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Peddler of Dreams

By PEGGY DERN

(Chapter 1)

The trailer waa long, oid-fashlon-|
od and shabhy. The car hitched to]

it was & coupe of a sturdy, inex-
pensive make and s model several
years old, Parked beneath a low-
ering oak tree whose leaves were
beginning to feel the touch of Au-
tumn, the traller looked cheery and
hospitable.

Pelicity lfted the alices of ham
from the frying pan to a platter
and spoke over her shoulder to
& filieen-year-ald boy who sat
hunched over & book at the end
of the trailer

*Hound up the gang. Juy dear

.ﬁer‘a ready," she sald chér-
fully.

“Oke,” sakd Jason, snd swung
himsell down the traller stepe

Felleity poured up the red-
grayy In a bowl, added hall a cup
of hot coffer to the frylng pan to
“ralse”" the gravy, and poured 1t
into the bowl, She scooped great
apoonafuls of hominy-grits nto an-
other bowl, brought a pan of hot
blscults from the stove and filisd
filve mugs of milk on the table
Bhe heard the sound of exciled
volces mnd the traller door opencd
fo admit Jason, herding before
him four children; the eidest, Cor-
nolla, nged thirtecn: the voungest
Elen, nged seven, with the elam-
orotn ten-vear-old twind  betw

nj
théem. Thers was some sort of ar-

gument golng on, and Pelicity turn-
od to arbitrate I, as usunl

“1 hoteha he's got & millien books
Miss.” reported Ellen, wide - eyed
and breathiess. "And more magu-
sines—gosh, how 1'd lke to cut

per-dolls out of 'em. He's good-

§. too”

"He s nice, Flisa™ reported the
serious, round-faced Cornelia, with
AN eagerness entirely alien to her
grave thirteen-year-old sell.

Fellclty ushered them all to Ihrl

table, before she amid lghtly:

“It would help if T h some
Men who — and what -- you're al
talking about?™

*1 found 'em mm a traller down
the line” Jason reported. “"Some
guy that's gol a bright new traller
and & swell car — and he's got
enough books to start a second-
hand store, and magaeines, too
His name's Oarreit Forbes.”

Felicity atared at the children pe-
veraly. .

“Haven't 1 warned you folks thal
you musnt go around poking
your noees into other people's trall-
er?" ahe demanded,

“He sald he was lonesome,” Cor-
nelin reported gruvely. "And he's
nice, Fllas — honestly, He's — he's
awell!™

"Now, lsten to me, you people!’
Pelicity sadd sternly, “If we stopped
for the night In some town and
stayed at a hotel, you wouldn't
run down the sireet and dash in
u'%oph'l houses, would you?*
¥ ppy would* sald Denny firm-

PFollcity's brown eyes danced a
little, But she kept her ex lon
stern. “Tippy would be a bad lit-
e girl if she did,” she sakd, “Hurd
as It may be for you to belleve,
there are pecple in this world who
don't Hke children—and some of
them travel In trallers”

“Liks Mra. Hudgins?" nsked Ellen,
wide-eyed,

“Like Mrs., Hudgins" sald Fe-
Melty, And then, seelng the ghost
of torror in Ellon's eyes, ahe add-
od soothingly, "But, of course, darl-
ing, Mrs. Hudgine wouldn't really
have fung bolling water on the
ahildren who wore skating in front
of her house—she Just sald that (o
ﬁ'lqlhlm them away,"

*I betcha she would, too — 1§
bolchis Mr, Hndgine I a witch
that burns de," Tippy Was sny-
ing ehesrfully when Felicity turned
on her,

*T There was a note iy
liclty's woice that ithe children
but seldom, and always knew

At It must be obeyed.

'n';av started, and she stam-
mered, “Bure—I'm sorry, Fllas |1
=1 didn't mean anything"

“Eat your supper. darling.” sajd
Pellcity to Ellen, “And nobody's

ﬂu to bother you ever, Only.

slay olose to Flla untll we
gt down to Plorlde, where you
can g swimming and get all nley

m'l" n oand fat! Won't that be

| “Pahing, oo?" aked Elen and
now the fesr had gone from her
eyes

“Oh, {ishitig, by all means. Jay
will ate to that,” Feliclty prom-
lned

Later when the others were in
bed, Jason and Felicity sat on the
stepe, ahlvering o lttle in the
tangy Autumn air. Suddenly Fe-
Uelty sald:

“Ellen's better, lan't she, Jay?"

“Sure!” sald Jadon swiftly—too
awilily.

“Does she seem — 1o you — ms
nervous as she was when we start-
ed?" meked Peliclty, and held her
breath for the answer.

1 don't think s0." apswered Ja-
son, wanting to reassure her, “Gosh,
I'd lke to take n buggy whip o
that Hudgins dame. What an old
witch ahe must Have been|™

A volee out af the darkness sald
pleasantly :

“Good evening. .1 brought the
little girl some moagazines™

In the Iaint yellow lght that fel)
through the trafler's open door
Felicity zaw him — a tall blond
young man, perhaps tweniy-five or
six; dressed in gray slicks a Elue
pullover sweater, hatless;, the light
ashine on hale the color of ripe
wheat,

i(To Be Continued)

Falls Cily — The Falls Cily
Community club meels Friday
evening at 8 o'clock at 1LOOF,
hall, and the grade schoal pupils
are putting on folk dancing. The
Garden club project will be dis-
cussed. Those coming are asked
1o bring a ple
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LTHE CIRCUS PULLS OUT AT
WEHT AND SETS UP IN THE
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POLES, ROPES AnD TACKLE,
HEAVY PROPS TRUNKS,
BOXES, LOADING AND
UNLOADING -+ LIFT PulL,




