodv in to tell him that
man is waiting In the alley for
him."

Jeff got the gun which Chuck
shed out back; go out and exhad put in the saddle bags, and

with it In his hand went to the amine his shoes for yoreself.
(To Be Continued)back door of Mike's Place.

The door swung wide and Mike
Pacheco stood limned in the en
trance. 3010 jS,SIZB f Mh?)"Who ees?" he said, and stepped
outside.

Jeff reached out a long arm and
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clutched him by the shirt collar.
He Jerked Mike away from the en-
trance and kicked the door shut.

"Not a peep out of you, Pacheco,"
he warned.

He heard light footsteps behind
him and turned his head.

"It's me," came Connie's voice.
They entered the building which

was partly filled with empty beer
and whiskey kegs.

"Where's Slug Benjamin?"
"Wat you wan' weeth heem?"
"I'm going to pin a few mur-

ders where they belong."
"Slug ees not keel Tolson or

Stover. I swear eetl"
"If he can prove that, he has

nothing to fear from me."
"I'm take you to heem I"
Mike stepped Into the alley and

turned to the left. Jeff followed
closely, still gripping him, and Con-
nie marched beside Jeff. Mike pick-
ed his way along the alley for some
fifty yards, stopping behind a dark-
ened cabin. He gave a peculiar rap
on the door and almost Instantly
Jeff heard the noise of a bar being
removed. The door opened.

"That you Mike?"
It was Slug Benjamin's voice.

Jeff couldn't see the man, but he
knew Slug was standing Just with-
in the doorway, Slug spoke again,
and there was ludden suspicion In
his voice,

"Who's that with you?"
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brought his gun barrel down on
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"Light the lamp, please."
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"Sit down on the bunk, Mike,"
Jeff directed, and Mike obeyed.
Connie watched him closely, her
gun still in her hand.

Slug RToaned and opened his
eyes. For a few seconds they gaaedat Jeff without the light of recog-
nition In them; then Slug abrupt-
ly sat up, his hand feeling for his
gun.
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