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Peddler of Dreams

By PEGGY DERN
(Chapter 2} “But I thought you were all
“Hello,” sadd the young man, and|brothers and sisters,” protested
Funl; shook hands with Jason. | Carrett, pusled.
1'm Garreit }urbca How do you| PFellelty smiled “Jason and I
do, Miss Horne?" are,” ahe answered, “Cornelin's

1 found the kids in Mr, Forbes'
tradler,” Juson explained,

*T thought they were swell” sajd
Gurrett. He held aur. a batch of
magazines and said, "The one that

like n :ah;.ng! French «doill- -
but she's & little beauly!—
seemed Lo yearn o cut paper-dolls.
And I don't imagine my customers
—i{l any—will mis lew fnahlon

magaxines of twe e ago, so I
brought these alo )
“It's very kind of you. Tippy

will be enchanted® sald Feliclty,
and took the magarines, “They
came home maving about a man
who had a million books and maga-
gines In his traller.’

“And of course you wondered
what was the big ldea” sald Our-
rett a trifle dryiy.

Jason muade mom for him on
the steps and thelr interest was|
80 genulne that Garrett grinned |
and sald lghtly: |

“Well, the idon was to trade the|
books and magnsipes to farmer-|
folk for whatever they hnd thoy

didn't need—farm produets and the
Uke: and then, at the next town,
sell the produce for whatever It
would ‘bring.”

“Why—what a parfeclly
Mdeal” Felicity exclalmed,

Garrett chuckled. "So T thought
when 1 left New York—but you'd
be nmozed how uninterested the
farmer-folk are, It seems most of
‘em have & book

Feliclty nodded  “Have you fol-
Jowed the main highway down
from New York?" she asked po-
litely,

"Of course, Why?"

"Living along the main high-
way, with buses and cars going
fnio town—with the dalrymen's as-
sdclations and things lke that buy-
ing up thelr stufl, naturally they
‘oulnin'r. be interested just in ‘bar-

swell

Onrrrlt studied her with sharp-

aned interest
MYou mesn 111 have to haunt

tlln hact roads nnd il that?" he

"huturn!ty — i you rxfiu-c
mike anything from your idea.”
He ahrugged “Wall. maybe U

WRsN't such a hot 1des, after all”
"But It was—and Ial" protested
Uelty, "Why — Il's wonderful!
ou're—you're s peddier of dreams

sort of.

Garrelt was atudying her with
more interest, “Tell you what I'll
do—I'll give you hall interest if
you'll heip me earry out the ldea™

Feliclty caught her breath., “But
that hardly sounds mir,” she pro-
tested. “Frankly, we have just
money enough to get us to Florlda
apd run us for about a month—so
we couldn't put a penny into buy-
ing mn intepest—*
1've fuat told you I don't want
any money from yoil" CGarrett ecut
in eagerly. "Look. 1 may as well
break down and conlfess that the
whole plan ls pretty much s wish-
out. I'm not used to the country;
I'm not used to Belng alone—I get
an lonely ma the devil—T almost
wepl on the kids' shoulders when
they blew In tonight,

awer, Oarrett added, "Of ecourae,
ron& have to get your dad and
mother to agree to shift your route
Maybe they wouldn't lke it—*
“Our mother s dend.” PFelicity
?ﬂ quietly, “And Dnd i in New

—er —resting. Whalting for
Fut the right part to make
eomeback. He's an nctor™

*And you children are travel-
Mng alone?™

Pellelty’s head went up and her
brown eves chilled fust a little
*Tm acarcely a child Mr. Forbes™
shs toid him curtly. “T'1l be twenty-
thres on Christmas Eve. Jay's al-
moat sixteen. Even Ellen, the baby

& seven”
*Plisa haa been our family ever
since I can remember,” sld Jay

wary of his changing wvolcs with
fta dlsconcerting  upwards  swoops
and its sudden descents, “I don't
remember our mother, and the ohil-
dren don't remember thelr—all ex-

mother was Dad's second wife; Tip~
oy and Denny were born of my
ather's third marringe, and Ellen
was born after Dad’s third wile
liad divorced him and married
sameone else, But when the mother
died, she wanted Dad (o take Ellen
—and so she's with us™

Jason was studying Oarrett’s foce
with & faintly amused, ever s
alightly embarrassed ook, and sud-
denly he sald dryly, “Don't try to
sort us out in your mind, Mr. Gar-
ret. Just think of us as Felicity's
family and that'll be pretty cloae to
the truth. She'a brought us u
and well, she's done a pretty swell
Job, seema to me™

"I there's any chance of your
coming Into & partnership with me,
you have a right ta know same-
thing sbout me. I'm Garrett Forbes,
twenty-Iive, sound In wind and

Hmb, but I wouldn't be so ('rnu:nl
In|

abouty the mental part of It
the lnst year or so I've had grave

tdoubls, 1 won a Sweepsinkes price
—aeventy - five thousand beautiful
round dollirs—minus, of course.

taxes and the like of that., So 1
promptly went off the deep end and
made a pretty thorough fool of
myself. T woke up in the hospital
with the cheering information that
I'd nbout wrecked my nervous sys-
tem and would have lo take it easy
for the next (welve months i 1
hope to keep on Uving. While 1
wis still under the sobering in-
fluence of this statement, 1 check..
up on my financial resources

and found that T had barely encugh
money left Lo get by on for a
by exerciaing extreme caution, at,
of course, was when the brilllant
idea of working my way south via
the old books, magnxines and prod-
uct route struck me. And I hoped
to gather no end of material for
that same great American novel,
which was gathering dust among
my effects®

He looked up b Pelicity, “Well,
now that you kngw the truth, how
about that partnerahip?™

“Frankly, Mr. Forbes, we'd llke
It n lot, only we feel wo'd be sort
of — well, taking mdvantage of
you" maid Fellelty earnestly.

Garret stood up and held out his
hand. grinning down at her. "Then
it's agreed! That's swell! This is
golng to be fun, We'll settle the de-
talls In the morning. Good-night.”

iTo Be Continued)
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