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chanter I
Along tha road which ld (rem

the Crown ranch to In town ol
Cougar wept a buckboard. On the
teal, reins wrapped about her amall
hands, sat Constance King. Connie
was nineteen and as pretty as a
prairie rose. The fact that she was
heir to the richest cattle ranch In
vie state had spoiled here no more
than had the school for young

. Indies which she had attended: she
atlil mananed to retain the iresh-ne- u

and level-eye- d honesty which
was her Western heritage.

The road iollowed the middle of
a broad valley in wnwn iraaea
mnnnv Lhttu&ndi of Crown cattle.
Along the fringe of the valley were
the ahac.es oi aquaiura, wno. ii&e

around the lair of the lion.
Jackals feathered to snatch what
crumbe they could. Many a fat
yearling bearing the Crown brand
had fallen victim to their greedy
loop and had moved by devious
(rails far back Into the hills.

Just where they went no man
would openly say; but Chuck Gale
owned a ranch in the far reaches
of the northern slopes where visi-
tor! were not welcomed, and even
the tolerant and easy-goi- Jab
King could find a logical answer to
the question. But mere conjecture
m not auiiicieni 10 warrant, an

of cattle theft, so Chuck
and his hard bitten crew rode back
Him 1UIIM lA VUUKU i pw4 uv
himself was courteously received at
uie crown ranch house.

The buckboard werH around
bend, rising to the two outside
wheels as It took the turn. Expertly,
Connie straightened out the rac-

ing ponies and the vehicle settled
on four wheels, then swayed with
Its weight on the Inside ones. The
right rear wheel flew from the axle,
ran craaily for a hundred feet or
so Into the sage and grease wood,
ttien wobbled uncertainly and
settled on Its side, still spinning.

The buckboard sagged and the
wheelless axle gouged a furrow in
the road, while the broncs, startled
at the accident, plunged wldly and
threatened to throw each other,
Connie leaned back on the reins
bracing her feet against the dash,
and sawed them to a pawing,
prancing stop. She held them until
tney naa Quieiea somewnat, men
cautiously slacked the reins.

She got from the seat, and went
after the wheel. She rolled It back
and leaned It against the tilted
buckboard and started walking
back along the course she had fol-

lowed, her eyes searching the
ground for the axle nut. Bhe walked
a hundred yards, two hundred
yards, without finding It, then re-
traced her steps.

She halted at the buckboard.
gave a gesture of exasperation, and
for the first time looked about her.
Her Raze swept the western boun-

dary of the valley, passed along the
unbroken horizon to the north,
swung along its west side and was
arrested. A horseman had left one
of the homesteads on that side and
was angling for the road on a
course that would bring him to It
a milt or so beyond her.

The horseman turned his horse
in her direction and put him to
a lope. Connie was aware of a feel-
ing of relief.

She noticed the rider and her
first Impression was that he de-
served no more than on glance.
He was not handsome, and his
hair needed cutting. Just another
squatter. When he was only fifty

.vi m tt evj vuiiuie miAfu at nun
again, and saw retails which she
naa missea at first glance. To be-

gin with, he was clean. His range
clothing was well worn, but neat
and spotless: his tanned face shone;
his boots were scuffed but freshly
polished. His face was somber to
the point of dournes. but there
was a quiet assuranca about his
bearing that impressed her despiteher prejudice against squatters.

He rode up, halted the sorrel
with a gentle rein, and quietly
raised his hat. "Good morning,
Hiss King. Looks like you're hav-
ing a little trouble."

Connie stood up. Indicating the
Wheel with a wave of her hand.

"I looked for the nut but couldn't
find It, and there Isn't even a piece
of balling wire handy."

He nodded gravplv and turned
the sorrel. He walked him to the
point where the axle had first dug
into the ground, pulled up for a
moment to consider, then moved
slowly on, bent In the saddle to
can the ground. Fifty feet farther

on he reined in. leaned over and
picked up the missing nut. He
rod back and dismounted.

"Rolled Into a little hollow," he

wot

R24A1

i v: to
whatever

vtni 60

explained. "That's why you couldn't1
caa it. I mm that ma4 "

He raised the axle, and she notic-
ed the bulge of his smooth muscles
beneath the dark coat. She slipped
the wheel on and he lowered the
buckboard. With pliers taken from
his saddlebags, he tightened the
nut as best he could.

"That ought to hold until you
get to Cougar. Tou can stop at
the blacksmith shop and have it
ogntenea wun a wrench.' He
stepped back and raised his hat.

Connie smiled a thin smile.
"Thank you," she said.

He returned her smille and Con-
nie was guilty of an impolite stare.
That smile changed his whole ap
pearance; It was as thougn the sun
had suddenly popped from behind
a doua. The aomDerness vamsnea
he appeared almost boyish.

Connie lingered. You re a
homesteader?" She Just couldn't
say squatter.

xe m jnied on a ouarter-se- c

tion at the foot of the hills." He
made a little motion toward the
slope behind him. Trying to raise
a few purebred cattle. I'm on my
way to Cougar to meet the stage.
My brother's coming on it. He's a
lawyer." He said 11 prouaiy.

"Really?" said Connie, and un
fastened the reins. "Going to settle
in jougar r'

I sure hope so.
She nodded and smiled again

"Then perhaps I'U have the pleas-
ure of meeting him some time
Thank you again. Mister ?"

ryier. jeii ryier."I'm glad you happened alone.
Mr. Tyler. Ooodbye."

She didn't look back, but she
knew that Jeff Tyler was trailing
her to be on hand U she shed the
wheel again.

(To be continued)
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Teen Mates The w with

lu very own bolero rates high in
the teen scene. tool Pattern No.
3019 la especially smart because It
has the new midriff.
Pattern No. 3861 makes a matchuu
drawstring bag. (Two separate pat
terns'.

No. 1015 la cut In teen-ag- e sizea S.
10. 12, 14, and 16. Slae 13 dress. 34
yds. .; bolero, m yds.

No. 3891 la cut In one slae. V yd.

Bend 39e for PATTERN with
Name, Address and Style Number
State Bize desired.

Ion note. They are inexpensive

for t h. ftPR.rvn V A HUTAW nnnv
which Includes In Its 190 pattern
ceeiKiu, a Dig selection or alluring
auggestlona for cotton taahlona for
every age and occasion Price Just
30 cents. Address Caoltal Journal.
993 Mission 8t San Francisco 9
Calif.

DAISY KHGING8-Pl- ne edilnas
maae lint handkerchiefs, especially
wnen ine afsinna are as love v a..
thee Illustrated above. Tailored or
iriuy, the pniierns work up In little
time and require only two balls of
tatting cotton for all of them.

Pattern Envelope No R24t con-
tains complete crocheting Instruc-
tions, stitch Illustrations, material
requirement, and finishing direc-
tions.

To obtain tna pattern lend 30c
in COINS giving pattern number
your name, addreas and acme num
bei to Peggy Roberts Capital Jour
na. 126 Mission street San Fran
etaco 1. Call!

IrPY Thursday P.M. 1:00. Squirrel
P- - tA cage. I:M. Sky King i :00. Keep-
ing Up With 8 porta i ;1S, Heme Edit torn

6:M, Grata Hararti ttH, Bdwla C. Billi
1:15, Elmer Davtai 1 M, Name Iba Marie
1:10. Caanterapy; S:M, TBAt t:M,

Barlet :M. Damaa Banyaa Theatre i
I0:a. Richfield Reverter! 11:45. Inter,
mesial l:M, Concert Henri ll:ftu, Menee
ta Ttmarrawi U:M, Xtra Bean 1:00, Sign
Off.

WFY X'r iH M, Earir Bird:t 7:0t. Lawsea McCalli t:IS, Bob
Jehntani 7:M. Bab Haaea Shawt 7:41,
Farm Nawst S:00, Mrrt and Margat 1:11,
Martin Acraaakpi l:M. Sake Maanarat
l:4S. Eaiy Aeeai 0:M. Breakfast abi 10.
News; I:I5. Stars af Tod ay i o:0, Kay
Kyser's Kollagti 11, Tad Malaaai 11:11, Ga
len Drabet 11:M, True Ssaryi IS:00, Bot
ty Crocker i lt:lS. Newsi 1S:M, Baukbaaat

naacy vraigi i:aa, HertB'
trnars; l:M), Kay Waati 1:00, Breakfast fn

Visit Tifard GmrdciM

Dayton Mrs. Russell May
and daughter Helen, Mrs. Em-
met Filer and daughter Char-
lotte, visited the Rosefield gar-
dens at Tigard.
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L Cover with a 13. Angry
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Hollywood I t:S0. Talk Toar Way Out af fti
S:00, Surprise Packagei l:M, Bride and
Rraarai 1:00. Weleama Travelerai 4:30. Art

Lmklelter.

Knhns Sell Home
Gervals Mr. and Mrs. Ray

Kuhn have sold their home to
Mr. and Mrs. Merle B. Lucas of
the Fairfield district who will
take possession before fall.
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2". Improve
27. Close firmly
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command
21. Rowing imp to

ment
14. Takes to a

higher court
17. Meddle
15. Occupied a '

chair
19. Not wldo
41. Firm man
43. Seat of the

University
of Nevada

41. On tha tummtt
47. Alleviate
48. Malt liquor
60. Beard of grata
62.

native
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By Gene Aharn
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