Native Growth Rules—Some of the proudest old trees in the
Willamette valley are found in ploneer cemeteries, such as the
Sand Ridge cemetery, shown above, in Linn county.

Ouk,

cedar, fir and maple predominate and many of the finest speci-
mens of dogwood are to be found In these jsolated places.

(Lebuanon Express pholo)

Memorial Day Recalls Early
Days of Pioneer Cemeteries

By KATHRYN HARRIS

Lebanon—On Memorial Day a traditional ceremony will be re-
enacted at the pioneer Sand Ridge cemetery a few miles southwest| 3

of Lebanon, Accented by a sprinkling of majestic fir trees, it Hes
at the bage of Peterson Bulle In a fold of lower fool hills.
Here on May 30, George W. Simons, a native son of Linn county

~—tall, white-haired, scholarly—®

bearing his B0 years with ercel
dignity, will raise one of Ore-
gon's historic flags. Here le his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Emmet
Simons, and the patriarchial
heads of the Shedds, the Me-
Knights, Coyles, Kirkendahls,
Wheelers, Hustons, Morgans,
Frums and Hazens,

The flag which George Simons
ralses each year was made by
his mother during the winter
of 1862, cight years after their
coversd wagon came to rest in
the valley of the South Santlam.
Fashioned of fine cotton, it has
retained to a remarkable degree
its original colors. It is a large
flag with 36 stars in its field
and every tiny stitch is hand
sewn. It was first publicly dis-
played at a Fourth of July cele-
bration in Brownsville in 1863.

The raising of this treasured
fiag each Memorial Day s sym-
bolie of other rites in more than
a score of ploneer eemeleries
throughout the Cascade low-
Iands, where other commemora-
tive services will be held by the
elans whose forebearers blnzed
the foothill tralls, By accepted
It iz an 1k
ing for native sons and daugh-
ters.

Tt s doubtful If any man now
Itving knows g0 well the location
of these old cemeteries as does
George Simons, Certain It Is that
no one has been enlled on maore
often to pay the Iast tribute to
passing members of the old fam-
flles. During the past 50 years
he has conducted so many ser-
wices In these remote spots that
he himself is unable to calculate
thelr number,

Tranquility marks these hal-
lowed grounds of the first fam-
flles. Without exception they
are sentineled by great trees,
beloved by the founding fathers
after cruel months of struggle
through flat horizoned plains;
the sagebrush wastes; the pas-
give rocks of the Snake and
Columbin gorges

For the final resting place of
their people, high knolls were
sought, marked with stands of
fir, oak and cedar; their rools
glrong in the soil, matching the
ploneer's determinntion to sink
deep his life line in the lands
of the Santiam, Hence though
many of these spols have been
little used for many years, the
great trees remain Intact,

The Providence church with
its adjoining burial spot is as
guaint » scene as any of old
England. Situated near Scio, It
occuples a rolllng knoll with a
view of the lush valley farms
and the mighty Cascades as n
gackdrop, Stately firs  guard
these grounds and line the wind-
ing rondway to the hillerest.
Circuit Rider Rests

Here lies Joab Powell, famed
elreuit tider of the 50's, for
Providence wag his church and
formed the nueleus of his wide-
ranging gospel missions through-
out the foothill settlements.

Joab Powell first came to Ore-
gon In 1845, according to the
records of his great, great
nephew, Cortis Stringer of Le-
banon, Acquainting himself
with the westward trall, he then
returned to Missourl 1o bring
back hiz family and other rela-
tives, Including his aister and
brother-in-law, Jane  Powell
Beeler and John Beeler, All sel-
tled In the Providence vicinity,
John and Jane acquiring the
donation land claim from which
they wsel nside the knoll where
the church was bullt. From the
time of the arrival of the Powell
train In 1852, this spot was a
meeting place for religious and
elvie conclaves, and In 1854 the
church was built. It stands to-
day serving the community as
In the days of a century ago. Its
eemetery continues to be a fa-
vored resting place for descend-
ants of many of the old families.
It is wed annually for Easter
sunrise services, and every sum-
mer the Powell family pilenle
and reunion is held Lhere,

hrlu—l

Ing together members of
the West,
Cemeteries Well-Known

Beside the Powell and Beeler
families, other clans of this early
decade who used the church and
its eemetery were the Gaines;
Pomeroys, Smails, Bilyeus,
Thomases, Davanneys, Leevers,
Stringers, Arnolds, Sheltons and
Rodgers.

Most of the early cemeteries

bear the names of the families
on whose donation land claims
the ground was located, Neigh-
bors on adjoining eclaims like-
wire brought their dead here,
and as the clalms broke up into
smaller holdings, the eemeleries
continued to be used by the en-
tire community until the earlv
1000's when interment began to
follow a formal and established
line,
WiHh one notable exception,
however, not one of these his-
torie spols can be said to be en-
tirely abandoned. Impelled by
associntions of the past, the
clans still bring their loved ones
back for the Iast sorrowful
homecoming.

Magnificent onks identify the
old Dodge cemetery near Rock
Hill. Members of the Nichols,
Jackson, Steen, Wilson and
Blackburn families also lie
there, Their descendants are
well known Linn eounty eltizens.
The Klum cemelery near
Walerloo Is reached by means
of n pasture trail, hence up a
steep incline to a hill top. As
Is the case with many of these
spols, its roadway ls impassable
during rainy. This past winter
a service was held there, and
all vehicles had to be pulled by
tractor to the hill top,

The Franklin Butte grounds
near Scio commands a panor-
amie view of mountains and val-
ley. George Sutherlin, born in
Sutherlin, Oregon, March 13,
1866, has lived near Its site for
01 years and he recalls many
older members of the first fam-
ilies who rest here. <Among the
Crabiree family's numerous
headstones are those of Tke and
Newton Crabtree, twin boys
born on a log raft which ferried
their parenis’ wagon train across
the Columbia river,

The Shellbum cemetery south-
west of Sclo |t marked by wide-
spread  oaks.  Both  Franklin
Butte and Shellburn  grounds
and the Bellinger-Powell ceme-
teries near Berlin are in current
use.

The Claypool and Richardson
plois, the old Baptist cemetery
at Brownsville, and the Keeney
grounds between Crawfordsville
and Brownsville are rapldly be-
Ing reclaimed by nature but the
families still tend them each
Memorial Day,

In the Sweet Home vicinity
are the Nye, Gilliland and Ames
cemeteries, Ames was named
for the firet family to settle In

the |3
clan from widespread points in |G

True Ploneer — George W,
Simons, 80, who Is in constant
demand, is the son of wagon
train ploneers, born In Linn
county and educated at the his-

torie Santinm Academy at
Lebanon, Though an ordain-
ed minister and has conducted
innumerable rites in the se-
cluded burial grounds dotting
the Cascade foothills, he pre-
fers to be known as Elder
Simons. (Miner studio phota)

that sectlon and Iz now little
used, but many services are still
held at Gilliland and Nve,
Resting in Peace

On & secluded hill of the road
from Foster to Quartzville, lies
the Lewis burial grounds. So
steep and rock-ribbed i the
trail leading to it that it is the
current practice for a farmer
living nearby to furnish a team
and buckbonrd to transport the
casket up the hill. The mourn-
ers follow on fool., Interments
there are infrequent but they
still follow the pioneer pattern.
There Is one ploneer ceme-
tery which will receive no com-
memorative atlention on this
Memorial Day, nor has it for
many years past. No public or
private sight will so much as
acknowledge s existence, Yet
it les In the heart of Lebanon—
an eerie and desolate waste,
Sightsecing visitors are rout-
ed away from it. Curious new
residents nsk questions and are
glven evasive answers—for there
is no answer.

Its area grows more valuable
by the year. A closely knit
residential  distriet nudges it
Even Industry eves It specula-
tively. But all schemes of en-
cronchment stop dead at its
boundaries.

Through the years many civic
groups have planned to clear
and Improve this troet, restoring
its original quaint charm and
utilizing a part of it for a mem-
orial building and park. Com-
plete frustration has met overy
attempl. Progressive Lebanon
seems selred with a  strange
lethargy when it comes to doing
anything about the old ceme-
tery.

Here lles Lebanon's founder,
Jeriminh Ralston and his wife,
Jermima—they, whose wagon
train made its final stop so near
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! |the last resting place

: Calapooya tribes as they faded

the spol, 102 years ago. Many
of the city's proudest names are
carved on lis headstones, Here
also rest Morgan Keex, owner
of vast lands in pioneer daya.
1t was he who set aside a slze-
able sum whose income was to
provide a perpetual fund for the|
ground's grooming. In the
course of years the entire fund
disappeared and with it, records
vanished, Investigations came
to naught. Bitterness arose, and
soon after the old cemelery was
suddenly abandoned.
Progress Is Defied

Nature took over. Tenacious
vines cllmb the headstones,
many of which are reduced to
rubble, Brambles run riot and
the exsel loeation of many|
graves is now impossible to|
identify. A strange and forbid-
ding aura hangs over the deeply
shaded expanse and it seems
protected against the inroads of

change by some inexplicable
fate. Lost records involving
legal complications, or senti-

menls of descendants of the plo-
neer clans foil every effort to
modernize the area. Even the
state highway department, seek-
Ing to carve through a corner
for one of its two through streels
was discouraged by the prospect.
It now nppears that a higher
jurisdiction than that of the City
of Lebanon will be required to
effect any change and that noth-
ing short of action by the state
legislature will end this peculiar
stalemate.

In the meantime it lies, de-
fiant in iis desolation. Above it
rise its great trees, aloof and im-
perturbable. They guard the
strange secret of its obscure his-
tory, even as they watch over
of the
founding fathers. Amopg their
group, the mightier cedars saw
the dying fires of the vanishing

into the mists of racial obsecurity.
They looked down on the van-
guards of Western clvilizations
as their wagon {irainsa wound
through the tall grasses of the
valley to establish a toe-hold
west of the Cascades. They saw
the retreat of the pioneer as the
era of expansion drew swiftly
to its close and a new mechani-
cal way of life moved into place,

Deporm
Cufs Life Line

Washington, May 14 (#—
Elizabeth Bentley, acknowled-
fed former communist courier,
told senators today that deporta-
tion of subversive aliens would
“eut the 1life line" of the
American communist party to
Moscow.

Miss Bentley playved a key
role in last year's congressional
Investigation of communist spy
activities.

She told a senate judiclary
subcommittee today:

“It you deport allens who en-
gage In subversive activities,
you will be taking the brains
away from the communist party
in this country."

The subcommitiee Is study-
ing legislation designed to
tighten the nation’s immigration
defenses and to get rid of any

United States.

the testimony she gave before
the house committee on un-
American activities last year,

She testified again that she
once was A communist and that
she once had “some 40 to 50"
American government employes
feeding her information she pass-
ed on to Moscow,

The senale committee foday
sought more information in sec-
ret from a Russlan who split
with the Kremlin, on his charge
that all Soviet diplomals have a
“spy responsibility,”

—— .
Reserve Officers Meet

Portland, May 13 (® — The
Oregon Reserve Officers associa-
tion will open iis annual con-
ventlon here today. About 7§
delegates are expected.

PADDY SAYS WHENEVER
HE GETS ON A FERRYBOAT
IT MAKES MIM CROSS/®
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'Aymong Freed on |

Fire District |
Petitions Ready Embezzlement Charge

. o |F. Aymong, 40, former employe
Iic‘fnb::l!t}ng E??{T ;rl‘:ll:;: ::.:_pf the First National Bank of
ers of the Likerty-Salem Helghts| Stlem, was free today on h"|
proposed fire district next Wed-|9Wn recognizance on an embez-
nesday night, at 7:30 o'clock in|®lement charge.
the Liberty school gym at Lib-| He appeared yesterday before
erty, |Federal Judge James A. Fee

The petitions for the fire dis- who ordeted the release.
trict have been prepared. All| Deputy District Attorney Ed-
interested property owners arelward Twining sald the actions
requested to attend to sign the/charged involved writing checks
petitions and to have their ques-|on his personal account and by

They are
has done finger painting with|using science unit texts for their
two eolors. They were displayed | material,

Mrs. Fenimore's sixth gradejiod giving reports.

at open house last Friday The school girls eraft classes

Cub Scout Pack 19 from ouriare finishing projects such as
district were Shmoos at the|weaving ol baskels and textlle

Seoul circus held last Saturday |painting.

evening at Sweelland Field.
The fifth grade English class

are spending their English p{'!-]

There are now =3 students
enrolled in this school. The fifth
grade has 31 students.

subversive aliens already in the ||

The witness repeated much of || I

tions answered. Cantrihutinml
for the fire truck can be made|
then, |

Motion pletures of fire fight-|
ing equipment in action will be
shown and explained. A. J.|
Butsch, deputy state fire mar-
shal, will also be at this meet-
ing. All properiy owners in the|
arca are urged to attend. |

The fire district commitiee
members are Wayne Hardman,
Ted Cotman, Willlam Linfoot,
0. W. Gorton, H. W, Fasching,
John VanLoh, Mrs. Donald
Griffith, Mervin Seeger and
Gerald Knepper.

Mrs. Benn;li_ﬂeads
Little Garden Club

Salem Heights—Mrs. Robert
Hawkins was hostess to the Lit-
tle Garden club of Salem Heights
in her home on South High SiL
Officers were elected With pres-
ident, Mrs. L. L. Bennetf, vice-
president, Mrs. Ed A. Carleton,
and secretary-tracsurer, Mrs.
Emmett Welling,

Mrs. Kenneth Zwicker is in
charge of the flower arrange-

mis-routing within the bank
preventing them from showing
on the books. The total sum
involved was $445 and restitu-
tion has been made, Twining
sald,

Amyol ¥, Aymong was em-|

ployed by the Salem branch of
the First Nationnl Bank of Port-
land in 1945, after leaving war
service, and his services were
terminated at the bank last fall
He had banking experience in a
large bank in New York City.

Father of Rudy Vallee
Dies at Maine Home

Westbrook, Me,, May 14 08—
Charles A. Vallee, 81, father of
Movie and Radio Star Rudy Val-
lee, died at his home Thursday
after a long iliness,

A native of Island Pond, Vt., ||

Vallee was a druggist here for
many years,

Neighbors sald that Vallee had
much to,do with his son's start
in the musical world and fol-
lowed his carcer closely.

ment entry to the Men's Garden
club flower show to be held May
14 and 15 at the YMCA. The
club's entry will compete with
other garden club entries. Mrs.

Salem Heights
School Notes

FET CREA BUTTER myTr
\ ; ERMILK
CREAM. CHEESE EGos
ORANGEADE

Curly Comes Early—Meet Leo Poppe, one of Curly’s
veteran employes. Leo, who lives at 1740 N. Church street,
started working for Curly's home owned and friendly dairy 11

Carl Harris will assist Mrs,
Zwicker.

Plans were made for a cover-
ed-dish dinner and installation
to be held at the home of Mrs.
Lewis Judson on Judson St.

Six Flying Discs Seen
By Ex-Flier of Boise

By PAUL HARVEY III
Seventh grader, John Wilbur,

sprained his ankle Wednesday|.—

at school.

The fifth and sixth grade soft-
ball team played Liberty Fri-
day at this school They lost
to Liberty 10-4 last Friday at
Liberty.

The pictures of each class have
been received and they will cost
25¢  aplece.

Boise, Ida., May 14 UP—Rob-
ert Smith of Boise, a former B-
24 pilot reported Friday to the
Idaho Evening Statesman that
he saw what he described as
six flying dises at 11:05 a. m., 10
miles west of Shafer Butte here.

He said he saw them while
driving from Caldwell to Bolse.

Smith reported the discs were
flying in tight formation at 14.-
000 feet; that they spiraled
down 3,000 or 4,000 feet and
then shot up rapidly until they
were out of sight.

“I'm not kidding," he said.
"II:mow :’hat I saw."

¢ sald the objects had a
black bottom and silver top and
were about the relative size of
a four-engined plane, They ap-
peared to be intelligently con-
trolled, he added.
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"The Eye Appeal” Look

Emphasize your own “eye appeal” by letting us
replace your present frames with those that spar.

Tt

kle with personality. You will like wearing
sonality glasses for you will know you have
all important “eve appeal” look!
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and
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i Toy and Hobby

years ago and has driven a milk route since 1832. He was
born in Salem, owns his home, Is marrled and has two

Says

The beach and the sand a proposal. The river and &
boat @ proposal. The summer the moonlight a pro-
poscl. The loke a conce o proposal, This time of
year everything seems to go with proposal and with
every proposal should go a Holly Jackson (pardon me
for using my name) diamond ring. It just seems that
everyone who is becoming engaged likes our way of
doing business, and that makes me feel good, no end.
| get o kick out of this business anyway—it's fun and
besides it is the means of me getting something to eat
(not every day but quite frequently), and several fel-
lows have already reported as to how eosy it wos just
tu hand the little lady that orchid. Or didn’t you
know about our orchid deal? Well, each diamond
engagement ring we sell we place over the petal of o
real live, full grown orchid, pleced in a box and beou-
tifully tied with an orchid colored ribbon. All a fellow
has to do is hand the lucky girl the orchid ond the
rest “'just comes natural.” No extro charge—it's just
our way of wrapping up a beautiful ring in a beautiful
package.

Jackson Jewelers

225 No, Liberty 5¢t.
Just Around the Corner from Sally’s
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' FREE PHOTOGRAPH

Size 5x7 Inches

OF YOUR CHILD

Age 2 Months to § Years
FIVE DAYS ONLY

Monday thru Friday
MAY 16 TO 20, INCLUSIVE
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CHILDREN 2 MONTHS TO

5 YEARS
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY PARENTS
SELECTION OF PROOFS
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
NO OBLIGATION TO BUY
To All Mothers of Salem and Vicinity
To make new friends and in appreciation of past patronage,

we have arranged with » specialist in child photography to
make 3 FREE PHOTOGRAPH of your child In our store,
Monday, May 18, through Friday, Mar 20, No cost, no
obligation, nothing to buy . . . It's FREE!

STORE HOURS 9:30 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M.

| 163 North Commarcial St, ss"l"-og!" I
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