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: (Chanter 17) had replaced the broken shoe.
He walked to the Town Hall

and was about to ascend the steps
when he heard a cheery hall and
turned to see Connie in the ranch
buckboard. He went to meet her
and took the hand she extended.

' Jett took the badge from Jeb
King's hands and pinned it over
the pocket ol his shirt. It was
Monday morning and they were in
Jeb's office at the bank.

Jeb said, "You know your duties
preserve law and order in cou congratulations. Mr. Marshal

He grinned and rubbed thegar. You'll lind some unfinished
business like the murder of bam badge with his sleeve.
Tolson and John Stover. She laughed: "I had to come to

town for some groceries and was
hoping I'd see you. Jeff, I think
It's grand you getting this Job.
I want to see you get ahead."

Jeff Rot up. "I guess I don't
have to tell you that I'm obliged
to you for the job."

"By the way, there's one chore
that I didn't mention." Jeb went
to the door, looked outside, then
closed it and returned to his desk.
"Every so often we have to ship,

"I reckon 111 lust plod alongon my hundred - and - twenty a
month. If I buy one cow every pay
day I'll have a pretty good herd
by the time I'm a hundred."gom. some time next ween were

due to ship and I might as well She looked away for a moment
tell you somethin about it. ana ne saw ner lips tremo e: then

sne looKea airectly into his eyes."You'll have charge of the move-
ment. If anything happens between jeu, nave you ever ever quar-

reled with Glenn?"
Glenn? Good gosh. no. What

Here ana tne express omce at uris-co- e.

it's your loss; once you turn
the shipment over to the express ever made you ask that?"
(Went, it's up to wells rareo. I don't know. I Just wondered.

. Well. I must run alone. Come' "I see. Between here and Bris
coe I'm responsible."
, "Not you alone all of us. But

out to the Crown when you can;
we'll all be anxious to know how
you're making out. "Bye!"there isn't much to be afraid of.

(To Be Continued)
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Ve use a light freighter with a
cancas cover. Two horses. The
gold is in a specie box, and in Aurora Plans Picnic

Aurora A committee wastne wagon witn it are two armea
guards, with another one on the
seat with the driver. You range
around on horseback, scoutin' before
and behind, and eKaminin' any-
thing that looks like it might hold
an ambush. With that kind of set-

up it would take an army to get it

chosen during last week to for-
mulate plans fo ra community
picnic. The date will be an-

nounced later. Chester Smith is
chairman of the committee, with
Arthur Mills, A. J. Zimmerman, iaway Irom you. ill teu you more

about it when were ready to ship. Elmer Jeskey and Lou GienauJeff went to the general store
and drew Hank Wolfanger to one assisting.
aide.

"Hank, have you any kind of pois
on in stock '

"Poison?"
"Yes. Arsenic, for instance.
"Gosh, no."
Jeff went outside and stood there,

thinking. A horseman swept into
the street at tne lar end ol town.
It was Chuck Gale. He sawJeff
and rode to the edge of the side
walk, and when he Jerked his head
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jell went down tne steps ana cross
d to him.

, "Just heard about your
said Gale. "Touch luck."

' "It's going to be tougher luck
for the gent that poisoned them
when I run him down."
' "Know what kind of poison It
JrasV"

"Arsenic"
', "Try the drug store at Briscoe."
Chuck nodded shortly and started
away: then he reined about ana
rode back to where Jeff was
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standing. "Here's a hunch, Tyler.
Don't go lookin' so far in the dis-
tance that you miss what's right
under yore nose."
( "Meaning what?"
( "Think it over."
' Jeff gazed after him, frowning.
The fellow couldn't possibly mean

J Why, It was ridiculous; as ab-
surd to believe that Glenn would
poison his cattle as that he would
help Slug escape or shoot Sam
Tolson. Jeff dismissed the thing
with an impatient gesture and
started for the alley behind Glenn's
place.

He walked down the alley to the
place when! John Stover had been
Shot. There were the prints of
many boots where men had milled
about tlie body, but if those of the
murderer were among them he
had no way of distinguishing them.
He walked to the buildings and cir-
cled them with his gaze on the
ground. Finally he came to a cor-
ner where a hoofprlnt showed and,
following, found several more.

Jeff followed the tracks until
he came to a soft patch of earth
where they were quite distinct.
There he squatted on his heels and
examined them closely. At once
he saw something which would Iden-
tify the horse without a doubt
unless the animal had been

On the left hind hoof was
4 shoe with an end calk broken
dff. He noted the print carefullyand got to his feet. Here was a real
olue to the killer's identity; all he
had to do was find the horse that
wore the broken shoe.

Crossing the street to Mike's place,
he stood at the hitching rack in ap-
parent idleness; but his gaze was
on the ground near the feet of
Chuck Gale's horse. The animal
finally hlfted Its position and he
had a good look at the left hind
print. It was perfect; it was' not
Chuck's horse which had made those
tracks. Unless, of course, Chuck
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ROOM AND BOARD By Gene AhernSO SWEET AND PRETTY Anv
little girl will look prettier in this

yoke dress and match-
ing bonnet. Embroider the pretty
posies on an organdy dress for partv
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